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SHIPWRECKS 

AND 

DISASTERS AT SEA. 



CHAPTER I. 



The Shipwreck of the Toby of London on the Barbary coast, 1593— 
Pestroction of the New Horn by fire, 1618. 

Thb following shipwreck is principally remarkable 
for having been recorded by Hakluyt, and for the 
information it affords relative to Marocco. The Toby 
was the property of Richard Staper of Jx)ndon, and 
was in burthen two hundred and fifty tons, having a 
crew of fifty men. She was laden with merchandise 
valued at twelve thousand pounds, and was bound to 
Leghorn, Patras, and Zante. She sailed from Black- 
wall on the sixteenth of August, 1593. She then 
tonched at Portsmouth, where a quantity of wheat 
was taken on board, and finally left Stokers Bay in 
tiie Isle of Wight on the sixth of October, having a 
fair wind. 

On the sixteenth of Octolier, the Toby was off Cape 
St. Vincent, and the next day in the morning the 
crew saw a sail lying to a-head, to which chase was 
given. The stranger proved to be a Spaniard, and 
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2 SHIPWRECKS AND DISASTERS AT SEA. 

sailed so well that they were at last ohUged to give 
over the chase. Two days after they got in sight of 
Mount Chiego, the first high land which is seen on 
the coast of Spain at the entrance of the Straits of 
Gihraltar. There they had had weather for two 
days, and were ohliged to keep off shore. The 
master was a young seaman who knew nothing of 
those seas, and was exceedingly elated at his com- 
mand, so that he would take no advice, hut was 
ohstinately hent to follow his own opinion. After 
two days of squally weather, they here up the Straits, 
the wind having hecome fair. 

On the nineteei^ of the month, the master, esti> 
mating the land to he at a greater distance than it 
really was, kept up his sails all night, and ahout 9& 
hour and a half hefore day hroke, the vessel ran 
ashore upon the Barfoary coast, outside the Straits, 
and about five leagues southward of Cape EsparteL 
The crew were all astounded. The master said it 
was his own fault, and begged the pardon df all on 
hoaid. The seamen inquired if they should cut 
away tiie mainmast The master said *' No, hoist 
out the boat.*' One of the crew then came up, and 
reported the sh^ to be full of water. The master 
then desired the mast might be cut away, which was 
done instantly. The after part of the vessel at the 
same moment divided, so that there was no place of 
refuge but the foremast and shrouds, upon both which 
the crew got and remained for some time. Their 
&te, however, seemed inevitable, as they could not 
make a raft, which they had determined to do at first* 
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8D they afl began to eing die twelflii psakn of Btem 
hoU and fiopkim, and to prepare for tlwir end. 
Before they had got through four venes, the foremast 
gave "way, and thirty-eight of the crew were preoi-* 
pitatad into the waves, and perished. Twelve, by 
swimxaing upon chests and pieoes of the wreck, con" 
trimd to reach the shore, which was only a quarter of 
a mile from the vesseL Not one of the officers but 
the cazpefnter was saved. 

Oa. reaching the land in safety they were in great 
distress. They returned thanks to heaven for their 
escape, and then consulted with each other on the 
proper ooane to be pursued. They travelled all day 
in every dixectioD until night came on, but they could 
find no inhttlAtaiitB. They saw traces of wild animals^ 
and the tuios of houses which had been destroyed by 
the Portuguese. At night they met with a grove of 
sii^e trees, into which Ihey climbed, tiiat they might 
escape the wikL beasts, of which they there saw many. 
The next day they journeyed tiU three o*olock in the 
aftemeon, having had noting to eat or drink except 
loota of the wild date and water. Gknng over a mountain 
they sow Cape Espartei. By this they knew better 
kow to direct their course, and they proceeded onwards 
imtil they came to a sort of fence made with long 
esnes. Within they saw a body of horse and fyot 
akknnshing, not less in number than five thousandr 
They gave themselves np to these strangers, who 
eame towards them with their javelins as if intending 
tiwir destruction. They only struck with the flat of 
their weapons, saying the sailors were Spaaiasds* 

b9> 



4 SHIPWRECKS AND DISASTERS AT SEA. 

The sailors denied this, and told them they were 
Englishmen. The Moorish commander, who ap- 
peared to he ahout fifty-six years of age, inquired 
through his interpreter, who spoke Italian, whence 
they came. Henmore, one of the seamen who under- 
stood that tongue, repUed they were merchants ship- 
wrecked upon the coast. The Moors then stripped 
them to their shirts, and plundered them of what 
they had ahout them of value. Then giving hack 
a portion of their dress, they supplied them with some 
hread and water. 

The next day they were marched hack to the place 
of their shipwreck, sixteen miles. On the way, they 
were treated as slaves, made to carry the Moors* 
haggage, and heat if they did not keep pace with their 
new masters. When they were asked why they 
treated them so, they were told that they were pri- 
soners. The Englishmen said they were Mends, and 
that no Englishmen were detained prisoners in Ma- 
rocco. When they came to the sea-side, they remained 
there seven days. The Moors took all they could get 
ftom the wreck, and divided it among themselves. 
At the end of a week, twenty armed men were sent 
to escort the Englishmen up the country. The first 
day they reached a river, called hy the Moors Alarach, 
where they slept all night on the ground. The next 
day they crossed the river in a galley with nine oars 
of a side ; the hreadth was a quarter of a mile ; the 
8ame*day they reached a town called Totteon (perhaps 
Tetuan) consisting of ahout thirty houses. They 
remained in that town four days, and were fed only 
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Upon bread and water. They travelled from thence 
to a town called Cassuri. At this place they were 
delivered over by their conductors to the Alcaide, who 
examined them, and when he heard their story, spoke 
very favourably to them, sending them to lodge at 
the house of a Jew, where they remained seven days. 

While they were lodging with this Jew, twenty 
Frenchmen and twenty Spaniards were brought to 
the town. The latter had been taken in a skirmish. 
The Frenchmen were shipwrecked near Cape de Gata 
tmd made prisoners. Thus in a week the number of 
prisoners was augmented to forty-four. ^ They were 
all marched together, having for an escort nine hun- 
dred Moorish horse and foot soldiers. In two days 
march they reached Fez, and remained all night, 
having tents in which they slept. The next day they 
came to Sallee, and slept in tents without the town. 
After leaving Sallee, they travelled nearly a hundred 
miles without seeing a town; they always stopped at 
night near fresh water, either running, or rain 
preserved in a reservoir. At last they pitched their 
tents three miles from Marocco. Hiere they met 
with a carrrier who travelled in the service of the 
English merchants. By him they sent word of their 
situation to their countrymen in Marocco. 

The next day a Moor was sent to the seamen with 
provifiions, which were very acceptable, they being 
weak and hungry; pen, ink, and paper were also 
sent, that they might write an account of their ship, 
what she was, and how many of the crew were alive. 
«Tbe next day was a court-day, and the English mer- 
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4>hants were anxious their oountrymen shofuld not be 
led into Marooco like captives, with ropes about th^ 
.necks. For aU that omld be. clone, they were tlius 
conducted into the dty along with the French and 
Spaniards, and carried before, the emperor, who sent 
.them to prison, where they lay for fifteen days ; at 
the termination of which period, they were set free by 
.the English merchants, at an expense of seven haii- 
.dred ounces, or about seventy pounds sterling. 

When they left the prison, they proceeded to Alfan- 
dioa, where they remained eight weeks with the mer- 
-chants, at whose expense they were clothed, and seitt 
Ik journey of eight days to Sta. Cruz« where some 
^English ships tb^i lay. Two of them embarked for 
liondbn on the twentieth of March; five more a 
few days after in the Expedition, one in the Mary 
Jldward of London, and two in a Flemish lly-boat. 
Two of the otew who were saved from the ship died ia 
tiie country, one named Hancock, at Marocoo, in the 
.prison, and one at Sta. Cruz, Robert Swancon, from 
tadng roots and unawholesome things to satisfy his 
appetite on the road thitiier. Of fifty porscms who 
toomposed the crew of ^le Toby, ten only survived, in 
& bad state of health, ibeble and meagre. Their 
names are handed down by Hakhiyt as William 
Williams, carpenter; Richard Johnson, John Dur- 
ham, Abraham Rouse, John Mathews, Thcmias Hen- 
more, John Sylvester, Thomas Whiting, William 
Churchy and John Fox. 

The loss of the New Wom^ a Dutch Tessel of one 
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Hiousand one hundred tons, eommanded by Ysbrantz 
Bmitekoe, wliich sailed firom ike Texd widi a ortw of 
two hundred and six mexi, on tbe twenty-eighth of 
Deeemb^, 1618, is, on many acoounts, a moit inter- 
«5ti]ig narrative. The ship passed P(»rtsmouth, and 
Pfymouth the next day, with a fidr wind, on the 
Itotieth of the beforementioned monlli. On new 
year's day they parted from the SngU^ ooast. A 
• gale of wind on the fourth obliged tiiem to lower their 
topmasts, and in the night to reduee all sail and 
diiv« before the stc»in> They shipped three heavy 
seas, and a vast quantity of water got below into the 
bold. The storm continued several days, and the 
mainmast was carried away. They secured the rig- 
ging as well as they were able, until the gale abated. 
Th^ course was now directed f<»r the Sdlly Islands, 
and a ship called the New Zealand hove in sight 
aetem bound to the East Indies. She had sustained 
noninjury from the storm, and they endeavoured to 
keep company with each other, though the New 
Horn could scarcely hoist sufficient sail. Another 
vessel then came in sight, bound for India, and kept 
cinnpany until they came off the Canaries. They 
anchored at Fogo, and sent a boat towards tho shore, 
but the Spaniards fired a i^t at it, so that, not being 
allowed to land, they weighed anchor and stood out 
to sea. While at anchor near tins island, a cloud of 
dost like white ashes came off from the shore and 
feUl upon the vessel ; it was so fine, and stuck so close, 
that it was ^fficult to remove. These ashes were 
^bably liie empticNi of soBie distant vdcana 
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The two other vessels again fell in with the New 
Horn, and informed the master that the Spaniaids 
had reused them refreshments, and obliged them to 
retire with the loss of two men. They experienced 
calms under the line, with showers and bafOing winds 
that shifted to every quarter of the compass. They 
were detained by these nearly three weeks in trying 
to get to the southward. Though the days w&e 
calm, the sea was observed to be agitated at night, 
and the waves seemed to be on fire. At last they 
stood towards the islands of Tristan d'Acunha, but 
passed them, and were then obliged to try and mafce 
the Cape of Good Hope. They soon saw some sesL^ 
fowl with black spots, a sign of being near the Cape. 
They caught several of them by means of a trap to 
which a bell was attached. Not readily making the 
Cape, they resolved to pass it by, having plenty o£ 
provisions and a crew in good health. The ship had 
been at sea five months, and had now parted from 
the two vessels which had sailed in company from the 
Canaries, they being bound to different ports. 

Subsequent to the foregoing separation, when in 
23° south latitude, the vessel began to get sickly. 
-No less than forty men were confined to their ham- 
mocks, and others were sickening. It was resolved 
in consequence to steer for St. Losie bay in the 
island of Madagascar. On arriving, they were un- 
successful in getting ashore from the surf, and hoist- 
ing sail they bore away again from the island, to the 
great disappointment of the sick. At their suppli- 
cations the captain attempted to make the Mauritius 
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or Mascarenhas. They quickly came in sight of the 
eastern coast of the latter island, and anchored in 
forty fathoms of water near the shore. The sick, 
finchng t^at the long-boat had been despatched to 
the island and returned with a quantity of turtle^ 
requested to be sent ashore that they might be 
restored by the well known goodness of the air. The 
supercargo would not agree to it, as the sea was 
rough. They persisted in their entreaties, and the 
supercargo still refusing to agree, the captain took 
the consequences upon himself. They were supplied 
with a tent and other necessaries, but a better 
anchoring-place being found further off, they were 
re-embarked and again re-landed. When the boat 
reached the shore, the sick rolled in the grass, and 
declared they felt they were better at once. No 
strcmger instance can be given of the influence of 
land and vegetation upon men ill of the sea-scurvy. 

A number of blue pigeons were found on this 
island, so tame that they were caught by the hand» 
and two hundred were killed and roasted the first 
day. Other fowls were in plenty. On taking a paro- 
quet or bird of a similar species, it cried, and drew 
by its cries numerous other birds around to defend 
it, when they too were caught. Turtles were so plen- 
tiful, that twenty- five were found under one tree, and 
men were sent on shore from the ship to obtain fresh 
provisions. A fishing party succeeded in catching a 
specie&of fish, some of which were as large as salmon. 
The water casks were -filled at a fresh- water river, 
^the banks of which were covered with trees almost in 
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regular order, so tiut nothing could be mote beajd" 
tifiil. A plank was found near, with an inseriptioB 
which stated that Captain Adrian Mauts Block had 
been there with thirteen vess^s, and that, gending 
^^e boats on shore, they wore overwhelmed by tibe 
surf and the crews drowned. The isfamd wm wi- 
inhabited. So plentiful were the fish, that the 
sailors took off their shirts and used Ihem as nets to 
«atch large and excellent eels. TIm turtles were seen 
in the nunmings to come out of the see, scrape a hole 
in the sand and deposit their eggs, lea'vi&g tiiem to 
be hatched by the sun. The young won observed 
•ovwling along the sand after they came out of their 
holes, not larger than nuts. The palm trees fumiriied 
an agreeable liquor. In such a spot, all the si^ 
esKcept seven, recovered and returned to the vesseL 
These seven were left until the ship was ready to 
sail. The vessel was now aired, and fumigated with 
vinegar. Here the first pilot lost an eye by the 
.bursting of his gun when firing at some birds» His 
name was John Peter. 

Everything bemg ready fat sea again, the sick 
being on board, the vessel bore away for the iidand of 
Mauritius, but getting too far to windward| they were 
unable to fall in with it. The voyage to Bantam or 
Batavia being long firmn the latitude in which th^ 
now were, it was resolved to touch at St Mary*s 
island, (^posite the bay of Antorgil in the island of 
Madagascar. When they came in sight of the island, 
they stood to the westward, coasting along tiie ^loie 
insix and eight fathoms of water. The water was so 
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dear that the bottom was distinctly seen at that 
•d^tb. The natives of the ialand aooai observed the 
iwseU and oame off in canoes, bringing live stock 
jod firuit of all kinds. 'A traffic was estaUished with 
them, for the articles of whidi the ship stood in need. 
These siqtflies falling short, the captain went in the 
long-boat to Madagascar in search of more, but find- 
ing neitiber man, beast, nor fridt, he returned to St. 
Jiary^s island and carried all the provisions on board 
which they had collected there. The tsrew were 
lestoved to perlsct health. One of them playing ih» 
violin caused much amusement to the natives who 
soEToimded him, making every kind of antic at the 
sound. These natives are said to have had no know- 
ledge oi a Deity, and on attempting to instruct them 
in the idea, it was seen there was no likelihood of 
suQoeeding. The crew heeled the vessel, cleaned 
faer, and thm stood from St Mary's for the straits of 
Sunda. 

Th^ reached the straits on the seventeentii of 
November, being about 50° 30' south of the line. On 
a sudden, the cry of *' fire '* was heard fixmi below, 
and the captain found the steward pouring watw 
into a cask in which he said the fire was. The 
steward had goiae down with a candle to fill his keg 
with brandy, that he might serve out^a glass to each 
man in the morning, according to custom. He had 
suffered a spark to fali into the bunghole of the cask. 
The watfflr poured in seemed to have suppressed the 
flame, and it was thought to be extinguished. This 
was unfcfftunafeely not correct. The flames revived, and 
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both ends of the cask were blown out The spirit all 
in a blaze, reaching a heap of coals which lay under 
the cask, set them on fire also. The crew made every 
exertion to get the fire under, but there were unfor- 
tunately four tier of casks, one above another. The 
sulphurous smoke from the coals almost suffocated 
those who were in the hold labouring to put out 
the conflagration, and they could scarcely find the 
hatchways to regain tlie fresh air. It was now pro- 
posed to throw the powder overboard, but the super- 
cargo would not give his consent. He alleged that 
the fire might be got under, and that the powder 
alone would enable them to defend the ship in case 
of hostile attack. The powder, therefore, was suffered 
to remain. The fire every moment augmented. It 
was soon impossible to remain in the hold. The 
decks were scuttled, that the water might rush in as 
quickly as possible, but all appeared to be useless for 
the salvation of the vessel. 

The launch was astern, and the cutter was also 
lowered. There was nothing in the ship to be seen 
but flame, and out of her only the sea and sky. The 
crew began to feel great terror. It speedily seized 
most of them, so that they deserted their posts, slip- 
ping covertly to the outside of the vessel and conceal- 
ing themselves by the chain wales, until they dropped 
into the sea and swam to one or other of the boats» 
where they endeavoured to lie unobserved. The 
supercargo saw them from the galley, and they saw 
him. They told him that they were going to cast off 
from the ship, and requested him to lose no time in 
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saving himself, anJ, if he wisne I to accompany them, 
to descend the stem ladder. He went down to them, 
but endeavoured to persuade them to wait for thet 
captain and allow him to be called ; this they refused, 
cast off the painter, and pulled away froij^i the burning 
ship. The captain was, during all this time, endea- 
Touring to get the fire out. A seaman came to him 
with tears in his eyes, and said, '* The launch and the 
cutter have deserted us, what can we do ? '' The cap- 
tain replied, ** If they are gone, it is not to return 
again,'' and he then ran upon deck. There, seeing 
that the boats were indeed gone away, he set all sail 
upon the ship to run them down, but when only three 
ship lengths from them, they got the weather gage 
and made their escape. 

The captain now renewed his efforts to get the fire 
unda:. He told the crew that as, under Grod, there 
was no hope but in their own exertions, they had better 
persevere steadily -for that object. He ordered the 
powder to be thrown overboard, and they endeavoured 
to obey him. The fire was at the bottom of the hold, 
and it was difficult to reach it on account of the things 
which lay in the way. The water, it was resolved, 
should be let in through the ship's side, and the 
carpenters set about boring the necessary holes. 
Quantities of water were poured down the hatchways» 
and the utmost efforts were made, in the midst of 
groans and lamentations. A quantity of oil which 
was on board now took fire, and the flames became 
more and more ungovernable. 

The . situation of those who were in the burning 
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ship was now become the most terrible that can h& 
conceived. The greater the exertion that was made 
to subdue the flames, the more ftiriously they seemed 
to rage. Consternation was on every face. Tbe^ 
boldest were appalled. Exclamations of terror borstr 
from the unhappy crew, spreading from one to* 
another Hke the fire that was beneath th^n. There 
was no escape, and death appeared more and more 
inevitable ; as the moment of destruction approadied, 
their exertions and courage seemed to wither away 
together into apathy ; indifference to their fate gra*' 
dually destroyed the principle of self-preservation, 
when it was clear to the convictimi of all that even 
hope had taken leave of them. The captain, Bon- 
tekoe, one of the survivors, was standing on the deck 
with sixty-five others close to the main hatchway, 
receiving the water in buckets. Sixty barrels of 
powder had been throMm overboard, but three hundred 
yet remained to follow. The fire reached them, 
llie ship mounted into the air with one hundred and 
nineteen persons on board. In a moment not a 
human creature could be seen. The ocean was 
oovered over a large circumference with the shattered 
pieces of the wreck. 

The captain, Bontekoe, who left a narrative of the^ 
eiicumstances, says : — ** Although stunned by fbm 
explosion, sensation did not entirely forsake me, and 
perhaps some slender remnant of life and resolution 
still lurked in my heart. Thus, on flailing back into 
the water, near the wreck of the ship now in more 
titan a thousand pieces, I took a little breath, and 
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kokuftg aoroimd me, «aw the maminast, and th«i the 
foremast, floating dose by my side. I fainedthe 
ionoM, iitteiing exclamations of regret; and, occupied 
l^ reflections which my situaticm excited, I observed 
afouBg man nse from the water, who swam to part 
of the veisel, dying out, ' I have got it I * ' My 
€iod,* said I to myself, ' does any one survire ? " A> 
yard was drifting towiods him, and the mast which I 
had seued not being steady enough, I cried out t» 
him to push the yard a little nearw me, that I might 
secure myself on it and then jdn him, though twa 
wounds on the head, and bruizes over all my back, 
almost precluded me &om moving ; so that recom- 
mending myself to heaven, I thought a tittle longer 
time would tenninate my existence. Thus my com- 
panion and myself being seated togethw, each holding 
a plank in his hand, part of the wreck of the fore* 
castle, he raised himself, trying to discover the long- 
boat. He saw her indeed, but at such a distance,; 
that he was unable to discern whether the head or 
stem was foremost. At this period the sun went 
down, to our great affliction, fasr we were destitute of 
all prospect of succour, and our only consolation lay 
in invoking the mercy oi Ged to retieve our distress. 
After doing so with all humitity, we were agreeably 
SQif lised with the sight of both the launch and 
cutter, which met beiude ns. I cried to the people to^ 
save their captain, which they answered with dem(»i- 
atrations of wonder, askii^ if he was still in life. On 
my assuring them of the trulii, the young man 
Itapt bcddiy into the water and swam to the boat; 
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but, incapable of following his example, from the 
wounds I had received, I exclaimed, if they meant to 
save me, they must approach nearer. The trumpeter 
then threw out a rope, which I fastened about my 
body, and being drawn towards them, was taken into 
the boat. Formerly I had made a small place in the 
stem of this same boat, where two men could easily 
lie, and now went there to repose, thinking myself 
about to expire. Heyn Rol, the supercargo, and the 
rest, soon came to see me, when I told them that we 
ought to remain near the wreck during the night, 
in hopes of saving provisions, and try whether we 
might not by chance recover some of the compasses, 
for they had abandoned the vessel with such precipi- 
tation, as not only to leave all instruments behind 
them, but also every kind of provision. I now learned 
that the pilot had removed the compass from the 
binnacle ; a sure proof that he anticipated the de- 
struction of the ship. 

*' Whilst lying in the little recess in the boat, Heyn 
Bol, the supercargo, set the men to the oars, and made 
them row all night, as if there had been a prospect of 
finding land : but morning came, and they saw no 
appearance of it, which affected them grievously, or 
having left the wreck. Thus coming to ask my advice, 
I said they should have done as I had directed, for had 
we remained by the wreck, we should have saved 
plenty of provisions, as both meat and cheese were 
driving about in such quantities among our legs, that 
we could scarcely get free of them. They entreated 
me to come out, though for a short time ; to which I 
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answered, that my present condition rendered it very 
difficult, but I should do so if they would assist me ; 
tiierefore they carried me out. The first thing I did, 
was to ask how much provision they had : when they 
brought me one or two little casks, containing 
seven or eight pounds of biscuit, which was all they 
had saved. ' Comrades,* said I to them, ' we must 
fi)Uow another plan; lay aside your oars, for your 
strength will soon be exhausted/ — * What shall we 
do then ? * said they. ' Take your shirts and make 
saib of them.* — ' But how can we do that ? * the 
people answered, ' seeing we have neither needles nor 
thread.* I directed them to untwist all the cordage they 
could find about the boat, and then to run it through 
the linen. Thus they took off their shirts and mide 
sails out of them. But when I offered mine, they 
refused it, as essential to my own safety from my 
feeble state. Forty-six persons were in the launch, 
and twenty-six in the cutter, being seventy-two in 
the whole. A dressing-gown and a pillow had been 
thrown into the latter, which were brought me ; I put 
on the night-gown, and rested my head on the 
pillow, on account of the two wounds I had received 
in it Our surgeon was among those preserved, 
but having no medicines, he applied some chewed 
bread to my wounds, which, through God*s assistance, 
healed them. 

•* Occupied in making the sails, we drifted the whole 

day, and towards night they were ready. Hoisting 

them, we steered by the stars for a guide, though we 

; icould scarce observe their rising or setting. The 

VOL. II. c 
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night pvoyed exoesslvely coid, and ^le following da^ 
eeKdremelj hot» fircmi tile sun being perpendiBnkar 
sftboTe our headsk On tfa* twenty^-Srst ^ t^ moMih, 
and the two suooeeding days, we mado a kind of a 
crQ8»-8taff, by means of the cooper, who oould draw a 
little, and bad a pair of eompasses ; and we afterwards 
eotttnred to make a quadrant. I engraved a ckaity 
ms well as I conld» of tlra island of Siunatra and that 
of Java, together with the straits of Sunda hpatg 
between tbam, on a plai^ in the stem of the boat- 
Having on the same day that onr unfortunate vcaael 
was destroyed made an observationy and ii»und we 
wcse Skip soath of the liDe» I pricked the chart, and eal- 
oidated tiiat our distance was now ninety leagues firau 
land ; I also eonstrueted a eompas8> whereby we^mi^t 
tftser with greater certainty. The seven or «^t 
pounds of biseuit w«:e now distsibuted by equal pov- 
tkuas daily, of the size of a man^s finger ; bt^ that 
sloider steek could not last bng am/cmg so many. 
We had nothing whatever to drink, and thenee sul^ 
fored thirst insu]^)ertable.. Fortunately,, howevei^tlip 
ahy became overeast» and we spread the safls toiaceiiii^ 
the laUing rain, ^kat we might fill our caska to same 
i^aui in case of neoessifty* A cup wast made of a 
shoe» and I caiused the peoi^ to obaerve ord^ in 
dnnking» that is, whoever went to the eask to dxmk» 
should immediately return, leaving his ]^aee toaaiH 
ther. They all besought me to driok as much as I 
obese, but I restnctod mjsd£ tothasame aUeiwaiiaB 
that was given to the rest. 
^ The launch and cattethad. sat sail in aempaaf » 
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but tile former being the better sailer of the two, the 
gutter could scarcely keep up with her. None of the 
Peojde understanding navigation, ihey were appro- 
kensvfe of losing their course, and earnestly entreated 
me to receive them iafio the humch : but those with 
3ne opposed it, observing that, although the launch 
va» large, she could not contain so many, and all 
would infallibly perish; they then cut the tow-rope. 
Crreat misery prevailed among us» we had no food 

whattevtt-, and we were far firom sight of land. How- 
«v«-, I tried to encourage the men with assurances 
<rf being near the shore; but they began to murmur, 
«ayiBg, • Although the captaiu tells us we approach 
the land, it rather seems that we are receding farther 
fioa it • One day, when much distressed fiom 
hungw, it pleased God to send a flock of sea-fowl, 
«ying dose to us, as if on purpose to be taken ; and 
•ecordingly having caught some, we greedily devoured 
them raw,and as heartily as if they had been cooked. 
Yet we had not enough for a plentiful repast; and 
Ifcere still being no appearance of land, our hopes 
died quite away. The people in the cutt^, renewing 
^leir entreaties a aecaod time, were received into the 
Iwmch, for we thought that it was best we should all 
perish fc^ether. For better accommodation, as the 
kunch was deq^» a kind ci deck was laid of tbe 
•tts where part could si^ while others were below, 
tnd seventy-two souls w^re now crowded tc^ether, 
destitute of both meat anfl drink. While casting a 
»daneb<ay gaze on each ^her, it h^^ned, by the 
Uttcy of God, that a quantity of flying-fish rose fiaa 

c2 
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the water, and some fell within our reach. These 
we divided afhong us and ate raw, which proved a 
salutary relief, and saved our lives. It was wonderful 
indeed, that no person died, for several had hegun to 
drink salt water, notwithstanding my assuring them 
that they would derive no relief from it. Our misery 
daily increased, and the' rage of hunger urging us to 
extremities, the people hegan to regard each otb^ 
with ferocious looks. 

" Consulting among themselves, they secretly deter- 
mined to devour the hoys on hoard, and after their 
bodies were consumed, to throw lots who should next 
suffer death, that the Uves of the rest might be pre- 
served. I want words to express the sensations which 
this declaration excited in my breast ; and when I saw 
some of my comrades ready to tear the boys piece- 
meal, I earnestly prayed Grod to' divert their hearte 
from such cruelty; then approaching them, I said, 
* My friends, I pledge myself that we are not far 
from land, for I know it by our instruments ; let us 
put our trust in God, and he will send reUef.' But 
the people answered, that I had long amused them 
with such predictions, yet no land appeared ; and 
then indulged in loud murmurs, plainly expressing, 
that, should we not get sight of land in three days, 
the boys should be sacrificed. Satisfied of their bar- 
barous intentions, I redoubled my prayers to Heaven. 
I implored the Almighty, that he would preserve us 
frx)m so horrible a crime, that our sufferings might 
not be protracted beyond endurance, and that be 
would guide us to a haven of safety. We became iso 
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enfeebled that we could no longer stand upright. 
HeynRol was unable to rise, and though I could 
crawl from the stern to the head of the boat, encou- 
raging the people, I myself stood in greatest need of 
consolation. In this way we steered in a manner at 
random imtil the second of December, the thirteenth 
day after the calamity that befel our vessel. The 
aky became overcast, and having spread the sails, we 
caught our two kegs full of rain water. All the people 
had given up their shirts for sails ; and they were 
almost naked besides, from having left the vessel in 
such precipitation; therefore they crowded close 
together to increase their natural heat. At that time 
I was at the helm, always anxiously looking out for 
land ; but feeling quite benumbed, I called the quar- 
ter-master to relieve me, while I crawled as well as I 
could to the others, thrusting myself among them to 
obtain a little heat. The quarter-master had not 
been an hour at the helm, when the weather became 
dear and serene, and he suddenly called out * Land ! 
land ! ' Universal joy was disseminated ; our 
strength was renewed ; we crept out from under the 
sails, and hoisting them, stood for the shore, which 
we reached the same day. 

** Our first employment on landing was returning 
thanks to Heaven, in which I was not the least fer- 
vent, seeing we had now, on the last of the three days, 
been preserved from executing the cruel and bar- 
barous resdution of devouring our own species. This 
land proved an island, where we found plenty of 
Cpooa-nuts, but no fresh water, though industriously 
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smight. However, we drew off the mflk from the 
freshest of the iiats, and ate the kemd of the old ones, 
though in too great quantity, as it brought on the 
Hnxes. Next day we had recovered, and traversed 
all the island without seeing inhabitants. Laying in 
a store of cocoa-nuts, we sailed, and the following day 
came in sight of Sumatra, four or five leagues distant. 
So long as our nuts lasted, we coasted towards the 
east, and these b^g exhausted, it was necessary to 
seek some convenient place for debarkation, wfaidi the 
breaking of the surf opposed ; but four or five of the 
seamen ventured to swim ashore. After traversing- 
the beach some time, they discovered the mouth of a 
river, and made signs to us to come to them. We 
did so ; and, finding a dangerous bar at its entrance, 
I asked the people whether they would run the risk 
of crossing it. All answered in the affirmative. Thus 
sending two men astern, one at each side with an oar» 
snd myself being at the helm, we attempted the pas- 
sage. The first breaker half filled the boat ; but the 
men hastened to free her, some bahng out the water 
with their hats, others with their shoes. The second 
wave almost completely overwhelmed us, and it re- 
quired our utmost exertions to save ourselves, alwaj^ 
standing right across the bar. Happily the third 
broke short of the boat, and we landed in safety. 

" We now found fresh water, and beans growings 
among tihe grass ; and, at some distance from the 
landing-place, some tobacco beside the remains of a. 
fire. We were overjoyed at the sight, as it showed 
the island to be inhabited ; and kindUng five or six.- 



LOSS OF THIS NEW HO&N, 23 

flm, we w&at to sleep aod snake JIvf turns. At- 
darkness approached^ lentiii^ were potted in diffe- 
rent diveotaonB-firam the ires, lest the nativas might 
attempt to swpiise us. But during ni^t we teit 
eorselfies extremely HI, being tttscked hy saveM 
oolioB fcom tiiie ve^etehles we had'eat^n; and at thui» 
tiow, the n«th«3, taking advantage of the darkness, 
seoetiy stole near, wilh tiM design of massaoring us. 
Eortanstely oar sentinds descried their appsotch, else 
m might have been in great danger; ior, indepen- 
den% of iadiffpontion, all our arms weie two hatehett< 
and a rasty sword. Y^ although so slendwly jno- 
vided, we resolved that our lives should not be cheaply 
sold, ffiid, having ht^ time for ddiberation, I drew 
up my mon, «ach with a firebrand in his hand, with 
myself at their head. AH rushed against the na- 
tives, who, tertified at the formidable display, and not 
well knowing whether we were armed or otherwise^ 
took to flight. We, therefore, returned to our firea» 
and lamained undisturbed during the rest of the 
night At InreriL of day tha»e natives w«re observed 
ooming down to the beadi, on which we sent three of 
our men who bad formerly been in India, and under- 
stood something of the Malay tongue, towards them. 
Afpmaohii^ our people, they learned who we wene, 
and agreed to traffic with us : they than came to our 
main body, asking whether we had arms, whidi we 
took care to answer in the affirmativie, adding, thi^ 
ine had a great quantity of warlike stores, in whiclL 
reelect our weakiiees oookl not be betnyed, for the. 
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sails were spread over the launch, and prevented them 
from seeing what she contained. 

'* Collecting ahout eight crowns among us, we pur- 
chased hdled rice and poultry from them, of which 
we made a comfortahle repast. This finished, we 
endeavoured to discover the name of their com^ry, 
but we could make nothing of their answer, except 
that they frequently expressed the word Sumatra. 
Pointing to leeward, as if toward the island of Java, 
they repeated the name of Jan Keen, signifying that 
he was governor, and truly they were right, for John 
Peter Keen was then general-in-chief. We were agree- 
ably surprised by this intelligence; but provisions 
being scanty, I carried four men and our remaining 
money to a village, which was not far distant, in order 
to purchase a supply ; and having dime so, despatched 
them as expeditiously as possible to Heyn Rol, with 
instructions to make an equal distribution. In this 
village we were supplied with a pleasant kind of: 
liquor extracted from trees, possessing an inebriating 
quality ; and during a repast which we made on some 
fowls, the inhabitants of the village sat down beside, 
us, gazing with astonishment, but saying nothing., 
I then purchased, and paid five crowns and a half for 
a buffalo, which proved so fierce that we could not 
catch it The evening now beginning to close, J 
considered it time to depart; but my peq>le were 
anxious to remain behind, thinking it would be easier 
to catch the buffido by night than in. the day. I» 
therefore, bad them adieu, and came away. Return- 
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ing to the banks where the littie boat lay, I fell in - 
with a troop of natives quarrelling among themselves, 
and the subject of their dispute doubtless was, whe- 
ther to allow us to embark or not. Assuming a com- 
manding mien, I toc^ two by the arms and pushed > 
them towards the boat They entered it each with a - 
paddle before and astern, and I between them in the 
middle. After we had made some progress down the 
river, be who was behind me signified that he wanted 
money, whence, putting my hand in ^y purse, I 
drew out the fourth part of a piastre, with which I 
presented him. He looked at it a long time, as if 
in doubt whether to accept it or not ; at length, hav- 
ing wrapped it in a piece of linen encircling his waist, 
he returned to his place. The native before also 
came to me with signs that he too wanted s(»nething, 
whereupon I drew another coin of the same value 
from my purse, and gave it to him. He gazed on it, 
as if hesitating whether it should be accepted, and 
then took it, with marks of dissatisfaction. While 
about half down the river, they began to murmur, 
and, darting ferocious glances at me, I became 
alarn\ed for an attack. Indeed, I must acknowledge 
that I laboured under great apprehension, for I had 
no means whatever of defence. Putting my trust in 
Heaven, I began to sing a psalm, and so loud, that 
the banks of the river resounded with my voice., 
Whenever the natives heard me, they laughed im- 
moderately, conceiving that I had no impression of 
fear : and happily we got in sight of the launch. I. 
then. made. a sigpa to my own men, who ran down to . 
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the beaoh to reoeive me ; and I direetod the negroea 
to cairy ^» boat dose ash(ne. 

** The natives now inquiring whepe cfiir people fAapt, 
I pointed to tents that tliey had oonstruoted <tf bongiis 
dP tne» ; isnd I told fieyn Rol what Imd happened 
xe^ecti^ the baiido. Next morning, aeooidingly, 
two men toowgiit a buffalo, though not the same ti»t 
I had pordiaBed ; and by means of our eooper, who 
imdevgtood a little of tiie huiguage, we explained this 
matter* also ^^pressing surprise at the absence of our 
four taen, Hc^^ever, they said that the bi;^lo should 
be brought iiiienever it could be caught. To gvard 
against a similar acddeait, Wflhsm Gakn^ a ser^eant^ 
by my orders, ham-starung the animal, whidi Ml 
down ; and the n^roes, uttering a shout of suipdse, 
two or three hundred natives, po^ed m a neighbouring 
wood, rushed out and tried to intercept us from the 
boat. But one of the sentinels gave die alarm, and 
hastily Hed to join us. Peieeiving them i^roach 
with sabises and shkMs, I caUed to my people to 
savo liiems^ves ; when some gained the launch, and 
o^hears pluuged into ^le water. The natives pressed 
fuxmsly upon us, but were warmly received, Ihe Adp s 
baloer using the rusMy sword with great effisetf and Ite 
cAat two vigorcmsly suppmiting him with tiie hatdieti» 
Though we ^did our best, we should aoon have been 
overpowered, had we not kA; our grapnel behind, and 
hoisting safl, escaped. Several of our people were 
wounded, paitioulaiiy the baker, who bought so omk 
rageously ; he received the thrustof a poisoned lanoe 
ahove the naveL Afterwards he became seveneij- 
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iaimpoaodi^ and nimedkitely tiie wocm^d part gnm 
qsite blue ; nor did an i]:ieifio& all anwnd tlM wofund^. 
to prevent the poiwn spreading, prove of any aasist- 
anee, lar having acttacked his bowels, he died. The 
negroea, aeeing ns undrar tail, hastened to the bar at 
the mootii of the river, in hopes that we should b^ 
wredLed in croasing it, bat it was otherwise ordainecU 
ftr our host, being high before and strong built, 
pMsed it without taking in a drop of water, to their 
gseait sorprise, and indeed to our own, eonsidwing 
the troable we had be£ore exp^ienced. 

** Having gained tiie open sea, we aaoertained, on 
BNisteTing the people, that we had lost sixteen, vi&, 
eleven in the rencontre, the baker who died of his 
wound, and the four men who were left ashore at thft 
vdlage. These four, I firmly believe, were the means 
of saving my life, for unquestionably the dispute on 
the hanks respeoted the natives murdering me, a 
measvre wlddi some oppc^sed, awaiting my return 
with % great number of people, as I had promised. 
It was very distressing for us to leave our men be- 
hittd, without knowing anything of them; but on 
refleetiag that the natives oould not have left them 
alive, and as we had mily eight fowls and a small 
quantity of rioe to sustain fifty-six perscMis, it would 
have been imprudent to remain longer. Thus we 
coasted akmg a shore begirt by shoals, where we 
found some small shell fish, which proved a season- 
able supply, and tiien we fiUdl our kegs with fresh 
water in the neighbourhood. Leaving a bay behind, 
we stood out to sea, to proseeute our voyage. After 



2S SHIPWRECKS AND DISASTERS AT SEA. 

sailing some time, a great storm rendered it neces-- 
sary to take in aU the sails which we had spread over» 
the launch iox shelter, and we allowed her to drift 
until day-hreak. The gale then ahating, three islands 
were discovered at a distance, for which we re- 
solved to make, in hopes of obtaining some nou- 
rishment to support our miserable bodies. With the 
wind on 'the quarter, we reached them before night, 
and found bamboos and palm trees. The extremities 
of these plants being tender, we out off a quantity, 
which we ate, and then proceeded to fill our casks at 
a river. But all they could contain being insufficient, 
we used, as a substitute for others, the hollow part- 
of the bamboo between the joints, and got a quantity, 
equivalent to four casks of water by that expedient. 
While our people traversed the island without inter- 
ruption, I withdrew unperceived to ascend a high 
mountain, trusting that there I might encourage the 
men with some new hope, for they expected every- 
thing from me, while I was at a loss for want of 
proper instruments. 

'* The weather was fine and serene : looking around 
me in all directions, at length I discovered two great 
blue hills, and at the same time recollected to have 
formerly heard from William ComeUus Schouten, an 
experienced navigator, that, on the extreme point of 
Java, there were two of that description. Having 
left the' island of Sumatra, I saw the mountains to 
the right, without intermediate land in view. There- 
fore it was now evident, from the straits of Sunda 
being between Java and Sumatra, that we were in 
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the direct course. Prostrating myself on liie earth, 
-I prayed Heaven still to be our guide, and gratefully 
acknowledged the mercy we had hitherto experienced, 
•and transported with joy, hastened down the moun- 
tain to impart the glad tidings to the rest. 

" Impatient to depart^ we summoned the people, and 
quitted this, which we called Princess Island. About 
■midnight we descried what was taken for a vessel on 
■fiite, but on nearer approach, the light proved to pro- 
ceed from a smaU island called Dwars in de Weg, 
-in the straits of Sunda. One of the seamen, climbing 
up the mast, discovered vessels at a distance, of which 
he counted twenty-three. Our joy may be easily 
figured. We instantly got out our oars for greater 
speed, as the wind had lulled, and exerted ourselves 
to get up to them. Had we not discovered these ves- 
sels, our &te was inevitable, for we should have gone 
on to Bantam, where war had been declared against 
our countrymen, and thus run headlong into the 
hands of our enemies. Frederic Houtman, who 
commanded these vessels, which were Dutch, had 
seen us with a telescope from the quarter-deck. Won- 
dering at the singularity of our sails, he could by no 
means make out what we were, and sent out a boat 
to ascertain the truth. We recognized the people in 
the boat, for we had left the Texel in company, and 
separated in the Spanish Sea. After mutual con- 
gratulations, Heyn Rol and I went on board Hout- 
man*s ship, called the Virgin of Dordrecht. He 
ordered a table to be covered in his cabin for us ; and 
we could not refrain from tears at now finding our- 
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.wives in tbe midst of plmity. Houtman was never 
weary of listening to our adventuies* and expressed 
his admi£ati<Mi of our good fortune. We were pro- 
ved with elothes adapted to the climate, and. a 
yacht was appointed to carry us to Batavia.** 

Captain Bont^oe reached Batavia, and found 
there John Peter Koen the commandant, who gave 
him a new ship, called the Berger Boot, of thirty-two 
guns, in which he served some time, and eDoountewd 
numerous dangers. At last, on the fiftemth of 
Novemher, 1625> he reached Hdland in safety, and 
died at^Hom, where he was much respected. 



CHAPTER n. 

Misfortnnes of Captain Norwood, 1IS49^. 

Captain Norwood was one of the loyslist party 
in liie time of Charles I. He engaged with o^ier 
nyatist offiecm^ to embark for Am^riea, seeing the 
ilKdrs of the erown were not likely to amend, and 
^U^ th» nmiar^y existed no longer. He agreed 
m the year IM9, to meet two other officers who were 
loyalists^ and to arrange their immediate departure 
fiom England. A great many had already era- 
barked for the oolonies in different parts of the 
wastam world, and the captain with his two finends 
fixed upon Virginia for their resktenee^ Captam 
KMWOod was aeariy related to Sir WiQkm Berkeley, 
Ijbe gov^mmr of that colony for the king, of whom it 
ia handed down, tiiat, reporting on the state of things 
m Virgima, he wrot^ '* I thank Grod there ia no free 
aaheolsyor prin^g here,^ and I hope wa dudl not 
hsve either, ^eae lumdred yeank** 

It was in the mcmth of September, that Cs^taki 
Nonroed and otbem took their passage m & Tea- 
ad called &e Virginia Merchant, of three hmi- 
dced tons, and thirty guis» He and his llrieiifib 
agreed, inr six pounds sterling each, to he tHms- 
pertod to James River, in the cokmy already med- 
tisoed^ OntiiefifUeiitlLof tlwBKHith^theym^tlR 
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ship at Gravesend, and having gone tnrough the ne* 
cessary forms previous to the emharkation as passen- 
gers, and paid their money, they posted to the Downs. 
On the twenty- third, upon the vessel's coming round* 
they embarked at Deal, and in three days had 
cleared the Channel. They had a prosperous voyage 
for twenty days towards the Western Islands, where 
they designed to touch. The cooper first began to 
■ complain that they were short of water, there not being 
enough to last out the month for the number of three 
hundred and fifty souls, which were on board. This 
occasioned great alarm in the ship, and the master 
. thought it necessary to consult his ofiSoers on so fear- 
ful a situation. They were now, according to their 
calculation, off, or very near the Western Islands* 
. and expected to make Fayal, where they might re- 
plenish. The passengers were all rejoiced at t&e 
.tiiought of seeing the land. 

At day-break, on the fourteenth of October, they 
saw the peak of Fayal, the most conspicuous in the 
Atlantic, except that of Teneriff, with which seamen 
are acquainted. They soon made the harbour, and 
on anchoring, were speedily invited to dine on 
shore, by the English merchants resident there. 
They refreshed themselves with the fruits of that 
delightful island ; but they lost their long-boat, owing 
to the neglect of the sailors, who got drunk, and lay 
up and down in all quarters, in a very bad condition. 
The loss of the long-boat was a most serious incon- 
venience to them. In their revels they drank the two 
kings, of Portugal and England, although the ktler 
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was an exfle, and cannon were fired in honour of the 
occasion. The sailors who were on shore continued 
their carousings, and water was got into the ship, 
very slowly. The consumption of liquors on board 
made great havock with the stock. On the twenty- 
second of October they sailed firom Fayal, with a store 
of ings and fruit to supply them at sea. The wind 
was easterly — a topsail breeze which carried them 
into the trade wind ; and they swept along at the rate 
of fifty or sixty leagues a day, untU they made the 
Bermudas. In this latitude the seas were often 
stormy. The officer on the watch pointed out a 
water-spout to Norwood, which he seems to have 
viewed with thankfulness to Grod*s providence, that 
it did not ''hoist the ship out of her own proper 
element.'* 

The passengers and crew were equally pleased at 
the sight of land. The latter knew it by the true 
bearing from Cape Hatteras, and they all hoped to 
put their feet soon again upon dry land. The weather 
was fair until: the eighteenth. The water was then 
observed to change colour. They hove the lead, 
and found thirty-five fathoms, at which they were 
glad, having consumed almost all the stock on board. 
It was about break of day that Captain Norwood 
visited the watch in charge of the mate, whose name 
was Putts. The captain offered him some brandy, 
which he refused, unless he could have tobacco with 
it : he observed it was break of day, and that he would 
see what change there was in the water. No sooner 
had he looked, than he called out to the sailors, 

TOL. II. i> 



"All hands tloftl B»ak«»» blei*«» « b«4k 
gaaitettP The seamen »|>raiig to Ae deck m ft 
nemeKt, but when they %«w bow the ririp«l«3F, they 
detpcmded aad fell on their kaeea. The csptaia, wJw 
came on the flrrt alarm, was ss much di«ai«yed at his 
mm. The mate was a stout-hearted smlor, and m- 
stead of remaining still, called out, "Is then© na good 
fellow who will stand to the hehn and let go a. saa?" 
Yet of all the crew, only two foremast men daredficam 
foar to obey the commaixL ; one waa named Tlnmas 
Baisin, the other J<din Smith, sailora of ui^aaBlad 
courage. One went aloft and loosened the foretopaaa ; 
the other stood to the heim, and shifted it at the 
critical moment, for the ship was in tiie very aet «€ 
dashing among the breakers to the starboard. Thfc 
was the more remarkable as the vessel was gcae^ 
xnUy noted to not feeling the hehn. I^e sow Ml off 
ftom the danger maafdlly. On the larboard bow was 
another rock ready to receiTe her. By this time 1^ 
crew were ashamed of ^teir dastordly behavkmr, aad 
taking heart from the examples of Raisin and Smitii, 
went to work, when the shipfeU off again and escaped 
this new peril. Dayhght showed them the Mi 
hazard of thwr situation. Break«r8>iiroraided th«ii^ 
and the sea was white with the foam of &e raging 
water. There did not seem to be any channel among 
the rocks by which the vessel could be worked out of 
the labyrinth in which she waainw)lved. There was 
no time for delilMration, and ia tiiese misermble oif- 
camstances then^p struck, though faetMmMMf omif 
on a iand-bank. The wntor and sand rose tsgeUM^ 



m ttmm» «i^ £iU into Hie vesfel; 3^t though tbece 

tetmed but little hq;)e, the sailora vere now all under 

ewnmandt and omitted noHung w]^ch coi^ cott- 

Inbnte to their preservation. The ahip still floated, 

and a]^peared to go ahaad — mo«t (peering eiroumr 

stance. Raisin> the qhui who hefinre displayed so 

^uah aetinrity, seized tlfil helnw ai)d afterwards hove 

the lead. . A£ter a little further progresa, beyond 

fiheir matt sanguine hii^>e8» there waa still more 

ipater than the ship drew ; and it began to deepen, 

the lead showipg twen^ feet They hept the vessd 

in thia channel, untQ the light waa strong enough 

to enable the quartar-maater to con her. At last 

4hey got dear of the £urmidable breakers of Cape 

^aiteraa, and stood out to sea. No sooner waa the 

ship clear of the rocks and in the offing, than the 

aeameir surveyed aach ether for a moment, like so 

mmoff ghosts* in silenee and wonder. They seemed 

la daubft whether they were really in safety. They 

)dii0ok handa with eadi o&er aa if they were stran- 

fut had just arisen from the grave, and met they 

net htm. They could scaicely believe that they 

stiUinanwstenceof flash and blood. When 

liMf^^ nnmvmA theinaalves» tiiey made f mm the land 

vMi all 1^ sail thay oauld cany. 

ttey had «ly escaped one danger to get into 

JL atMm fiKgn the nocth^west now came on 
m hkm mth great violeBoe. They left the land be- 
hiid Hmm, at the aato oC eight miles an hour, with 
Iha im^mnamn anlf set It waa sooa thought 

,to OmUufa iheis wfiy. The ahip waa 

d2 
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ordered to be put about, the sails to be ftnied, ainl 
to try with the mizen. The sea ran so high thtit 
the sailors were puzzled how to put about the vessel, 
yet they were running at such a rate off the land, 
that it was absolutely necessary to control the 
rapidity of their course. Tphey lowered the main- 
ysml to ease the mast, but found it difficult to 
handle the foresail, as all hands were not strong 
enough to haul home the sheet to bring the vessel 
round. They shipped several heavy seas, and one 
broke with such violence aft, that a ton of water at 
least entered the round-house. The noise Wtts like 
the report of a cannon, as it struck the deck» and put 
the passengers in terrible fear. The ship was at 
length got about, and they lay trying under their 
mizen. 

Porpoises in immense numbers now appeared around 
the vessel, so that the oldest seamen on board de* 
dared they had never seen so many. Ihey aire 
generally supposed to be the forerunners of a storm, 
though in the present instance Captain Norwood 
observes the tempest was raging at ^e time they 
were first noticed. The ocean was covered^ with 
hissing foam. The wind appeared to rise still higher, 
so that the officers began to think ^ey could not be 
long without some disaster in the rigging. Between 
ten and eleven o*clock a crash was heard aloft, and 
the cry that the fore-topmast had come by the board. 
It had indeed been carried away, and with it had 
broken off the foremast head, just under the cap. 
The crew were now in great straits. Patts, ^e 
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rnate^ had the watch at ^e time, and apprehended 
that worse damage must soon follow. Between 
twelve and one the following morning, a tremendous 
sea broke into the ship forward, and so deluged the 
deck where the mate happened to be walking, that he 
retired aft with prayers on his tongue. He imagined 
that the ship was on the point of foundering. The 
blow seemed to be a stroke of death to the vessel, 
which remained stock still with her head in the 
wave, and then seemed to bore her way through it, 
and free herself. The passengers, men, women, and 
children, took leave of each other. A melancholy 
ory was heard throughout the ship, from the appre«^ 
henoon of immediate death. The mate, however^^ 
seeing that the water deaied away from the deck,, 
called all hands to the pumps. Upon examining the^ 
mischief which had been done by the sea, it was . 
fonnd that the forecastle, six guns, all the anchors - 
but one^ which was bent to the cable, together with> 
the two cooks, of which latter one was miraculously 
saved, were carried overboard. The «breach made 
toward for the sea to enter, opened a passage to the 
hold for the water. All on board who were able set 
to work to construct a platform of wood that would 
koep off an ordinary sea, to render the vessel as 
secure as it was possible to do in such distressing cir* 
enmstances. In fact the storm cut out sufficient 
kboar for all who were able to work every hour in the 
twen^-four. The bowsprit got loose, having lost the 
.flays and raging, so that they were obhgedtocut 
il away. The stays of all the masts were gone, and. 
the shroods loose and useless. The main-topmast, it 
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tms wsxi seeti, "^oM not stAnd long ; and Raisin, i^ 
Hie most acthe MOW on boai*d, rkn aloft T^h an %a» 
to cut it away, boping to save the mainttftiSt by that 
means. The danger of the operation seemed so «Iea;f 
to tho8» betow on deck, Ibiit he was called deihti 
urgently. He was scarcely on llie deck, when ^SttB 
mainmast and tojnnast t^sme down aft once, and Ml 
mto the sea to windward. Fbrtunat^ ne one wtm 
hurt by their fall. The mast was Still atlmfaed to ^tb 
ship by Itie shrouds, and struck her Hkse a, baftarittg*- 
tam at every motion of the waves^ The y iggt n j g, 
iherelbre, was wiCh diilenlty cut away, and Hie 
mast s^ ttee. tn this ifteJbe several of tke mxmMk 
M\ overb0ai4. I^ir less was the leis regatfM ^ 
<ihose who were safe, 4is Hiey eitpec^Mtke Man ^tt^ 
The mi jiemnaiA was now Isft, by wMeh alone thtOf 
•cotild hope %9 bring abottt the ship, whenever 4t 
became needfid. Ti^days were passed in this ^Sm- 
dressing state, 4lie tenth and eikrven^ of N# Vi>iili 8i , 
Oq the tweUI^ they saw an English merdMiiM; vessel , 
Whadi ehcpwefl Ins flag, bat avoided speatEkrg, fMring 
tie might be eompdled to lend eisasfiflanee, as his fbroit 
m gnns itwsthe wealsest. Bte fired a. ^dt to leewsiii^ 
and stood fiway. 

It was now ^^selutely neeesssrf to bring aliont *ftte 
is^p. The sailers were exhausted 'from toi «nd wtoit 
^f rest, and for some ditys had been um^sle to g€t 
^^ir meals. The passengcvs had no appetite, but M 
ifere likely to Ml short, for Hie bread was wcfltedfy^ 
lifae sea; the eook-room was vtoned a?way, so tiM 
VKrthftig coiM be ^bsssM %b nsoal, tend ib^ tPeib 
^compeMd at length to saw a "caffiK tHNusdetv flu tnd 



haM i£ it mtk lMffl»it, «iidr4^M^ maJke a health (o 
pefdi peas nud hofl Iheir salt heef betvv^efi decln. 
TMb -WW ^MOirted wiUi diffiouky, for Ihe whde 
a ppaiaius was 4iton tipaet, to the gveat fpievanee of 
who weie m expeetsdon «C satift^risg l^eir 



On the ee^eoteesth of fhe month the eea grew 
«a3iiier, and the^ lum MTerai Snglu^ yese^, iioae 
«f which, aaTe tme whfdb was m as bad a eonditkm 
fttfta. ^be fitorm as l^emseh^es, and felt"a comnmnity 
hn ndefrartnne, would speak with them. The vessel 
whic^ aeeoflited Norwood « ship lay to, for Ihe boat 
whiuh pttd him a visit. The fxiaster of the stranger 
pro pea od that he firaold he spued hands to aid him 
«t Ids p«mps, in heu of other tilings he might gt^ 
in return. He pronnsed to keep in eompany, and, if 
yesBiMe, to take tiie Virginia Merehant in tow to 
w«satber the eap^ ; b«t he £s«ppeared in the night, 
Jbt ge t t i n g Ins promises, aMiongh he was hound to Ihe 
■WflM pert. 

Oa the thirteenth of No^«n9)er, the weather being 
^M, tiftey tbon^ it a gsod opportunity to get the 
^ip «hefat wsfii the misen. This they sneeeeded m 
<«ffbeting, bat tiie next eon^deration was how .they 
A e iiid mrfte gail. I%eforemast,asl»gha6 to where 
It had lost its ci^, still remained, and it was neoes- 
may tftuitA yard ^oiAd be fixed to it. The diffiovHy 
to dimh the lM»e and greasy stump, for Ihere 
nethiBg «f whkh to take hold §x suj^iort «i 
^Bding. The ship^s erew were at a loss, uaiii 
l^Ma IUmm, who was apparei^y a gemns bom wMi 
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gfet retouroesy imdocjtook to make the attempt 
The patsengen, to eneourage him, promind to FfsneMfc 
him with a stock of Viiginian tobacco upon their 
arrival in port, idiould they be so fortunate as to reach 
it in safety. They set down on paper the proporti<KM 
each would bestow on the gallant feUow, and miuxf 
of them were not nice as to the quantity, for they 
m\&[ expected to reach the place of payment Raisin 
selected from the ship^s stores ludf a doxen 8{Nka 
nails. He drove one of them into the mast as hi^ 
as he could reach. He next took a ten-foot rope, and 
threaded a block with it, which divided it equally; 
He then made both ends of the rope meet in a knot 
over the spike. The block hanging on the opposite 
nde of the mast served for a stirrup to stand in for 
driving the next spike, and so on until he was am 
high as he wanted. He was careful to strike with 
his hammer at the time of the smoothest sea. H» 
soon managed to receive help from others of the crew» 
and they got up a yard and tackle in a few hours, so as 
to be able to carry sail towards their destination. 
The main-yard, which they had lowered at the oom* 
mencement of the gale, was now made to serve the 
purpose of a main-mast, being lashed to the stnmp» 
wMeh still remained eight or ten feet above the deck. 
They, not without difficulty, contrived to rig th«r 
masts with spare top-saiU. The sea grew still cahaer* 
and all seemed to promise well. The crew indulged 
a hoipe of seeing the capes, and making their destiBiecl 
port in safety. They now fell in with another shq^ 
bound to Virginia, which jHromised to rvmain 
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They ettdeaTOored to get to the wetther side 
ef Cape £Umry, thinking thej were- to the ioathwaxd 
if Qtpe HatterM ; bat they found, hy en obeenratieD* 
lliet they weie eaorried by a conent to windwaxd, ftr 
h eyott d all their reekoiiing or allowa&eea fur sailing; 
m feet so far, that when they tiionght they were to 
tile aouttiward of the cape, they were in reality to the 
north ci A(dioniack, aoocHtUmg to tiieir mate, whose 
Ofinion no one was capable (tf disputing. He averred* 
that if the wind remained as it was, there was no 
doubt they would all dine the next day within 
the capes. This expectation was the more agreesble 
as their water was again nearly gone, their meat 
spoiled and useless, and only a biBOuit a day per 
head« and of that not enough to last mUch longer. 
The mate fancied he saw the usual landmarks, bemg 
hummocks of trees, <^ which his twenty-third voyage 
had given him, as might be supposed, the capacity of 
judging rightly. The error was afterwards discoveredf 
and vras a sad disappointment Had their sails and 
agging been in a sound state, the mischief might 
ha^e been of less importance : both ci^^ weate in 
si^^ but the ship would not lie within eleven or 
twelve points of the wind, and they were compelled 
to mo fipom the land which they were so eager to 
make, and a i^rt time previously so certain among 
themselves of making in a few hours. There waa 
only an allowanee now of half a biMuit to each per* 
BQtt on board, five of which made a pound. Of drink 
thero was none except Malaga wine, which in- 
flamed their thirst Towards night the wind grew 



ti» BMite PtaHi hmag onek «Mt dtirB aH 

FdT dbfs and nigliii togvtinr #» iiML «e4 
•ok t» Mft so wfUkf^ Hut dMy iPMre «t hmaft a 
dMI leagMS &KN» ^M €«pe8 bdore thejr ca«M«et4» 
hIibA flbMM lie 4l«ie. TImjt frM eveiy m6ti»d, iff 

Hmj «mild be ilxed, to keep te W Hwl waid ; Irat ^ot 
want of iMiwIiiies nnA tnekie te ^»roe Hie saals sl^lise 
irind 'would trt times take them find rend tliem in. 
fMoos. 'XTse unp wond uten be tinxMsbng "snMiit 011 
nie t^ceen until Hie^r w^eie repttii^ed. t er not less tfasn 
Sncty .dtiyB tiiey were tossed akout stater tiiey hwi loflt 
<he land. On liie nineteenUi of November tiie wiotd 
iiiifted to tbe eastward* hxtt cane back again in ia 
flimct time to the nortli-west. The sea began to nm 
Hgb. The^ ibared the gnns wvcdd break loose when 
ree Mup ToMed, wb3e they mended tire sailsy the iMh* 
ings benig votteu. They at last were enaMed^o gcft 
rid ef Itns isaer by moving them iiito the hoM. By 
placing thOTS, too> thns lower isi the vessel, lAie hiA'ii 
tendency toMe'steady m the water* ' They got a VH/Om 
Yain water for di^ik, but for provisions they were iq 
a foimshing condilfem. 

In a week theyhad run two hundred leagues "to 
the east. There were differences tf( opinion amoni^ 
wB crew upon Ihe subject. Some thought Ihey hvd 
^oiw a good deal to the Boulh, and recommended tbe 
taaking Bermuda. In ^le midst of a contrariety itf 
9piaixm, it was «t length resolved to make «ny paact 






Mkcce^uidfaMMiigwi. Hie wqpiem>BiJ^ nhidti 
flnie CIm -#1^ vwowid wA. Ikmr mm md 
fittita. Thm wite wlaeh fpe» o— ght wci»<fl 
«m1 Hm piiM of otte on homA im« eoLlteii 
Ott» womatt, te goflM Willi chili, oibsad « inan tiwHljr 
«liffliiig« fiir«T«t, wluoh wsM seftwed, and ^m fMT 
« w a i m# 4ied. IfiMimUe tepi «pm» ^rms piMoi «^fl 
€ b M to M » caflM, iiIm^ MBMdaig te tii» ouslou «if 
tbe times, nwt fieeds Im iMft inlfa semmiBt ai^^ 
Hw SMBt depwas iiig ealiitty. TlHy «ertped and 
MDMbked ^leir tteaMubs 4o o w ap ew j % pndAig. 

SnUKga SMKy 88ft Vftn&ff ftVA MM tptOM WViI znecl 

in tnl, w&n ikn^ luxuries w^ik wlaoh the ^Aeeie- woA 
p&8S0ii §d'& Tvgslecl isiCBHelTeSy mm dpWI WbKII wK 
qwr looked witti longing and giu e d y "eywk 

Oaptain Nonfood fnysy ^nft the gveateeC iraftnig 
%e eoiperiBuoed ires ^tcru Itiirist. At flsght in his 
nUtthen he dieeuied "ttt iMfumg list uTeitkMvn^ 
■ilkure tnid Ifaeir ootrtBHtSy ni which he megised he 
muB Teuesfanig hmeeify aqmI ^le ^fioct 4qC which in hie 
wehiiig momeBts he ^found ^cry pRgodiael hy infta- 
Bniig his Amey. The 'cafHain hed « «BMilstei!e^ 
^dhtret IB soctv^, of which he iBwIe ^^((owood a por- 
laker, hut it wanted ^le ^idifioalieii <yf water Id 
i|aeiuAi the Ihiist; iiulwittirtaBdiBg wlutli, it was • 
^uij) gt'eat leAuslniuui. Ooe -day Hie ^^saptaia 4eA 
floifFooci BMotiM hcid "to s e flfc a'^BW By Mt of TrewiiwWiaf 
iathehottems'ertheaarthik Tbef ^wdL jwt wM w gh 
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to satisfy theb loogiiig) tlMmgh it was 80 thick M ha«^ 
to be palatable. They then got astride upon a bn^ 
of Mahnsey, and swallowing some of it found it pro* 
feraUe to the water, and the effect on Captain Nor* 
wood was eordial and b^oefidal. The caj^ain becami^ 
more gloomy, tremUing for his position, and then« 
confessing how much he felt for having been the 
means of bringing so many into trouble by a fSslse 
eonfldence in the goodness of his ship, he burst 
into tears. Ci4[>tain Norwood comforted him as weU 
as he could, and recommended that they shoidd 
rely upon Providence, and hffge fcur the best. 

They were now making for the nearest land, and 
suffering much fix>m hunger, fotigue, and thirst. In 
eight days they got once more into soundings, and 
on the fourth of January saw the land, but in what 
latitude none could telL The persons who should have 
kept the reckoning had negl^sted the duty f<5r some 
days. The sun had not been seen a good while. 
The. desperate situation in which the vessel had 
been, and the little hope they had of reaching the 
shore, together with the idea that they must veiy 
quickly render up an account in a different state of 
.being, made them neglect both log and journal. 
One day, about three in the afternoon, they were 
.fairly set in for the shore ; the weather was calm 
and the sea smooth, the land was seen about m 
miles distant, and they had twenty-five fathoms of 
water. They had gdIj one , anchor on board, which 
was"^ not let go, because if it were lost there was no 
ohance <^ saving the|sh^>, in case an absolnte 
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necessity for its use should arise, and' moreover the 
eaUe was too short for such a depth of water. The 
necessity of the crew and passengers was so great, 
tiiat it was at length agreed the ship should lie 
to, and a hoat he sent off to examine if there was a 
harbour for anchoring. Twelye or thirteen of the 
more sicUy on board, one of whom was a Majl>r Mor- 
risson, embarked in it, determined to risk any chance 
on shore, rather than remain longer in the vesseL 
In a short time the boat returned with the tidings 
of there being a creek where the ship might anchor, 
and also fresh water, whereof a bottle was brought 
to the vessel. There were also plenty of fowls ob- 
served, which would serve for food. The captain 
was eager to save the lives of the remaining passen- 
gers ; and not relying wholly on his maters report, he 
set off fbr the shore himself with Captain Norwood 
and a few others to examine the spot. As night 
came on, they saw the fires of those on shore, which 
gmded them to the place. The weather was very 
cold. As soon as they landed, they rushed to the 
water, as if it were the most delicious beverage they 
had ever tasted. They then shot a duck, which was 
cooked and eaten on the spot > They found a bed of 
oysters hard by, some of which made an agreeable 
additi<m to their repast. The duck was soon devoured, 
ttie head, legs, and entrails, being given to the ooc^ 
as his share. 

The captain now examined the water on the bar 
of the creek, and seemed satisfied of its depth. 
When day broke, though he appeared detennined 



lo €o«M la and wacbor, h« stfll wwoUed Gaf tain Ni»r 
wood te 9& btck wkfa hka to the gl^ Hm l«tU( 
xeplMd tkaA he did not see uiy neoeBiily, «i the shiy 
vouM BO soon be in heradif. Borrowing a coM»t 
dottk of one of the party, Nerwood resieiaed behind^ 
and the eepttin le-eAbaiked. No soonm had the 
beat pushed cS, th«i the sb^ was seen under 
aafl with all canTass ^hmmL This k is^ probable the 
oaplain had Bolieed when he ask^ Norwood to go 
n^ him. The vessel had set. seal with-it <»3ders 
fioDa the ci^^tain, who^ had di£tod^ in getting en 
hoard ; aod but fer the mats, who saw the boat fyom 
the tope, and got the seaineii to lay by imtil it came 
aloiigaide» the captain would hate been idMuadoned ae 
those on land were, and probably to a worse &te« 

Words cannot paint the anguieh and horror of the 
party left on shore in this unlBreseen manner. They 
were without food or neeessaries of any kindt and 
they had not tiie sl^(hte8t shelter* They consulted 
together on tUbr laiseraUe eomcBtion wi^liQat beinf 
ahletodeCemiiiieoiianytiiing. They i»r^ed Heafvea 
to hare meocy v^oa them, and findly requested 
Captain N(»woed to be their leader, and tc^ advise 
Ihem in ndiatwae. most Hkdy to ceBtitbute td timr 
preeervalioii. it tortunately hnqipeDed that Captaai 
Nerwood's Dut^ serrant had saved ftom hie ewn 
wants^a hoard of thaty biseutts* whidi he had i^arred 
himself more than he need have done, to preaaiTa far 
an hour (tf. yet iwniepiMaiBg want. Theywewkia 
handle he had/ pot into the boat wdiea his wastot 
eameonahow. Qaptan Kenned dmtedtheM into 



Mt te w L peitiBii8» beii^ one frr eai^ ioditiiMd im 
drate. It WW' now ^te fifth <tf Jamuyry, and Um 
vwthear wm sereveiy cold. The whole paity e«Br 
iifkred that nothiag but deacdi alteF protiactod nuMiy 
was be&xre them. Each man was mftsterad wf& a 
Inrling^pieoe who had ever been accnctomad to ita um ; 
and powder and shot, which had Imrtunately hoea 
l»imght«i i^ore, were ^Urered to emh, hf wIh^ 
means some geeae weee kflled that day for thrar 
sopfier. In the mean time Mr. fVaaeis Gary, tiM 
soaain of Captain Norwood, waa sent to expkNre the 
ereek, and see if he could discoYer any Indians or 
otiiar inhabitairts, ham whom it was Uki^ Ae wanM 
of tiM party might b^ relkved. It was possible thef 
BB^rt find enemies, and in t^iat case it was lesdTed 
to sell th^ir liyes as dearly as^posnble. Cary returned 
m no longer time than an hour s absence, with the 
mrfortimate intelligence that tl^y weie upon a smafl 
island. Mb had seen no traees of natlTes, and Ihe 
water between the island and die main was cteeper 
than his head, as fur as he eonkl obsenre. The fowk 
of Ae air were the only liidng things he had seen. 
This melai^hdy intelligence filled them with dismays 
as it w^ might, and they with diflleulty kept them- 
Kiws from utter despair. The lih^heod of perisluiig 
by. a llngerkig death was eons^terably increased; 
they w^e wholly without food. Clary now cfei^ypeered 
fimn among them, and ne one knew wheve he was 
gene. In a Kttl^ tine he came back with a quantity 
^eystei^ in Im htanAs, which he fimnd by aoekbnl 
h» ttie hed of a «m?rent, eontigueus to ar hrge bank of 
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the tame species of shell-fisli. These oysters were 
the mam subsistence of the party ; though, while the 
ookL weather remained, great quantities of wild fowl 
frequented the island, many of which they kiUed and 
roasted upon sticks, devouring every part of them but 
the feathers. As the weather grew warmer, the 
number of these fowls diminished, and then they 
were compelled to subsist upon oysters alone. They 
also met with a sort of weed, about five inches long, 
and thick like a house-leek, that they boiled with 
a little pepper, of which they happened to have 
brought on shore about a pound, and then with five 
ia six oysters it became occasionally a kind of feast 
to them. They erected huts to shield themsdves 
from the weather, and made one for every six. There 
were three weak women among their number. 

The endeavours of the party to procure food were 
unremitting. One morning, Captain Norwood killed 
a gr^at number of small birds called " oxeyes '' in 
the country, which afforded the party a banquet, but 
these birds soon afterwards disappeared, and hunger 
again pressed upon them. All their efforts were 
directed to spin out their miserable lives a little 
longer, for they had a presentiment that famine was 
to dose their career, and that what they had hitherto 
obtained towards supporting their existence was but 
a feeble means of protracting that which was inevi- 
table. A spring-tide and heavy rains for a time 
made the oyster bank less acces^ble, and they began 
at last to grow so weak, that they could hardly tear 
away the oysters from the bank when they were able 
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to iwck them. All the birds they oould see begta 
to get shy. Their guns were soon out oi order, and 
their powder damp. One of the wom^oi died, and 
the other two were oonstrained to feed upcm her 
remains. Four of the men died about the same tame; 
and their bodies, horrible to relate, became the chief 
subsistence of those who survived. The deceased 
had perished of hungw, but death was hastened by 
a severe storm of cold attended with snow. Those 
who were stm ahve sufT^md greaHyfircon its effiwts. 
It was now an effort of labour almost past the power 
of the strongest to collect fuel sufficient to keep a 
fire, without which they must have very quickly 
succumbed. Captain Norwood took off his cloak and 
made it a sort of screen against the wind, having 
found it necessary to move to some more sheltered spot 
than tiiat where they had at first taken up their quar- 
ters. Behind the cloak a portion of the number were 
huddled together : those who could not be thus acoom- 
modated suffered more severely, for want of some 
similar security. With a fire having two or three 
loads of wood upon it, they could not keep themselves 
warm. On one side even their dothes were scorched* 
while on the other they were ficozen. 

They. now considered what could be done to give 
any of them a chance of ultimate safety. Some of 
them, though they still retained more vigour than 
others, were not adequate in strength to struggle with 
the difficulties of their situation much longer. The 
being cooped in a small island seemed to deprive them 
entirely of hope. Mijor Mornsson, who was oae oi 

VOL. II. > 



«0 

Hm man pnft af ttie fMtj^ ootUl ae teMgor fltmi 
«i his b^ CmfteiD Nwmtoi ^mm stifl ui 4te 
eajoyiMrt <f toiirdMi 8(i«n§fli, wL ke «oiilii tWwl 
•f no oter (fan 4kam ttttomfdng to swim liie ^reck 
lutptim tiM idaad «Dd <ilM SMin land. TIm waler 
motmore^m a kwi A wi yaHto •otaas ; mad totiwig 
H, 1m thottglit, kj dttt rtui g «he wooAs to ibe 
Boofti wiMt, hB miillit iDMl; wMk iiidauM ii4m> wooIA 
«itlwr reli0V« or Awtvoy kim. Deatli at tfwir liMidB 
wmM ba bMar Iteai dyng of ftuomie. Tlie party 
msread, upon^liberatian, that it waatiia ottly nikimA 
•ckaBK wbaak oanld, m ftmr ciHsumatanoes, i^lK»d 
any iMpa of nliaf. TIm a meipiiae ^as doapenite, 
•ndsowasllMpraaeiitflltmittionof tfaepaity. Itwn 
Boar tke thotennth of January, and tlioy liad been 
BJDO daya on tfaa takaid, ia Hm open afr,£Nr€ieir ImCs 
ewkidod B oiti MMr uML aor vain. % Tkey had keai 
landed Ikob a i^esael ^Aoe tiiey kad^ndmed kunger, 
thiiat, and fetigvie, inr ae^eral neBt^ A kst effiitt 
it WBB Ikanfiire neceaaary to make. l!%ey gathered 
aa maiiy oyatera as woold fill two qaart botflea, ^ 
ke boiled ia Iheir own liquor, and grran to Captan 
Nerwaod Ibr faaa tHnroHiBg ^todk. Everytiung w«8 
ready for setting eat en tins ^Mdom adi^efltiwe, and 
the£eduBgof4heay«texB was tteeily effeeted, ^vken 
Gary, ivhokad been «ut rambhng, declared that he 
«HF Ind ia na on the main l«aid. Oaptoan Noiwead 
ast ont, bnt eeuld omK <get a tf ^mpao ^ tmy, aod 
taeatedlfae matte as aeaae deoeptiMi of€aiye «igM, 
tkat wkm ke «wated, ke kad HmmM ^ ^^er- 



' ClftplBfii f^orvfood now Tdiumed again to "tlie ta^ 
ItfxoRipieting bis oookeiry, and bad fiHed one bottle, 
l^lien be was tempted -to go 6nt witb bis gun, hearing 
Ihe noise of geese. He bad Ibe goodibrtune totboot 
one 'wi^oat a witness, and determined 'to eat it alone, 
hoping to be so mncb tbe stronger for swimming the 
«reek in consequence, ffe lAieie^Dre bung tbe goose 
tm a tree, while be went to call tbe cook to dra» it 
necretly: from bim tbe bead, bones, and entrails, 
woidd bave secured secrecy. When the captain 
came back, be found all tbe bird but the bead was 
carried off. This, as be learned afterwards Aromtbe 
Indians, was done byfbxes or wolves, which abounded 
in tiie island. Tbe loss was looked upon by tbe eap- 
tein with a sad heart, and, witb a hungry stomadi, 
iie was dUiged'to return to the cooking of Ms oysters, 
thr tire tenth day of bis being on the island, all was 
leady to beginthe journey, when a canoe was found 
lying on tbe south of theishmd, and it was soon ibund 
^ftiat the Indians bad discovered ^e women's hut in 
^0 night, and bad given Hiem sbell^sb to eat. 
The men bad, as already observed, removed to wme 
distance from tbe spot where they bad been qvupftaied 
«t ^rst, in-order to be less exposed to ^le o^d ; tbe 
"poor women, it would seem, bad remained. They 
laid Aiatthe Indians pointed to tbe -south-east, bnt 
they didiSLot understand Utiek signs, and^otdytbought 
*ftnt 'tiiey intended to inttmate Hiey weakL come agm 
tbe next-day. 

TIds int^iigeRoe jmipei^ng tbe In^foM gave 
Ibe flitffecing party'Bew Iflb^ iiaaybad Jbm 4osHi 

b2 
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in despair, detennined they would rise oo morc^ 
They now began to think of the best mode of rer 
ceiving the Indians on their arrival; and it was 
agreed that each man should have his gun by 
his side, loaded, and rendered fit for use, so 
that if the Indians showed themselves inimical* 
which was not very probable, their lives might be 
disposed of as dearly as possible. In this way did 
every eye look out keenly for the strangers. AYhen 
the sun was in the south-east, each man looked 
through the avenues of the woods in hopes to see 
them approach. The sun came to the south, but 
they were not seen; and then the sufferers were 
tortured with doubt and uncertainty, in a manner 
impossible to describe. All the forenoon they watched ; 
those who were able going out as scouts to try and 
discover them in vain. The necessity of their case 
increased their anxiety. They felt too deeply that 
their doom depended on the appearance of the Indians 
— ^it was the last stake for life. To swim the creek in 
the severe cold which then prevailed was a dange^us 
experiment in respect to life, yet Captain Norwood 
began again to think of it 

It was between two and three o^clock in the day 
when the Indians appeared from behind a tree, without 
arms, and with kind countenances. There were men, 
women, and children, who all appeared to pity tb^ 
wretched situation of the English, shaking hands 
with them heartily. They repeated frequently the 
word Nytop ! whidi was thought to have a friendly 
signification, and in fact to mean ** My friend.^* 
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Beyond this they could not understand each other, 
and ^eir interview was a mere jargon of unintellf- 
gible sounds. They then gave the English ears of 
Indian com, to satisfy their hunger for the moment. 
The Indian women, in particular, seemed to feel deeply 
fiHT the sufferings of the emaciated beings before them ; 
and one of them presented Captain Norwood with the 
leg of a swan, which he remarked he thought the 
best, because it was the largest, he had ever seen. 
The Indians remained two hours, and parted with the 
promise, as wdl as . signs could be understood, that 
^ey would come again on the following day. They 
pointed to the sun, to indicate the hour of two 
in the afternoon. Some ribbon, and a few similar 
articles which Captain Norwood happened to possess, 
were presented to the chief. They then pointed 
again at the sun, and took their leave, having left a 
sufficiency of Indian com and bread to supply the 
calls of appetite among the party, which did not see 
them go away without regret. 

The next day these charitable Indians came again, 
men, women, and children, bringing bread and com 
enough for all : many of them asked for beads and a 
few similar things of those who had brought them on 
shore, and they were given to them fi*eely. Those 
who had none to give in exchange, received food from 
these kind Indians without any return. One of them, 
an old maii, applied to Captain Norwood by gestures, 
as if he wished to be informed of what country Nor- 
wood and his friends were. Signs in reply were 
given, but both parties were equally unintelligible to 
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e&ck otber* At ksl the capteia reoa^eetoi ikMbf 
read that iverowaaee, whieh. the old maax had iA* 
fueiitly^xmoimcedy meant JUiag" in Biigliah* Spealdnf 
the word to the old manem^halieally, seemed to pi— et 
hxokf and he led Norwood te the sea side,, when he 
emhavked in a canoe for aplace wheoe a mneh Unrgei 
oxss wa& kid up. Thi& was set afloat, and the p»lf 
got into it, being six short of tiie imnftber whi^ 
had come ashcve ^m the ship; Four men and oaa 
woman were known to he dead, aiMlone oth^rwemav 
was absent, bulf the Indians hinted they knew it^ and 
woukL take care of her. They were new caixied to tfao 
home of an IndUan, and welcomed with great hospi- 
tality, after, the manner of that people. Their arms 
and powder were pkeed in security, food snppUed 
to them, and a large fire. ¥vac9 and dieei skins weia 
placed over them for warmth ; in shcurt, no kindnesses 
which their unaffected hosts couM riiew or obtain 
were omitted towards them. Compassion and tendn* 
ness were visible in everything these children of nft» 
ture did. To Cluristiaas it was felt as a reproach, that 
they frequently; so fan from affording ^iceour to pev* 
SOBS shipwrecked, too c^ten neglected them wMl^ 
or treated theu with barbarity. In the woods of 
America, the brave, but simple Indians practised 
those virtues of which Christians only talked. Thef 
neither plundered, nor did they seem to oovet any-* 
thing in the possession of the shipwrecked bmh. Bi 
a hut of mat, bark,, and reeds fixed on poles, fte 
party were thue entertained, and treated wiA 9 
heiled swan £n* tl^ir aappes. 
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HaftmhiMt ^j « •oaad fliM|> upM & stMua^ no 
laigpr.wayjpg, NsupmcL and hk oompMiinns in mis- 
fwit«n» awoka^ m iM seenad to them, m an eavdily 
famiiinn A |^m4 te(ikfairt.was pio^rided lor them* 
ihm fbD^-anaa laBtocad* and tbay set off to wkere tha 
lung QE efaiaf lesided, laaving tiba twa woiaen to tha 
aaca of tha Indians* who wecaso wei^ that they eould 
not accoMpaay thea^ imtil means eould be adopted 
of gatting them to Vkginia» wheye they ultimately 
amvad in saJfety, and waia afkcwaida married. Tha 
tEaxraUera bad not gone far npoft their journey, wba& 
they ware stopfed by oidevs from the chief, and sent 
back to their old quarters, he having heard of theit 
wei^ and emaciated oondition^ The chief would not 
sufiiar them to waUu bait had sent eaaoes to the creek 
fitt then to aome to him by another route. Thej 
want hack aeeordiagly» and embarked, jpassing abont 
thaaa miles tlwevgh anothei bvanckc^ tha eieek they 
kid ioimeiiy aattteed; and thay laaded near the 
iwridfinaa oi tha chidTs wi£t^ wha treated them with 
£aad of Yamim kinds^ Th^ tksn set out for th» 
ahifldf's^MOi rasidanoe, whidsk waa buik of matting andl 

Pasia of wood wen sunk in the groimd at the 
to sustam tha fobric and render all secure. 
The laof waa tied down with strong rushes. The 
bsendth of the house or palace was ahout twenty feet, 
theluigth sixty. The only furniture were plat* 

£mc lepoamg ilpcaweaah abou| six feet long; 

jj^ood on bodk skdea of the building, about five feel 

^ other. A hole in the midst of the roof 

faa the ekiimiuBy, through which all the smoke 
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did not issue, enough bomg left to be ti aub l c BOMfrf» 
those seated below, who were drvided into two ruifeB; 
disposed one on each side of the hovte. Fourteen 
fires were lighted at once. The apartment oi the 
king, or chief, was twice as long as that oi the rest ; 
and he sat upon a bed of deer skins, otter furs, and 
beai^r, the finest that could be procured. Hie pafif" 
(^ Captain Norwood was conducted to a fixe by them^ 
selves, to which no Indians came but those who w«ve 
bent upon some friendly office. The chief sent hi» 
daughter, about twelve years old, with a bowl of re- 
flreshments, which were delivered out of a musael** 
shaped shell. 

After the visiters had eaten, the chief s^it to Cap- 
tain Norwood, requesting he would come to him. 
He was made to take his place by the chief, who called 
him his brother. A consultation was then hcM 
among the Indians present, which seemed to relate 
to the situation of the shipwrecked people. Captain 
Norwood presented the chief with a fswotd and belt, 
which he put on, and with which he was much de- 
lighted. After mutual civilities, and having received 
much kindness, Captain Norwood parted, without 
making any progress in getting their Indian fnends 
to understand they wished to set out for Virgima. 

Thus kindly treated, they gained strength daily, 
and became more and more anxious to get away* 
They thought Virginia could not be at any very gsaat 
distance, and that it bore from them south by west, to 
iouth-west They were ignorant of the latitude of ^e 
spot in which they were. They imagined it wvs 
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piB|Uf ^dMartiwy wiere to the sonih of Menados, a Dutch* 
p1>ptoitio»» noir the oity d New York. They there 
fore b^^ to WTO some provisions fbr their journey ; 
but the chi^penotrated their design, and endeavoured, 
by «¥«ry meuis he possessed in the way of gesture 
a«d sign, to dksuade them from attempting it He 
ikefwed them tiiat the cold, rain, darkness, and 
svMoeips* would prove fiital, unless they were directed 
by pttiaons acquainted with the route. He pointedto 
his corn and his fires, and signified that the party' 
waji welcome to them. In fieu^t, the goodness of the 
duBf towards them was unbounded. In a httle time 
he made Captain Norwood understand better what 
he wished to say. He seemed to desire to know whe- 
ther ^y wished to go to the south or north. Upon 
beli^ informed that the south was the direction, the 
chief was much pleased, and one of his suite made a 
soii of map on the ground with a stick, and drew the 
coimtry to the south. The most southemly point he 
called Achomack, whkh Captain Norwood beUeved to 
be Virginia, «nd made them understand that it 
was there he wished to go, at which the chief ap- 
peased much gratified. They began at last to 
be impatient to go away, which seemed to dis- 
please the chief, who again showed them his corn, 
and in fiu^ forced them to lay aside the thought of 
depaciing until he gave the wotd. On the mention 
of Aohomadc he indicated that it was not yet time, 
and he de^atehed a messenger to that place, which 
aft^ all might not be Virginia. S^ everything in 
the way of atlei^ioii and kindness, which these 
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jBuMaom oaiM Infah 19011 iSm fm^^ wtB^ HmHn 
ykUdL The; vMthor wm ttmij^mti tiweitt on* 

CBMBTCL €i9teiKN«1MiilMMltaHBaRft.TMit«»«k8 

ipfc^qf tiie dutf. r wiAwtwi.ty 1mm iigUtii^ Midi hwl 
jwi nknme^ wfasa fae iMBHi Hi^ ^m ■niiwm|^» 
lAom tiie cini kai sMt WM ooaw badt mtk Qifemi^ 
OBe of whom ware AeBa^uli dMk He inlbracMii 
Cq^iiiu Mi a w uMl oi &ft dvpTs mam^l^ Mid «# tk# 
lifflwriikw diB eowMlMidMbM sfeanlrati Jmmm 
Bhw^ iplieTO 8h« i«a ob aiM». Th»poiBWi tewi^ 
OK Intom^iiBittikiM^wb^ ieiiBdafckrti ip liw. litatt 
Hhm ifc was aicerftoiiaA tint ihm pHrtjr w«d» akMib 
fli^nilmfroB Yirpnk. Tb dini iMUled t» gtC 
Q^ a cbnoo tftenkwtMa him gmmta, baft Capteia Na» 
^raod. waft tm isqalint to gm mwwf^ audi waaM ait 
laatiaitt tawiliiaw it. 

nm claami hmim^ ^timtt a fiMMQrte€iplHB.]&Kw 
lipacb^eBPifeiatcaat; hapiiHiMfciii it tebiaa> A 
aS smAot hMmi wMg-ktm to theduaTi 
•igi tiwn w i t k a gBwidk twaeege^ wkkhiai^jlUti^hm^ 
A fawpreaoiti ftsBi: otiMTB of tkar pai% WHca ^mL ^p 
witkH^^taontnaaik^haiK Capliia Normal ani 
^me^m ffaar Buna wlia were btfe a»i itoi^ eaaagli 
ftr tba laanagr, act out aunediatelj aainr tlm 
gpabnce of iihe waiamufeiii. M^^ar MonkMBw Ihe 
tlpo woBtti, aod sNae alfaen» anae lift td aatt uaik 
<te biali, nidob tha gp a Buaa kaieiieiailDi^iaaoi 
taneem thm^ iteuM amia. Thi^toaiB a. Mg^al* 
Mleaf» of thadaaC; awlialt«« paaanyawampa api 
GBMka wMMat mnaber^ aai bdagr antartniftad bi»4 
pMbfyaatiMirwi^lB^tbaMdHpaaBi their diieft^ 




uuKoenmEM or captain no&wood. 5^ 

yImri tbay chaneed to Ml in with them. The toQ 
wtm oonsiderable, and Captain Norwood was nearly 
w ereo ia e by the fiitigue, which, frcnn wearing the 
boots of that age, was very much increased : his shoes 
lie had worn out At kf IL h» became desperate 
MBd ready to siidL down. When they came within view 
of a retting place, on the last day but one, he wfl- 
iMll^f eemgiteA t».a motiettfoc nteeying «it.of ^ior% 
Tithei a^sm 8e»A huadradyaida iwtfaerteashdtau 
ne mesJk dajF ikmy endUd theiv toils at. AehflOBttd^ 
■Mfo pmfmtf the eountgit of Nesthamfybw, in Vies 
Tb^ wwe treated m the nest bospitabU 
by the esionislB^ wha wo«lA not aee^t anft 
hmd tf TeBinnswtien fey their gwd ctfees> At th* 
hmiam ^ lfi» Yaxdlyj^ wko- Jiad bee& gwewam of ViK»^ 
gjnin^ and who* bad manded ft Dutek lady namnit 
GiMitiA. fnm Rattttrdaai, whoM Captain NormoA 
■Bs WMMPA m' Ssvopd aPttft ai cJliM^^ 1m w veeeefv 
Ifte- m rf biliea, and i^imnMid ten day^iwwtinf to % 
Mtaace MeoM ik» bov t» bia vlliMatft destiaaliQKk 
Captam Nerweed wib w^ leeeiwL by tb* gmyaei^ 
fiir WiBtMtt BiiiJBy, » iniirthil leyaMst Heai^aaw 
l» hxfe QOfnapenied witk Cha d e a t IL dttrint Mm 
wHm, mA to lMf» Mde aft iippiMfuntn i» tbii 
•sisny eoiy mfom -tike baif^s mtAmKbf. Cap^nia 
Mmwaad: was bis rsHrtm^ muk «a* soit by hbaa-tt^ 
HolhiTid to solicit of Chaiks tb* plaeeef tBeaeunr o£ 
yk^pgdm, toid by the delinqueMy of tfisClaybeuiBe. 
nis pftiee Nevipmd sabaeqiiatfy ebtflined, aod^then 
ikia pB^MUe bft ended Us d^r«» 



CHAPTER m. 

V 

Th« Shipwreck of a Spanish vessel, in 1678, on the coMt of America* 

A SvAKiSH Teteel of burden, Itden wHIi variocM 
goods, set sail in 1678 iVom Callao, bound to Panama,' 
place she wrived safely, and anchored on the 
of May. Ywrn Panmma she sailed with mer* 
ehandize tat CiMera, a port in New Spain, sitntded 
ia ^ province of Costa Rica. There were seyeral 
passengers in the vessel firom Panama to Caldera. 
They sailed on the 10th of May, hoping to arrive at 
I3ie end of their voyage in about nine da3r8, as was 
usual. Instead of making the distance in the time 
they had anticipated, they were obMged, after beating' 
about for five days, to cast anchor at the mouth of 
the Mangkres, which descends from Chiriqui, a lofty 
mountain noted f<Mr its gold mines. Most of those on' 
board, thinking the passage would be short, had only 
taken with them provisions for eight &ys. At iSta^ 
anchorage, therefore, some ci tbrnm were obliged to go 
on shore to purchase more. These provisions con^ 
slated of calves, jngs, fowls, Indian com, and soma of 
the fruits of ^ country. 

Having set sail again they encountered a heavy 
sea, which continued until the eighteenth,-^the time 
about which they had anticipated they should be able 
to anchor in the port of their destination. On the 
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mneteenth, about four o*clock in the afternoon, a 
Tidbnt storm came on, which attacked them before 
they had time to prepare to meet its fiiry. The wind 
and sea drove them so close to a ooast'full of rocks 
and sand-banks that, had the i^p been carried a 
musket-shot fluiher, she must have been dashed into 
a Uiousand pieces, and every soul on board have 
pefubed, tb^re being no beach <m that eoast, but aU 
terriUy bristled with rooks. In ocder to escape a 
&te so dreadftil, the long-beat waa set i^oat, and 
eight vigorous rowers ej^rted their utmost to tow the 
vessel clear of the danger. By great exertion they 
succeeded; but their labour during the storm 
suIiQected the crew to so much ^tigue, that they 
ceaftG4 to keep a good look-out, and at midnight the 
al|ip got among the rocks, and was carried close to 
one of them with such impetuosity that, b^re they 
were aware of it, the ports on the larboard siie were 
earned away. 

All on board were now aroused, and bdieved every- 
thing was over, — none doubted but that the keel oi 
the vessd had struck. It was dark, and impossible to 
dueoyer where they might be, <» what injury wis 
done. The night was passed in a state of dreadM 
anxiety ; though fortunately the storm had abated. 
HappUy when day dawned ^y found that they had 
suiTiured more*from fear than the ii^ury done to the ship 
would justify ; though a lew feet nearer the rodE, and 
they must have foundered. The wmd waa favourabla» 
and they ventured to luHst their sails; but the 
did not long oontinue in the same point : the 



fom *tty« fblloiHnfe ittawaigea «• legsl^aft^fe totw^ 
In feet, efter %ca«fittg ribont^untll IJhey fownd ^Saxff 
nmtemo way, ilwyirwe Jnst rf Khe leoiftth -ef «k6 
1riverwiieretlleyllat^oiie0n^allOfe^Ce*y^ay^lJrf^l» 
to pnwihase prowieu*. They wwe iww «g«iR slw* 
offlea«todt: wme ef €ie paesengoro liaA MtoR 'Bf 
^ their piovisioBs 4h»e Aays before, «ad <#«• IwMig 
^«ie i»pt«i!i*«. It %e««ae tooetMy , Aeiwfiwe, *6 
go «i^o«5 agste, wkick »oit ^rf^ham^ld, aiid tev- 
idAeAia»a»»l^i»'witiimit«e«BrfSAeen4ay8, '&Mf 
also Vfooglit flif a «f»»iitify eCI)a»Miw,fl^fiBfc, roacMat 
infbetsinders, aie an eKceMent 'wftstitille *ir bread. 
Tbe<japtainteidiii awosth's «teck^ gvlavd «goiHit 
<!» wopot that Mfglit fei^pwi. T%ie «al4t -w«» a«iriil 
Iraisted, fleni tliey waoML Cape Borioa, iMt «miM^g«eit 
Bo tether, te 4t f ell «ate and veMMied <1iMM ifor 
t we n ty 4 wo ^teyB. Ffomaun-riBetoawi-sat^iefeapafc 
■BOt a bfea1fe-of-#ind. Atni^t a light Iweeae lAeir, 
which enabled them to proceed favourably, but wkcfli 
•day oawe and ^ic wind4i»d away,1iieeMnea(t, «meh. 
^rev^s on HMt oeast, bere thorn 'fertkvr bMlLte^ML 
hotff 1^811 ^^^Mdifonelbtwaid in «iK. Wkm 
•day bfekfi ^ibe man «t Hw heln €iM out '^ 
landr bnt m 4li# Mght ocseaBed ^m poittt of I 
1P«B wre to be waogmzcd *ft«m wlikdi 'tey bad aiiii^ 
iatn^^bit&ii. Sa ^lis nanner 4biyw«ia«t]MittMd 
icn^ and fpmi iqp abnaat to4etpaiE. 

Tbey eadeanravrad to^esteslaiii «Bd amMQ 'theift- 
«ilvoa as w^ w they covid. 4BeflM Mwd, ott w iiB 
«8ad,>Qr gwaAi<^mrtin)|iM«ea» Tbcypai 
'ptrtloa «f ^M tiMe in laiaanliHR ^towg 



ilfiwi 4iwir ilock ef fnniMiaB beeaaw «o le<r tet it 
«■» — luy i a iy to MpUniah it «t the Mine pHaee «8 1m- 
§me. Tlw I iptom was ef^pangn that they k«d better 
ietun to PaoMOML. The pilot end stflers aaaerted 
tfni tt few er #ve dafs, with ^le toast f a ve waMe 
id, the ship wovld mi^MOaldera. Te tins ephiiem 
y u wea ge rs oeded their own, f<nr ail weie aihhft 
to veaoh tbek deefoaftioa. They new get on 
haaad pfomioAa fer I^m third time in greater ffoautitf 
Hhm tbey had dene premnriy, and onee mere tiiey 
Mi mA ferCalden. in eight days tiMy made tibe 
tils <tf Cafne, «Bd 4lie eeamen Hattofod the m ae iv ea 
that in two mere <iKey ^^Kmld enter lAie port whidi 
Ihey flo desired to gain. Svt human judgments are 
«B &ail as hmmasi hopes. The aky, windi had been 
iar fmtm time serene, elmnged all at enoe. It was 
mmm <ha hsur.of <siinset. The pilot net hkmg liia 
aiqpect of the heavens, lowered the sails. A snA 
4m^ eloud was -seen lyiweaiiiiag wi& ^«at rapiittty. 
No floawr was it<o¥er the stap^tiMinit poured down « 
to irc Bt-ef ram. A«eeonddel«ge'seemedfialIingfrom 
ti» h e g» e ii8 . mie thunder and lightning were torrifie, 
ensMgh to main "^e meet intrepid heart quail. The 
KnfaMung and obscurity automated «o rapidly that it 
Unanc the erewwith tonfoid horror, "and prerented 
anythiBg beingtdone on hoard which the urgency of 
A» iBoment m%ht "demand, as it was impossible to 
wm* In vnn they iiktigttsd themeehies with aoooes- 
aipe B toe m pt s , ^they lyere ahsolvfeely obliged to give tq^ 
ai^ ctospair, a»d abandon the fessri to the mercy tsi 
wbtt wiOu snd'wa* 



•4 sKPVMOXt Jam sitiAnsmt ay 

At ^jAxmk the •tooa «eM«d, bat tiie • 
tinued to run high, and the heaven .was etitl 
with clouds which did not seem to anneanee the 
juroach of find weather. The captain wiahed to fittfl 
,out exactly the ship*s place, hut could mat take .sm 
ohservation from the state of the weather. It we* 
proposed he should find out some secure place oa Ihm 
coast to remain sheltered from the wind and wmefl» 
until more settled weather aiq[>eared» rather than 
remain at sea uncertain of their situation andespoMiA 
to new storms, which were evidently apporoachis^. 
The poor captain, with tears in his eyes, a naw gca i 
that h^ had no doubt lus sins were the cauae of- tto 
bad success of his vessel, and that he eoukl d0 
nothing, for the seaqoen refused to obey him* Ttif 
sailors, on being questioned, asserted that they w^fie 
now drawing so near Caldera that if the sky weB9 
dear it might be distinguished. 

In this assurance the passengers continued beatki^ 
about for five days longer^ The sixth was clear^ uoi 
the captain took an observation, and then said tiMl 
the ship was within five leagues of the port, and I1414 
must soon be seen. All the sails were set and j4§^ 
came on, but no land appeared. The next day tjh^ 
captain persisted in his opinion until mid-day, when 
he discovered some high mountains, which he 
nearly two hours examining. After he had done, 
he said, with great chagrin, that these were ti^ 
mountains of Chiriqui towards which the r^irmjaff 
had borne them back. The disappointment iic4 
anger of the passengers were great, both towards the 



pBot «sd ei^pirai, mod th^ were af^pened iHth ^iflU 
«nllf. The captain {MrqpoBed returning to PaiiaiB8k 
%fttt as part of tine passengers had husmess at Costa 
IB&tOi it was agreed to call at Chiriqui fbr prorisionB 
%f<Miith tutte. There they remained six days to pot 
Hm diip m coder, get in the proviskms, and refresh 
ItoiBselTes. They then set sail again on the eif^ity- 
list day of their depMture from Panama. 

On the day after they sailed they eneou&tered a 
Iveexe which carried them rapidly forwards ; but the 
wsty Bext day the wind Mi again and their hopes 
mace once more destroyed. In shwt, in twrive days 
Aey made little or no way from the want of wind and 
^e reaction of the currents against the way which 
ihay dM niake. At length their provi^ons were 
again consumed, and they were not near enough to 
C^lhriqui to purchase mcHre. They were reduced to 
such a necessity that a little dirty Indian com re- 
Hr^^C in the pigsties, was equally shared among 
■II <m hoard. Hiey afterwards made a ragout of 
Hbe leathern flesh and limbs of an dd spaniel, which 
had been the captain*s frivourite. All deroured the 
iiflb whh avidity, but none had a sufficiency for a good 

' Hie Mowing day they prepared a buH*8 hkle, 
wMch had, t91 then, served as a bed for the unfbrtu- 
tiate ^iog. They Ixnled it a long time nntil it was dis- 
Mlved into a s<»rt of blaok glue, not very agreeable to 
tlie eye any m(H*e than to the taste. But so frur from 
Ito^xeitittg anytiiing like disgust, they devoured it as 
if it had be«i a dish of most exq^iisite flavour. A 
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M^M) Mttor «ftnd tbe wptia a buMift, <tf wli^ 
Imk tare ; fine he «i^ with the paruig and fihelU and 
fisyed tho captein to give him 4i>e panng md sh^ 
ef flia* whieh was presented hinu Hedtffoiued.il 
w^ greediness* fearmg any one might ti^ it fiNm 
him. Th(»e was plenty ef vine in the ^tp, the nee 
ef whiah heyond medetatiea oijmred the diwi]^ine en 
hoard. The captain seeing that hunger had taken 
fr^m the pdot and scraaea tiiose ineoleiil airs which 
they were aeeustomed to exhibit, now began to e»> 
eoKtrage them by a little flattery and managem«K 
to keep a good look out, and see if Ihey could discover 
in the diatanoe a particular moimtaiQ» i^noh misiii 
serve as a guide to the TesseL 

The next ^ty^break the man at the h^m cried ** a 
mil! a sail!" Tte eiew were Ml of joy ; f(» eiMdil 
Uiey land upon a sarage t^rritsvy, or one mMbited hf 
the hittereaft enemies of the Spanish notioa, they wendd 
^adly do it at such a time of distress. They aoea 
Bfeade iht usual signals, and the stranger, a Mexican 
and an anpudntaiM^ informed thcrn that they were 
near the Isknd del Cieigno or Isle of Dogs, on thn 
asitttii nde of ^m American isdmius» at the «i tre in it y 
of the province of Costa Rica. The island is about n 
league feomtbecoirtinent, in 8° 35' north latitude* It 
is inhahitad ; and tiMie they determined te take tte 
Mp. The captain of ^ Mexicaii teasel hamg- in*- 
jfeneed of the fitmine on board, supplied ^em wiHl 
pieeisiansy and thns tiiey were tmMf able to reai^ 
the idand tite same day. There they disonbaiknA 
anddinaduniBrthnahnde of saeae hanana Ivoas^OK 



ftMs tik« Mft. The Misliaii ^Mil beu^ lads* witii. 
pfovisions tbe crew ftoa 'pMMng^''^ obtetnc^ <wcNi||fii* 
Ibr fbor cteys, etrtani now, ia their own nMiid«, of 80Qi»; 
noohiftg GftMem. tlie e«pteui TCfenod pftymsnl te 
anytyng Axmished, the genorons Mexieftn sayiof « 
tfHil it was po0^Me tlio isnoax miflit bo vetaxned 
ti» Mm under stmilfflr eireunutsaoco. Tfao tmo^ 
both weighed onohot, sailing fron &e sriai^ ti». 
flesit iiioi'fihig, and pi'icoodsd ^ their mpootnw 
voyugui. 

About stven in the eveniog, ^ko da^ ibttowrag^ 
^lef saw the desiied port. Alt was joy in the ship» 
The captain presented the sailors witilb a eariL al 
wine, and a Genoese merchant on board gaife tiiem 
another. The men were in too good a temper to pos^ 
pone the tasting wine until the noxt di^. Tbty* 
attacked the cask at onee, headed by the pitot, takk M 
wae soon emptied, but not without matsriidly alBwtbig: 
tfienr heads. 

The Genoese mcmhant, fearing tiie ill effpeCs Hm* 
must arise fVom such a state of Mngs when so amt 
the shore, posted himself, in his excess of cautiooy 
between the man at the \skm uA the ptOot, from 
haying remarked that ^le piiot, siltiag on his saat 
^te drunk, woi%ed the ship ftom fOcsHeetkn aloaev 
as he was dose to a port perfectly well known to hloL 
fhe lueidi ant p^aeed hhnself in the situation aheeady 
HiOflitlfHWd, to repeat with more pfeoision the wchpAs of 
tiM^ifllot tiy thetiraoneer, and Aisaat caused the loss 
•f^iofthip. Tlte pBet gave the word '^north-wttstyta 

f2 
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le noitk-wett,** *' Al nonfSiiB,^ The mBitAsuA^wAb 
iluiiiBeFed and spoke bad S^aiUih, vepetltdthewosdt 
** Al norwmnUUi' to tba n^h-north-wesl* whiok >» 
adyffoient]pokitoftlMOompaM. TlietimoBeeir,t)uttk'4 
iag it^waa hit master's oirder, didtui he vas told* key^ 
a^ray from the port and yet approached the coast 

in the meanwhile night was approaching fast, Thit 
passengers and the captain were in th^ beds wmq^^d 
nt fllnmber. Aboat two in the morning, the oaptam 
was surproed by hiring the waves Ineaking up(Hi tha 
racks. He cried out to the pilot, *' What iaUiispik^ 9 
;are we entering the port already ?'* The pilot» (wth» 
^^leslion being reiterated, roused from his lethal^, 
-iadsaw with astonishment and terror that lihe yeeml 
was steering right upon a rock which could scavoej^ 
be seen for the obscurity. Above all a high muHin^ 
tun towered in shadow, covered iq^patontly with tMM* 
The pilot called out to come about, but there waanev 
no time, the vessel was dose on the shoc% and stniek 
with such force that one of hsst sklesji^ned. A hugo 
mvt% reeoQed from the rock agamst which it l^d 
dadied, swept over the vessel, and fiUed her witk 
water. 

. Then there was nothing heard throughout the shtp^ 
but clamorous cries and shridLs of horror. Lamei^ftf 
ticms succeeded to sounds of murth and revelry, whkh 
had been heard so short a time before. Skmie awakad. 
aadctenly from their sleep, and cried in astonishment 
as they heard the others do who were aware «t 
tiie danger, though th^ knew not yet any rvaaoM 
wherefore. XheniHseofthe vast waves of the Paoiia 



iUmi^kna^wBovBBd'vndmet ike ship, t^ d«rlmMa,of 
Ifce iHgltt» tiM ^bohiag of- tiie sea on the rockSi.iii- 
areasdd th« terror of the seeiie. What was still more 
eEtr«ordhMry» the vessel was lost none eould tdl how 
#t -wh«re. This leyerse of fortune was terriUe to 
tiiem* l%ey had imagined themsdves close to the 
st^thinee df the port. In ^ terror which came upon 
§» i»<ew, some loll on their knees in prayer, making 
ywm to heaven for thdr safety ; otiicos, with uplifted 
lubids demanded God*s mercy ; while many in a loud 
tcttce, heard even amid the louder thmidering of Ihe 
imves aroimd, revealed their most secret skis. 

The captain {Hreserved his presence of mind. Seeing 
ih«t all must perish if something were not attempted 
iqpeeGKly fof tiie safety of those (m hoard, he en^ 
courted the sailors to cut away the masts, and to 
pl^nide t^^msdves with planks, at any loose timher 
«p0n wtiieh there was a chance of gainings the i^ore. 
Svery ti^g ahove deck oontnfouting to the breaking: 
up of ^e ship by its weight, was cut away or flung' 
i^rerhoard. In this state morning broke up<m them... 
The captam, when the vessel had opened her planka 
and was settling in the water, seeing that the saflors 
woidd endeavour to gain the shore upon anything 
tiMy eoold sdze that would swim, advised several of 
Ibeia to fasten themselves to the ends of a long rope^ 
imi it^a^ end, so that whoever got on shcnre first 
ii^flit draw after hhn a second, who might not be so 
itatam^ in his attempt at reaching it In thk 
iMHHier the captain got the pilot safe to land, although 
iMdsd^net deserve it Nearly aU the crew eseaped. 
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fke or shL oBfy, wfaomre^MhdLliy th« 

great ibroe against tbe slup erlk« raekB kead Jaw- 

-moit, were V>at. 

Borne bopri after ti»eyliMdedfe»tiABdb l i oA ,leaarHif 
the vessel nearly dry on the ahoria^ They tk«GL £m»i 
it was no ^ffievlt UA to get oie^ anythUg that wm 
<m board. They suec e c db d so weU by tiieir diligenea 
in this undwtakiDg, timt they nat oidy got oirt tke 
cargo, but recovered noat of what thi^ had thrmm 
iorerboard, the sea haying cast nearly all upon tbe 
i^iore. They afterwards proceeded to bum the vessel, 
that they might save tiw izon work in her construetigik. 
All their effeete they ^aoed imder seme ahady trees 
whei» they had teken up their quarters to keep th«3i- 
tdves from the action of the sun s rays, whieb wttse 
wry powerful in that tonid latitttde. 

As it was not desirably they should remain loi^ m 
such a situaticm, the eaj^ain exhorted them to choose 
some one of ^ company fcnr a leader, to repress aii|^ 
dkocder <» oonfnsicm which might arise. They ixtf 
mediately begged the captain to take upon hkn imH 
powers to such a purpose. He inuaiediat^y dradoi 
them into three parties. One was detached ta ted 
firesh water, q£ which there was great want Anybar 
to search for provisions of any kind, as the sei^had 
w^ted those which were got out (tf the sh^; and 
third, to reconnoitre the country, a^ endisa'i 
find out the inhabitants if any were to be fosnd. 
pilot said they could not be mcHre than three ar 
leagues firom Caldera. The first party were m^ 
absent, returning wkh some good imlsr wlack timgr 
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Jtoi Aoovend «t m grrat dktaoee. The second 
fttiy ntaxned not long aftar the first, loaded witii 
inld fimit of on fll flavour, and m&i turtks* eggs : a 
pswifinfi luid heenaoen, and i^ the dimgof Indian 
SheL Tkese wne satis&ctory reports. A good qnan^ 
iiftf sf waiter and (^tustles* eggs was provided ; of the 
litttr then was no fear of a want; they were found in 
ikm saodM two or &ree himctred togeth^, and though 
^■y had a smell which was not ugreeable, they were 
aaton with good appetite by the company. 

They next proceeded to make themselves shelters, 
or S00& of pidm lea¥es, and passed the day at this 
ia^bmxr waLiU ev^ng, when the third party returned, 
wbieh pleased their oompanicms, who made no doubt 
fatttthat they had £mnd human habitations. They re- 
ported that they had proceeded until they fell in wilk 
n nver so deep, rapid, «nd Ibll of alligators, that they 
wold not cross it The captain blamed them for return- 
ingy as tibey migl^ have constructed a raft and have got 
«rar that way. Fearful they had not done as much 
na titey ought, the captain determined to go with them 
inmMlf on the following day. When the mommg 
MOBftf having left one of those who had been at the 
jBvnr the day befixe, to serve as a guide to the party 
HMww^ neoessary tost them to follow by that route, 
#ie eaptainand the others set of^ leaving word that 
ii tiiey heard nothing of them in eight d&ys, they had 
tatter set out the same way and try tiidr fortuna. 
Ift th0 infeMtm they had aiders on no account to 9D 
4kg tern the ocmst where th^ had £>r the vneatt 






AftMr a icmamef ^ two lioan over a 
iHdieh randmed walking gicfladiagiy paiBftd, tefe 
arrived at the riTerwhiofa the party eallad tlie Rhnv 
of AUigaton. It iweaied that the tmtii fattd hmm 
flp>keii regarding ite tiae. They were now iiliW|f 1* 
to tzavene the banks as fiur aa the irst s^t wiMi# 
they oould obtain wood to ooostmct a valt AHef 
jwu meylng about two leagues, tfa^Ml inwMi wiMH 
tiMy wanted. They carried the wood on their ^oai^ 
ders to the place where they had first seen ^le ti sa iv 
wishing to keep as near as pois&le to te coast, 'Sot 
iSbey hoped by that means to fiUl in sooner with Gal« 
deca. Haying formed the raft as well as tiiey w«i# 
able with their hatchets, and bound it together willi' 
ropes which they had brought with them for tiiat 
purpose, they Tentured to trust themseives upon tiw 
current, whbh was very rapid. The ciq^^n iltafe 
went upon the raft with his arquebuse -in his hond^ 
and then the {Mlot, idio took his station at one aid| 
iSbe stnmgert seamen, vrith poles and oars to gudal^ 
IbUowed. As all could not be accommodated attonaa^ 
one part remained on the bank while the otfaeis 
crossed. A long cord was listened to the raft, that it 
might be pulled back by those who w«re to Ssttonr* 
This heing arranged, they crossed in safe^, 
journeyed about ten leagues farther, when they 
lo a second river, which tiiey crossed in the 
manner as the former. About sunset, they omn a A. 
at a level country of considerable extent, where tbtye 
iMlted, being much fatigued. The eaptain was laaiiw 
tSred than the others, because his shoe% wUck hai 



widi witeTf fteetdied mmI let in Hit 
idiiBh. gi^ve haoL great aniMyaiioe. Ab .itmf 
^mAmg arcmnd for a jdftM wbare th^ nughft 
daring tbe night, they htard a noise ne^r the 
tank of aa old tree, and diseoveied an iguana* winch* 
I hw gh an ugly-looking animal, is exedlent eatini^ 
Tbe^jiilot killed it, and as the party were hungry 
their fiMsgne, th^ soon devoured it> having 
it on the emhers of their fixe. They them 
to sleep. 

At day-faBeak they aet off again, and about ten 
o*oioek in ibe forenoon reached a hill eiioeedin^y 
^eep, aad in order to save a point, which would luora 
oiUiged them to go a good way round, they entned a 
W!^ to go over it The wood was Aill of thorns and 
hiramhliw. There the captain suffered a good deal of 
pain. His stockings were worn out, and his feet 
htaaase Uistered and sore, being little accustomed te 
as vneven a road. Matters became worse when oo 
loaviBg 4he wood they were upon the sea-shore. The 
heat of the sand» owing to the rays of an ardent 
Inpieal son, raised bladders on his feet as large at 
pigaon*s eggs. They broke, and the sand got into 
iSbe wounds, winch gave excessive pain on friction by 
wafting. The captain's sufferings raised the pity pf 
lii:eofiipanions, and obliged him to stop under tl^ 
shade ef a tree, where they washed his feet in a 
AMam of firesh water, and remained some time she^ 
tSMd fecnn the burning sun. While the party wew 
thai rnartng, one or twoof the» dipeoveeed in the hei^j 
U the. Eocka a great many periwinkles, called by the 



^P'^B Ol^^B^^^^^WHB^^^IiHHB^ '^^^HB^^^W ^VA^^^H^B^ppt^^^^V^V ^^^^- ^^^^B*"' 



Soutii AwMWiMm ft w yfa i^ niwsk Aef 4mm witf 
fotd aiftmg. Thtf «re fenentty boik^ bat Imiiini 
■o mdkiag iitinnilt Hwy vwe bbit cbligad to niil 

Ailer tkiB sorry nfMuit, tbay srt out agiin. The 
IS0t of Um eaptaiii wm» boood up as weU as ibej eotdi 
be imdeF sneh diouniBtaBees, in tiieir torn Hncra and 
tittoMd «lotlMs, much in this way i BendicMrts siq^ 
IbowMt of sbots. They than pvooeaded til amae^ 
and reached the borders of a pond, which so sbnwwwlfld. 
in niaiqBitoea» that tbay were obliged to cantbkne titieir 
jramey until ten o*clook in the moining. Their 
faised the night widi much inquietudet fearing* an 
AttodL torn the Indians, some of whom they had seen 
passing among the trees in a neig h faou ri ng wopd. 
Fortunately tit^renuaned till day-bBsakiuui^iabed. 

Dusmg tiie aesLt day's journey they met with a 
maSf en the bank of which th^ fi»und the remains 
of a fire and & quantity of banana sJuns, ihmig^ none 
mi the finit gmw thera. About mid-day the; canse 
v$aa a large nv& bord^Psd with tnes» which gasm 9. 
piflBBSiit shade. Hunger now pressed theon, and tiiay 
sraie iartunate Mioughtocatdi thr^ large fish, whiek 
they coasted. They ccessed the stceam in the wigr 
Ibey had done beioare, until they came to another 
ouch iKgeiv on the bank of whieh they aleft» fistf 
f lantiag a^sentinel to £»ar of being surprised by th# 
IndiaM, They fimnd a gosat mm^er oi palm-toees 
fiBowing near them, the.l»ids of winch 1^ ooUn^tid 
smdate; tine hewrls, whi^ are poor food, are ]ikm 9, 
flsxroandla in tela. A little ftuE^Mc en» they &m^i, 



liM» country the ieaeo9; it was of a bitter add tMl% 
iMUfar Wtter «)r ted than palm Imdt. Tbey now 
i^n cane vpon liie eoast, hamg eroaaed a wood 
t&4 a noimtaiii. Tliey aamr a foad qnaality af kil- 
aten, bat Ifaey eouM only eaptma loair. Thay 
^ paroquela im addition, and Uma aappUad 
day's inrovition. They slept on a spat wbeie than 
plenty of icaeos, eating the ripe and roaati»g thaaa 
whieh were nnripe. On tiie fifth day tiiey passed two 
livers on rafts, but got nothing to eat nntil wa. o*dack 
at night, when tiw captain shot a peacock. The i[^ 
lowing day they reached a deserted hovse, whevetfaagr 
Ibond a qoantity of ripe bananas. They eat ha]£ and 
carried away die othor half, not withoiit tiw ter Atft 
tiie fhmily might pursue them. At ntf^ they Mstad 
on the bank of another riyer, and eat tiiair staitfi 
bananas. Hunger was Ihe most disagreeable anaof 
tfiey yet encountered, and they were ebfiged lo SHp- 
|dy themsehes in the best way they eoidd witiiOBt 
bcdn^ too sempuloas about ^e swda. 

The next day Ibwr of the party wait abt«t t»a 
feagoea off to the top of a hill to &id wood ftt to maho 
a raft. While they wane absent, lasfing the eapiait 
acnd one man together, the latter weve ibrtunate anoogli 
to see a number of wood-pigeons peidi <m a tiaa 
«ot fifty paces (^. The captain crept within a sheet 
distance of them, and brought down eighteen al a 
lAiot ; these ftrniisMl them aU wiHi a ban(|«at; in 
Wtnch, had Hiey wme, their gratHkatioi^ would 
%een eompleCa. These who had gene to Ihe 



Iwd feund 8omo dates, whieli ihej eat:LiMiMwL.rf 
WMd. 

Alter thi&iin0X{Meted llMit, thfljr set enfe oDoe BM^ 

,Thtf captain was now so mvch worn dewn bf irasri; 

that he ooald pioeeed no &rtfaer. He was mnable^ff 

.ataad on his.feet, and he begged his coinfAniaiifi-.ttt 

kavehim, as it would be unjast to detain them thalHt 

to perish tat the sake of one of their number. B» 

laid he might get better and fcdknw them in a ftm 

days, or they nught hJH in wkh sonue Sprain 

.dwellings, aod be abie to send him asslrtaiioe. Kit 

oon,^ured them to keep together, ha]^n what mtgte 

on thor ftiture journey. They ^led tears, up^^ tbiii 

address, and declared . they would not leave the ea|r^ 

tain, let the consequ^Aoes be what they might. Thu^ 

offisred to take him upon their shoulders, btut he would: 

not agree to it He told them their time waa dea^ 

and that they had better get as quick as pooadde txk 

Caktera. They would not stir until Hie detain can- 

aented to be earned, which they undertook withaueli 

good wiU, that it was seven o*dock in the eveniiqif. 

'before they stopped, as well to rest themselves as to 

find something to eat They were obliged ta satiaQr 

thnr appetite widi periwinkles boiled on the ooaii. 

The fiitigue they had undergone under a tropical -wmi 

durix^ ^ke dxy, and the hardships endured fro^ ^tt 

iieat in those which preceded it, had made a g^al 

change in their appearance. Their tiuoaCa wttm 

inflamed and parched, and they had no water ta 

^pienoh their thirst To remam where they bad 

.rtc^ped was impossible. They set out again in their 
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InaftM' stalt^ and aftnr ie««iwig a iMgna farthBr* 
diacoi vM e d a stream IxHrdered with bananas, and othflr 
teils and tveas, the shade of which meethig o¥er- 
te water lonned a beantifiil and agveeable avenue, 
lliflf thmked God to hk goodness to them» and 
toMmg to the riv«r qnenehed their thiist The 
piit added to their deyght, by statmg that the river 
wtt that of St AntiHiio. He assured his eompaniens 
Itat, about four leagues off, there was a rich himt- 
Meuging to Alonco Macotda, where there was an 
alMmdanea of cattle. Ifaeot^a was an inhabitant of 
tl» town of Espazsa in Costa Rioa. They supped on- 
liie firmt around them, which they roasted on the- 
ciDders when not ripe. The same n%ht they orossed* 
ttse-ifver on a rait, and slept mere soundly ihan they 
had done for many nights before, their anxiety re-* 
qweling tiie termination of Uieir journey bdjug new 
tiradMed. 

. Thtj despatdied several of their mmiber the fol* 
Imnag morning to the form of Maootela. The cap- 
tain and two o&ers remained behind to rest during^ 
that day and the next They caught lobsters in the 
riffoc for thnr support The two who remained wkh 
th# e^itain were the Goioese merdiant, and a r^ 
gjme brother of some order. The brothw was^ 
chyrged with the duty of sentinel the second night, 
im order te guard against their being surprised. 
lfal» aoeustomed to the cloister than to military, 
doty^ he fell asleep so soundly, that about eleven^ 
oUoek, the captain was awoke by a voice calling ou^ 
MtnawMT, andiqpon hailing the good brother toaak- 




if lie had wpf^em, got m n^. Vfcn 
fte ease le got up, and hewtd his own 
i^Bpeated, ^oagli fmat sene diatanoeeft He teat 
•woke Ute Oe t ro ea e and th» alvmberinf aortiQel, last 
ted seareely done aobefbiv a large nit eanw 
dmm tbe mer wHh mere teat tweafty peopla 
ne raft was irader the direetwn of Den Dram^ 
deCbararria, a nattire of Navarre, tiie emmtaof Be* 
fmm. Three ef tbe shtpwre€iied party, whoted beoa 
wnt i^'vfard to tbe Ikrm of Macoti^ had^naettlm^ 
and related m ^Hiat atatetj^y had leffc tkei n biw |i — inn i 
at ^le rirer St. Antonio, where they were watiag 
Ibr assistance. The good earate, iflK>fed at tbeir ta^ 
get ont with lefi^ahnents and neoesaarics to le e nA 
Iheir beidth. He learned exaedy wfaese they woa 
left hf their conif«nkniSy and aununonin^ all Im 
AomeitieB and ft^nds well loaded with p rer i i ii oai 
departed to their succour immediately. Tbe joy of 
tiie Genoese and the religiona brother was not lesa tiian 
Ihi^ <^ the captain, upcm finding there was new ooi 
of tbeffperisbing by bnngOT'OT' tbe Indians. Tbey- 
99W soon mounted on horseback, «coept th» eaptalBy 
who was plaeed on a litter in tbe mamiar eostsmary 
for niTa^ in warm oSinaaasw Six Indiana fowned a 
relay, twe taking the vehicle by tenia on tbeir sbaal* 
ders, and moving on as well and as rapidly aa^ ^M» 
mnles of ^e country. In Hdb way, a liHle belbretba 
dtown of day, I9iey reached the form ^ lf«c<$Cahiy 
wbere they lesM for seme time, and then proceedad 
ti^EBparva. 
The amiiB town erB^pvna is daaaibad — iyjaaa* 



iIBi iMhnraliievtaatiDiLTipoa ft sBsafl muii6BBb* TWo 
B and 0Be pazMi oidy won ineluiad m ilt 
IkaiU, One of tiioss xciigiom homes was o£ tli* 
ttdier ^ St. Ftaneis, tiie oHiraf (^ Jokn of God. Tkm 
eaplBni was condueCed vkk Ms companiMift lo tbo 
btOKof the curate, when thoj met theae wto haA 
pneeded them. They now letuniad thanka to CM 
Ibr their pDesraration, aad sent a ooorier to Cat&mg9» 
ibB capital of Coila Rka, to give an aeeooBt of tbi» 
aofsA to Dmi Joan de Sahnosy the captaifr-gwiaial 
if Ute province, who was a finaiid of the eaptebi^ la 
twent^fbur hcpos, ae sfeedy did the eoanec trav«l* 
the gvremor made his s^earaace in Urn captsm** 
dunnber, who, idating his stoiy^ a ftigate was seoi 
df imi a dia t rl y to ^e place wbnre tiie nat of thff 
mmr weie left. It nAuru t d wi^ioiit haing abla ta 
ted any tiaees of tibem« A seoond was thaa wmM 
widi offdexs to had and seaonh the oomitry tommL 
The oommander of the second vmati obeyed his 
orders, but could discover no traees of the cmw at 
whom they were in aeandi, unkiL jest aa they were 
aheat te embark on their return* they saw a lasge 
({■■ntily of l««PBawhiDhseanmi pAaoed in their poab* 
tee iw aena particnfanr pwpose^ anion eflErtnimngi 
tfcayiwuid under them, phcad aa k waia foe eaneeri* 
aent, goods, boxes, and themniona thinga wUch had 
been peesaived from the wxedg. Thaae theyput on 
la«d aad hrou^t aaray. Of the ahip s coaipaiqr* 
ek> had beealaft hahia4 <^ oould dieeevernoOiing^ 
aU hagw «» tiaak they had boea tat eff hy tia 



In a ftw days afterwards, the goyernbr behig wifli 
tihe captain, at the house of the curate, a yoimgea- 
TaBero came in with haste and in great terror, to say* 
that the Bng^irii had landed mi the ooast Afl ite 
flaee was in ahmn. The govenuar inoonted^direefly, 
and tiM oapltin, though an invalid, hobbled out lb 
lake measures wi^ his party for Iheir defence. Peo- 
ple rushed in from all parts of the country to get 
orders for their ftitnre conduct from the governor. 
Don Juan and the captain set out to reconnoitre, and 
had gone no great distance, when tiiey saw ai^roadi- 
mg with a very slow pace the remainder of the ship- 
wredied crew, which had been taken fat a fbrmida]^ 
body of English tiureatening the country. Fear wss 
now changed into joy. The reporters of ^ alarming 
tidings of the English having landed slunk away 
ashamed in the midst of the jeers of their country- 
men, for having transformed a half famished and 
unarmed body of their countrymen into formidable 
enemies in battle array. 

The rest of the ship*s company, having waited three 
dtys beyond the eight agreed upon with the captain» 
determuied to follow the steps of those who had pre- 
oeded them, and easily tracked thdr friends along 
the coast They subsisted in much the same manner 
as the first party had done. 

This shipwre(^ is remarkable for the singular ae- 
eount of the currents nortiiward of Panama, and 
for the ignoranoe of the captain and the pilot in ob- 
stinately following the same course along the coast, 
which constantly led them into the current anain. 
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ahoold have run Airther oat to lea. The 
disdi^ine of the ship firom the chief downwards, and 
the mreck clearly owing to the revelling of the orew, 
ite a curious picture of a Spanish vessel in those days. 
73>e English name was evidently very formidahle at 
■that period, in the Spanish South Amerioan pos- 
sepsions. Perhaps the recolleetions of past times, 
•and the achievements of Drake and others in the 
Gulf and in the Pacific, had been handed down as 
le grand Talboi was in France, imtil the English 
name became a scarecrow to the children. 



VOL. II. 



CHAPTER IV. 

Wreck of the Speedwell, 1719, at Juan Femandes— Burning of the 

Prince, 175S. 

Two vesseUt fitted out in 1719 to cnoM tgaintt ikm 
Spaniards in th« Smith Seaa, aaatod firom Hymouth 
in tbat year One was Ike SpeaiweU af a Irandrid 
men, Captain George Shriviocka; the othor the Suo- 
cess, which parted company soon after they left Ply- 
mouth, on the thirteenth of Fehruary. The Speedwell* 
after the two vessels parted* encountered on the nine- 
teenth a violent; storm from the south-west, and the 
tc^sails were taken in. In an hour after they were 
obhged to scud under hare poles, not heing able to 
show an inch of canvass during the night, except at one 
time a reefed mizen. About midnight a sea struck the 
ship on the quarter, which, among other mischiefe, 
stove in one of the deadlights, and the vessel shipped 
a quantity of water, so that for some time she was in 
danger of foundering. They could not get her befcHre 
the wind, nor were they able to work the pumps on 
deck, for one of them was constantly under water» 
and the seas washed over her so rapidly in suc- 
cession that the crew could not keep their feet. At 
last they got the chain-pump to work. The Speed- 
well was not of more than two hundred tons burthen. 
She carried eighteen six-pounders on her deek, and 
a large fourteen-oared launch as well. She w«9 
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ladan te a^long esviie in a. AktanC wa, and tlire»* 
Irardis of her peo{^ were landsmen. Tbey wera 
much alarmed at the storm, and even talked of 
eeiimg ahout for England, heoexuw liie ship wat too 
erank to bear a long yoyage. 

On the twenty-third of February, the captain observ* 
ing the discontent on board, ordered up his crew; 
afiBored them ef the seaworthiness of his ship, cheered 
them with a prospect of success, and premised they 
riiould have a shelter in the way of awning, wMoh 
diey had hitherto been without. This address waa 
in yam, the crew stated their determination to put 
tibe hehn round for home, and he was obliged to 
demand the asdstance of his officers, as in a case of 
Botisy. The sight <^ the officers armed coded the 
eourage ef 1^ mutineers ; they broke up, and two of 
liiem were selected for punishment, but pardimed on 
expressing contrition, at the submissiye enlreaties of 
their comrades. The wetting a barrel of powder» 
which it was not then the custom, as new^ to secnre 
hermetk^ly, and that of half a ton of bread, was all 
tite injury they sustained timn the storm. 

They made the Canaries on the seventeenth of 
Mardirand captured a boat of sixteen tons, ladoi 
wAHik salt and wine. On the twenty-ninth they set 
«ifl with their prize for the Cape de Yerd Islands^ 
in the hope of idling in with the Success, which had 
bft Plymouth in company.. Again the crew becama 
Contented, and tiie captain thought it prudent to 
nmeve all the arms out of their teach. On approaehr 
iag the Isle of May, the Speedwell wm mistalrmfi for 

g2 
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a pirate by some vessels there, and a shot was fired 
at her, for which they apologised. The gunner wa^ 
dismissed for bad conduct 

On arriving at Porto Praya, the prize was sold to 
the governor for one hundred and fifty dollars. Six 
of the crew deserted, and only two were retaken. The 
vessel then sailed for St. Catherine in Brazil, where 
she took in wood and water after a passage of twenty- 
one days. On the second of June, they saw a large 
vessel, which obliged them to'^prepare to act on the 
defensive. Two guns and a proper proportion of men 
were landed to protect the place where they were 
watering, and the launch was sent well armed to see 
what could be made of the supposed enemy. This 
vessel was the Ruby French man-of-war, commanded 
by M. la JonquiSre. He sent one of his officers to 
assure Captain Shelviocke that his intentions were 
pacific, and to ask him to dine, when he was very 
politely received. He told Captain Shelviocke that 
the Spaniards were apprized of two English vessels 
being gone into thdr seas, and had sent men-of-war 
to meet them. This intell^noe, on account of the 
uncertain state of his reliance upon his crew, the 
captain kept Secret. The French commander dined 
in return in the Speedwell, where a mutiny broke ou^ 
which was only quelled by the aid of the ]FVench 
officers, with those of the ship. The boatswain, the 
chief offender, was pardoned, but sent home in th^ 
French man-of-war. These were causes of many 
melancholy reflections to the captain, who was an old 
and tried seaman. 
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, Another ship was now seen working into the har- 
bour, which the Frenchman found was the consort of 
ibe- Speedwell. M. la Jonquidre set off to sea in a 
l^r^at hurry, taking three Frenchmen helongihg to 
^■crew of the Speedwell with him, and leaving two 
oth^ Frenchmen and an Irishman on board her in 
return. Another French ship, called the Sage Solo- 
mon, of forty guns, soon after came into the port, and 
proved to be that which had made the Ruby set sail. 
Captain Shelviocke purchased some provisions from 
her. Three of the crew now deserted from the ship. 
They left the port on the eighth of August, and 
whSe off the coast of Patagonia fell in with an immense 
iumber of whales, which lay so thick that there was 
great difficulty in preventing the ship firom striking 
some of them. On reaching Terra del Fuego tiiey had 
misty weather, and saw the stupendous mountains in 
that vicinity covered with snow. Passing close to the 
shore on the thirteenth of September, they observed 
the bare and desolate appearance of the land. When 
they- were through the straits of Le Maire, they had 
cold weather with snow and sleet They made Chili 
<m the fourteenth of November, in want of wood and 
water, and then endeavoured to make NarboroughV 
Island* where the anchorage appeared so unsafe, that 
Captain Shelviocke made the island of Chiloe, and 
ai^hored there on the thirtieth, when he passed 
tgpiself off for a Frenchman, Jean le Breton, who 
(hen commanded a vessel in the South Seas called 
me Rose. There was some difficulty in getting pro- 
TisMmSy until the first heutenant was despatched to 
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IriBi whttlM could ind, md thni mi abimflint Mtyly 

On Hbe sevenloenih of DeoemWr tiw SpM^hnift 
niled for the Bay ^ Ckmoeptloii, and captened two 
foaiefe, the Solidad d* Anday of two huHbed aiai fi% 
tans, and one of twenty-five belonging to a priest. 
BtteUigeBoe was now raottved of a yeaael lying tw» 
leagues off to the north with a Talua)^ cargo* Aa 
ofioer and twenty-five men were a^it to the hagr 
in whkh she lay, hat ibej were not to land or make 
any attempt npcm her. They feitnd her men ashore^ 
and landuig, were suddenly set npoa by hoiseoi^i 
driving wfld hoises before them. Five of the parlor 
were killed or wounded. This ill suoeess ine roaae d 
the discontent of the refractory crew. They n^Gt 
eaptnred the St. firmin of tkree hundred terns, aad a 
ndnaUe cargo. Prc^osals were made to ranamn the 
prize, and a Jesidt came on board to request the^ 
return of ten silver candlestidu, each weiglaQg 
twenty-five pounds, which had been a gift to hm 
convent They were ofifered for their weight in dollaca* 
but the Jesuit said they never pnichased things im 
religious uses. Sixte^i thousand dollars wet» de- 
manded as the ransom of the i^ip. The Spaniasds 
offered twelve thousand ff« both idiip and eargou At 
length the captain set both ^ps on fire, and soid the 
jdunder before the mast The voyage was continMad 
to the island of Juan Fernandez, and then to' Anoa 
in Praii, where some prises w«*e captured. They 
then sailed for Payta, which they entered with FceiMih 
colours flying, on ^w twenty^rst of MmrOi. A 



I0B8 whMi tiny iwd €«pl«rad, bii4 
adled tbe Mcreory, was taken with iiie captain of 
anriaaa «n board bar. 

At Bi^rta a amall Tessal waa aaptwed, and the 
itiM aiw uB sndMNd off the town, Wt Ibnnd it deserted. 
fbt Smooob Imd been tlien bofoe Utern, AU Um 
t wa w i i -e, among tkat ^e kHig*9» amooDtmg to fow 
kandied ti i on aa n d poeses of eigbt, had beoi yoMovad 
into tiM momtam. They spent a day in «&barldng 
the live stock, floor, and sugw, which they fonnd in 
AetowB. The govsfnornow sont to demand wtot 
laaaem wodd be talran te tiie town and the small 
ship* The reply was ten thauoand pieees <ii et^t in 
twantgMbar hours. No conofaMson was made to ths 
haf^ain, and the town was hnined. This was scarcely 
eftdad before signals were made €or the ciqttain to 
dome off. All hands ware ofdared into the boats, and 
Wfoffe tiny were half way to tiie Tossel, a large safl 
w«8 seen with topsails aback aad the Spanish flag 
luring. This tassel was tiM Spanish admiral's shqp» 
and had she eontinaed her course, she must have 
mptmw9d the Speedw^ whkk had ^y eight or niao 
hands on board. The master, Mr. CoUsea, however, 
ktpt np so vigorous a fire witii these few, that the 
Spaniards^ thinking there would be a sharp defiNwe, 
kottght to their sk^, to put her in a coodition £01 m 
contest This gave time to Captain Shd« 
to g6t aa board. He then made his prqpa* 
mions to five the admiral a warm reception, as well 
as to deoetve him until all the officers were on boaid, 
liey hMUjig delayed on shcNPe to get off a gun they 
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were tewiUiiig to absndtm. By this timfi fb» 
pete within pitted shot Captain Shelvioeke acnr eut 
liis cable, but the vessel ui^ortimately fiiU off tM 
wrong way, and he could but just clear die adttinii 
The crew were by no means in spirits at the uf^ of 
ft ship of fifty-six guns aad four hundred and twenty 
pen, while the Speedwell had only twenty gum 
mounted, seyenty-three white men aiid deven negross^ 
Some were for getting ashore as &8t as they eouUU 
and one man actually did swim ashore. S^wMoota 
being under the Spaniaids lee, attempted to get inCii 
shoel water, but he unfortunately lay becahned neaxiyi 
an hour exposed to the enemy*s fire, which he retunieA 
as rapidly as he was able. In getting away firom tha 
town the men had wetted their small arms, and^lt 
was long time before they could be got ready^ to 
service. In the town the peq)le were seme ci thorn 
trying to extinguish the fire, while others weva lool^' 
ing at the engagement. Captain Shdviooke wa» to 
sotne time in fear of being captured by boardhigir 
the enemy*s forecastle being fiill of men who wem 
slwuting. He discovered, however, that it arose firans- 
tiieir having shot away the ensign-staff, which seekig'- 
in the water, they imagined the Speedwell had i 
Another ensign was immediately hoisted in the 
shrouds. The Spamards now attempted to brimg 
their whole broadside to bear on the SpeedwoB, tetr 
with little effect, for she had time to shoot alioa4 
before their sails could fill again, and if h» maslB kq^ 
up, she had the chance <^ gettiiig b^ond tini^ 
^. The masts held on; the Speedwett got-0at4]£ 
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aod then lay to fw tho repair of her dama^^et* 
Sheliad loat no men, but her rigging was out up, ancl 
tiw mainmast was wounded and sustained. ¥rith ft 
lin^ shroud. The Spaniards after a short ohao^ 
letaxaed to the port 

Another Spanish vessel, mountmg thirty-six gun% 
fhmfd the Speedwell the next day, and gained xxposk 
l^at. At night (he captain set a lanthorn adrift in ft 
tub* darkening a part of it to look like a ship s light.. 
•sd altered his course. When day broke no enemy 
Vftfl UK sight The captain, finding an embargo waa^ 
]pid upon all the shipping along the coast, determkied 
|o uak fix Mexico, first watering at the island of Juan 
Feniaiidez. He hoped by this means to &11 into the 
toft^ of tiie Manilla ship, which was always of great 
ifthie. On the twenty-sixth of March, 1720, they. 
\mA their course to the southward, thinking in five 
w»Bks to make the island. The carpenter began to 
hoild ft boat for the purpose of watting with on their 
QOsraL The ship sprung a leak soon after, and the- 
gWftter part of tiie powder became ii^ured. They 
with, difficulty stopped the leak, which was caused l^ 
[ of the eneiiiy*s shot that had worked out of Uieir 
and permitted the sea to entmr through the* 



..Ob the sixtii of May they can» in sight of the' 
WMtemmost of the islands of Juan Fernandez. The 
cbrpenter had complied a boat that would carry" 
tkfsft hogsheads. In five days mc»e they saw tl^ 
gMftfc iabuad. They stood off and on imtil the twenty-' 
ftst» when, they fiyiuid'th^ could noi ^et water enough* 
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M boMd in this nMannr. In coBseqaraee it w« ii^ 
t WHuu e d upon t» UMb«r fnr a few houn ki tb« rondy 
and tbey prepmed ^le caMa aoeoidiiigly. Hm s^ 
WM BOW worked m and ancfacnwd in fertf ftahoms 
water. They made a warp of three hawsers and a 
hfit, which waa fkslened to tii6NrockB to keep the ship 
alsady, and hj that means haul their raft of eartcs ea 
fhofe and on hoavd. On Hie twenty-ifth of May it 
Uaw a gala upon tiie kmd with a heavy swell. Th» 
cMb, thongh maw, parted in a ahart thne, and ship- 
wiack appealed inevitahle. The Speedwell straok 
Widi sodi yiolence, that the mammast, ibramast, and 
miann topsiast were carried away at one 8waap» 
Hie people oovld not keep their feat, and in a abort 
lime the hold of llio ship was full of water. AH the 
craw exoept one were saved. 

Captain Shelvioclie preserved bis commission^ said 
got «p some powdw which had been placed in th» 
hftad-ioom, with some hagB of bread. These mm 
Maoied, for Hib ship did not immediately go to pieeea. 
Seme mathematieal instruments and books were saiPed^ 
and two or three compasses. The masts Ml so as to 
laanre a dear space to form a raft* and by this meims 
and the assiataaee of those already on diore, tiie crew 
landed. They were without provisions beyond sub* 
sistenee fin* a day or two ; without shelter, and (d>liged 
to sleep on the wet ground. The seals and se»4kms 
lay so thidL upon the beach, that they were obliged 
to dear their way through them as they came along.. 
They lighted a fire, and notwithstanding tiw loss of 
the ship d^^ aovndly. Wh^n Chay awoke the paat 
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l&e a dream. The eaptata urgad the omr 
to pvoeuie neeenaries from the wieck, Imt instead of 
tfcis they began to build huts and tents as if deaigniitg 
to settle upon the island* A violent storm soon arose, 
and deateoyed all the wreck exc^ one ca^ of beeL 
Sleren hundred dollars belonging to Ihe owners of 
Htke vessel, whKh happened to be uppermost in the 
bread-room, w^e sa^d, bdng in the «iptain*s omi 
chest ; aH the rest being in the bottom of the Yossal 
were lost. 

A spot was now selected by the captain for his own 
tent, secure from wind, weather, or surprise by the 
enemy. It was half a mile from the sea, near a fine 
stieam of running water, and there was plenty of 
fiiel hard by. The crew quartered themselTes near, 
in the best way they could. The winter season was 
OQining on, and many thatched their dwellings* while 
some covered theirs with the skins of seals and sea- 
lions. Several of the crew rolled water-casks to the 
fdielter of a tree, and slept in them. 

The captain now summoned the crew together, and 
told them that the sdie means of leaving the island 
was to build a vessel, to carry them away, and de-^ 
manded if theywould work upon her. This they all 
agreed to do, requiring directions fi)r the work* A^, 
number of artides were obtuned from the wredk 
which wese useful, and the blocks &v the keel were 
laid on Ihe eighth of June. Th^ vessel was to be 
thirty feet keel» sixteen beam, and seven deep. 

The wood lay at a considerable distance, and tho 
fDogEBBS ma^ was necessarily very slow» lor it had 
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to be carried to the building spot, as well as bewn. 
In two months, however, the new ship put on a good 
appearance. The armourer was the manager, and^ 
Tory indefatigable in his labour. In that time he had 
also built a good boat, which was much wanted. Stilly 
the crew were by no means satisfied, and a mutinous^ 
spirit was as rife as ever among them. When the 
hardest part of their labour on the vessel was over' 
they neglected it, and split into parties and cabals. 
They threw off the authority of Captain Shelviocke, 
declared themselves a set of adventurers on their own 
account, excluded the owners of the ship, and even 
made the captain deliver up to them the eleven, 
hundred dollars which had been saved, saying, that 
being recovered from a wreck, the owners had no daini 
upon them. They even took away the arms and* 
ammunition, and wasted the latter by shooting at 
anything which took their fancy. 

A large ship came in sight on the fifteenth of 
August, and this threw them into great fear. They 
knew that if discovered by the Spaniards, they must 
infallibly be taken. They put out the fires, confined: 
the negroes, lest they should swim off to the enemy,- 
and even got under arms at the captain's command^' 
induced by a sense of the common danger. Yet 
when the alarm was over, they disputed about con-' 
tinning the work upon the vessel, and were only pre-' 
Tented by the state of their toob, which were nearly' 
worn out, from building two large boats, and setting 
their new ship on fire. Some wanted the first lieute- 
nant for leader, and some the captain, while twelve^ 
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wished to have nothing to do with either, but to re-, 
main on the island. These last separated from the 
rest, and only returned in the night to carry away 
^m the bark and the tents whatever they could 
steal, so that Captain Shelviocke was obliged to treat 
them as enemies. The separate factions had a mis- 
chievous tendency by preventing subordination. Still 
the captain succeeded in getting them to attempt the 
planking up of their bark. For this purpose they had 
no timber but the deck of the wreck, which was brittle 
and split into numerous pieces. By incessant labour 
and various contrivances, they at length planked her 
up, and poured water within, to try if she was tight. 
Her leaky condition made the crew despond so much, 
^at the captain thought they would have aban- 
^ned the undertaking altogether. At last, however, 
they succeeded in getting her into a tolerable condi- 
tion. The pumps which had belonged to the ship, 
though very d^bctive, were fitted into the new vessel. 
It was also proposed that the cooper should make a 
bucket for each man, before she was launched, which 
was fixed to take place the next spring tide, on the 
fiiUi of October. They contrived to patch together 
pieces of canvass to serve for sails. The masts were 
rigged, the casks completed by the cooper, a quantity 
of provisions got on board, consisting almost wholly 
of conger eels, which had been dried in smoke ; of 
these two thousand three hundred had been caught, 
Mch weighing a pound. They had sixty gallons of 
seal oil, a cask of beef, and four or five hogs, which 
completed their stores. Notwithstanding an accident 
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hi lanneUnir* ^^ "^ was got off aft Me ticb, «tf 
Buned the Reecyverjr. Bht kad tva masts, and tPti 
twetxty toDB burHnsL Her anehor was alarge stOBe; 
tfid ber cable a Mgbt rope, so thai she might eaaOf 
go asbove on the rocks. The water was therefore gel 
en board the same ^h^, and on that which foUoapod, 
an except eleven or twd,ye of the crew, asd as many 
negroes, who remamed behiod. One pmnp was found 
quite saffieient to keep the vessel dear of water. An 
eel was allowed each man, every twenty^fonr hours. 
This was cooked by a fire made in a half tid» fifled 
with earth. The water was sucked <nit of the cask 
wi^ a musket barrel. The crew were crowded to- 
gether, and lay upon bundles of eels. 

Captain Shriviocke was for standing into ihe Bay 
of Conception, and there capturing some vessel 
larger than his own. 'While a breeze continued 
to blow, the ship was very uncomfortable, she rolled 
much, and the watw ran over them. The deck 
was only a grating, having no tarpaulin to cover it^ 
and the pumps scarcely kept them free. The captain 
did not like to bear away, and ease the vessel, lest he 
might miss the Bay of Conception, on which their 
hopes were centered for a change of oondtticm. Oa 
the tenth of October, they saw a large European 
built ship, and stood towards her. The peo^ on 
board at first seemed to pay no attention %o the bark, 
until tiiey observed that her sails were bcowA, while 
those of the Spaniards in the same seas w«re whiter 
being generally made of cotton. 8he then ware and 
baided dose on the wind to the w aet urai d. Hmt 



SaooTfliy hoistad her odours and ficad a fpuL It 
ftU calm, but they were able to make good waj 
with their sweept toward the enemy. The armiu 
biwevei^ were found to be in very bad repair. They 
had only three (»itlagses» and were very ill provided 
ia boasd, in which their only chance of success lay. 
A third of their muskets wanted tlints, and they had 
but one small dismounted cannon, two round shot; 
a km ckain bolts and bolt-heads, and some bags of 
stones for grape shot 

In four hours they were alongude the enemy ; from 
her decks the English were abused, called dogs, and 
defied. A volley of large and small shot killed the 
gunner and i]\|ured the mast of the Recovery. Three 
^t^T'pt*? were made to board, and each was unsuo- 
cessfiiL The enemy was loffy, and the crew had not 
pistols and cutlasses to use. Tbey nevertheless made 
shigs the whole night, and in the morning determined 
to carry the foe, or submit. At day-break it was re- 
solved to man the yawl, and lay her athwart the 
hawse, while the captain boarded in the boat Just 
as they were on the point of coming to action, a 
lueeze sprang up, and the ship gained upon them; 
the gale freshened, and the cqptain expected the 
enemy would have run him down, but she bore away« 
and was pursued in vain by the Recovery. They had 
osm killed and three wounded. The wounded all got 
well, though one man was nine or ten months before 
his coze was perfect. 

They now had a gale which lasted for several days* 
tad put them in great danger. The yaid lay astem* 
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and having too little rope, on every descent of tlie 
sea, it fell after the ship with such violence, 
they feared it would he heaten in. They were in 
great terror during the storm, from the knowledge ol 
the description of vessel under them. They soon 
came in sight of the island of Iquieque, on which 
they made a descent, and brought off a large quantity 
of provisions, and also a boat of good size. They had 
now plenty to eat in the place of famine. They 
thought of steering for Arica, but finding a large ship 
was lying there, they sailed for Nasco, lying in 
16^ south latitude, and Pisco, between 13^ and^ 14^ 
Off the high land of Nasco, they fell in with a 
large vessel of seven hundred tons, which they un- 
successfully attacked. This made the crew murmur, 
and although the captain did all he could to prevent 
desertion, two men went off with the best boat ; they 
were afterwards recovered when nearly starved. 

They now looked into the Road of Pisco, and ttiere 
saw a large vessel, which, being desperate, they de- 
termined to carry by a desperate attempt She was 
taken without resistance, the crew receiving them In 
a submissive manner. She was a good vessel of two 
hundred tons, laden with pitch, tar, plank, and cop- 
per ; all she had valuable besides had been carried 
away in her boat The captain offered sixteen thou- 
sand dollars to ransom her, but Captain Shelviocke 
was obliged to keep her for their own use. Thtj 
removed everything from the bark, on board the 
new vessel, gave the former up to the Spaniards, 
and then stood out to sea. They afterwards j^ 
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iD^&ded to Mexico, and at Sansenate took the Sacra 
Familia, of three hundred tons, after a smart action. 
Being a better sailer than his own vessel. Captain 
'Sl^lViocke shifted his company on board the prize. 
Tfeey now left the coast for want of water, the first 
Seotenant and some of the men being on shore. 
The crew lived upon half a pint a man, for thirteen 
^bays, but they succeeded in obtaining some at last in 
the island of Cagno. After being attacked by a fever 
and dreadful mortality, they crossed the Pacific, and 
the ship reached Macao, with only six or seven hands 
fit for duty, and in such a condition she could scarcely 
keep the sea. They succeeded in getting her up to 
Canton, where her miserable state was a matter of 
astonishment to all who saw her. Most of the sur- 
viving crew came home in Indiamen. The cap- 
tain reached Dover in the Cadogan, after an absence 
of three years and seven months. 

A French East Indiaman, called the Prince, sailed 
in 1752, on her outward-bound voyage from Port 
L'Orient. The day was the nineteenth of February ; 
and as if ominous of future disaster, she got on a 
bank, and was unable to resume her voyage until the 
tenth of June. 

They proceeded at first prosperously, and had 
reibcfaed 8° 30' south latitude, and 5° west longitude 
horn Paris, when the intelligence was brought to the 
Iteatenant, M. de la Fond, that smoke was coming 
up the main hatchway. He immediately ordered the 
hatoliway to be opened to ascertain the fact, which 

SOL, II. H 



98 SHIPyRKCKS AND DI!fA8TBR9 AY SBA. 

iras found bat too trae. The captain hastened <hi 
deck from the cabin where he had been sitting at* 
dinner. Some sails were dipped in the sea, and the 
hatchways covered with them, to stifie the fire as 
much as possible. It was intended to let in the water 
between decks a foot deep, but clouds of smdte issu- 
ing from below,, and the frames increasing, i«e¥ented 
this from being done. The soldiers on board were 
ordered under arms to prevent oonfhsion, and iheir 
commander exhibited great firmness in the alarming' 
circumstances. 

Buckets were put in request, and the pumps worked 
into the h(dd by pipes, but still the fire gained 
ground, and defeated every effort to subdue its vio- 
lence. The yawl being in the way, was hoisted oot^ 
and the boatswain, with three seamen, took possession 
of it. They had no oars, but were supplied wiih them 
from the ship by three other hands, who leaped over- 
board. They were desired to return by those on board, 
but they excused themselves, saying they had/ no 
rudder, and asking for a rope. The flames, however, 
soon convinced them that their only security lay ia 
keeping away from the vessel, and a breeze springing* 
up, she moved away ^m them. The crew stflT 
courageously exerted themselves, feeling there was 
no escape if the vessel perished. The master ven- 
tured down into the hdd, but the heat was so iii« 
tense, he was obliged to return, and they \v19re foraed. 
to dash Mrater over him while there, to prevent his; 
being burned. Soon after the flames burst Ibrtb 
from the main hatchway. 



The ca|»teui now oicterdd the boatB to be gi9t out, 
bi^ the Icmg boat was- shug high up* and as the^F 
WBce^^ alidat to puthw over the^ side of the ship, the 
ihe caught the mainmast, and ahe fell down on thoi 
guDs, bottom npwardfr. Thus it beeame impossible 
to get her out. Thefiiteof all now seemed but too* 
dear. To peiish by fire or water, was the inevitable 
doom of everjr one on boards and it was to felt La- 
mentations and. bitter cries roteunded through the- 
ship, omidtthe crackling of the flames^ The chi^ 
ktn, from the quarterdeck, ga^^ the« crew a general, 
absolution,, and then repatod to the quarter- gaUery, 
to give it to those wha had lounged into the sea». 
The great principle oi self-piieswvati^ acted upon 
aO. Yiurds, spars» hencoops, ei^rything on which' 
there was a hope^ of floating,, were flung overboard. 
Ifany leaped into the waves. Others swam to frag^ 
Bients of the wrecks which floated around. The 
shrouds and yards^ of the vessel were covered with; 
hesitating men, who could not yet determine on their 
mode of perashing, A &ther folded his son in hi» 
ana% and then throwing him into tlie see, followed 
hmi« and both perished. 

The hehn- wa» shifted, and the vdMel heeled to- the 
larboard side, wluch afibrded at few minutes of pre« 
servation longer, while on the starboard side the* 
flames raged firom stem to sImii. Lieutenant de la 
Bbndy on* whom l^e active- duty of the fearful time; 
had feUen, and who had been only occupied m trying 
t» save the ship^ when all hope of that wag over, 
had begun* to contempleite the h(»nrorst of his owi» 

H 2 



FOO SHIPWRECKS AND DISASTBRS AT SEA. 

dtuation. Looking around him he found he wbls 
alone on the deck. He went into the roundhouse, 
and on his way met M. de la Touche, the com 
mander of the miUtary that were on hoard, a hra,re 
French officer, who said to him, "My fiiend and 
hrother, farewell !" M. de la Fond, on asking where 
he was going, replied, ** To cx)mfort my friend ike 
captain/' M. Morin, the captain, stood overeome 
with grief, amid his passengers, among whom were 
several female relatives. He recommended them to 
commit themselves to the sea upon hen-coops, while 
the seamen swimming with one hand, endeavoured 
to support them with the other. The floating masts 
and yards were covered with men, who were striving 
for a momentary existence. The guns now went off 
shotted, and destroyed many who were struggling in 
the waves. The fire in the meantime reach^ the 
starhoard gallery, and was seen hlazing awfully 
within the window of the roundhouse and great 
eahin. The flames approached M. de la Fond, vfha 
having long seen any further attempt to save the 
ship utterly useless, determined to prolong his life a 
few hours if possible, that he might devote them to 
preparing himself for another world. Yet did he 
escape, and from his narration is the present account 
compiled. 

M. de la Fond stripped off his clothes, intending to 
slip down a yard, one end of which was in the sea, 
hut it became so covered with fugitives, that he rolled 
over them into the water. A soldier, in a drawning 
state, got hold of him. De la Fond dived, but ia 
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vain, to get free of the man's grasp ; he plunged a 
^eeoiid time, the man still holding firmly on, mitil 
the po(»r wretch having swallowed much water, found 
his strength fail him as De la Fond dived a third time,, 
and probably sensible he was again sinking, instinc- 
tively withdrew his grasp. When De la Fond found 
hnnself free, he dived again, and rose as far off from 
the spot as possible. He was now cautious of approach- 
ing any one ; he even avoided the dead bodies, until he 
was ^reed to move them aside with one hand, while 
he made way with the other. At last his strength 
began to £ul for want of respite. He first found 
a part of the ensign-staff. He put his arm through 
a lo<^ of rope attached to it to secure himself, until 
perceiving a yard he seized that, but seeing it scarcely 
supported a man who had hold of it at the other end, 
he abandoned it as too slight to afford him assistance. 
He next fell in with the sprit-sail yard, which was co- 
vered with people whom he feared to approach. Some 
were quite naked, others in their shirts, yet in their own 
miserable situation they seemed to feel pity for him. 
The captain and M. de la Touche, it appears, never 
quitted tbe ship, and perished in her. A terrible 
and heart-rending sight presented itself everywhere 
around. The mainmast being burned below the 
deck» fell overboard, killing many in its fall. It was 
soon after covered with people, and driven about by 
the waves. De la Fond seeing two seamen support- 
ing themselves on a hen-coop and some planks, 
begged them to swim to him with the latter ; this the 
poor fellows did, and, accompanied by others, they 
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'thus contrived topodctte along, until tkey^fained tke 
ntast ^ere so Bmny had fiilraaify ^aeoored ^iienMMlvw. 
These saw aoenas of honor aneompaased the sor^ 
vivors. The €faa|>lain> was upon the tnaat, and in ^^t 
situatioQDielaFQnd veeairediahtolirtteii. Twoyooi^ 
ladies were also tfaefe, who aeened /to await :their 
fate with pious leaignatioB ; thay were ^^e^nnmrors 
of six, faaa: had fdready perished. Not lees tfasa 
eighty peesons were upon the inast. Tbey ^were 
every moment exposed to death &om the disdutr^as 
of the cannon in the ship. The ohaplain losing kis 
hold of the mast, De la Fond contrived to lift Mm up : 
*^ Let meigo,'' he oried, ** I am already ha^-Arowned, 
and it is toxily prolonging my misery." De la Food 
told liim that when he oould «vq»port him so laager 
tixey would die tog^her. While in this state he s»w 
one <^ the ladies fall from the mast and peridi ; ^e 
was too ^&r off iox him to give her any aasiatimae. 

At length De la Fond ohserved the yawl at no 
distance. It was then near five o'clock in the 
noon. He called to 1^ men that he was th^ Heo- 
tenant, and requested to he taken in. They were not 
averse to thk, for they w^ve unable, to steer the boat 
towards land, firom not knowing where the aaarvat 
flhore lay. They told him if he wouM swim to Hie 
yawl, they -would tsdee him in. They knew that if 
they approached the mast the boat would be sunk 'by 
the numbers who would crowd into it,4ind all nauit 
inevitably perish. De la Fond set off, and aummen- 
ing every effort, reached the object of his ^wisbes. 
The pilot and. master fcdlowing his aacamplerawaiii 4o 
the yawl, and were taken in also. 
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The fLvaes contiBued to rage until the vessel hlew 
np, wiuch in^ppened when the yawl was about a mile 
and a half distant The eKplosion was terrible. A 
vast dense tckmd ef smoke ascended team the shiyered 
wreck, and ohseuved the sun for a short time. Pieces 
cf tiaraing timher were hurled into the air, and bill- 
ing* crashed *ih8 miserable beings who were stmg^ 
gling in the sea for their existence. Even the yawl 
was not beyond the seach of the danger. The spec- 
tacle diooked them dreadftiUy, ^e sea around them 
being oov^ed with the burned and mangled bodies 
of iibeir idosxdst some of whom retained life enough 
to slmgi^e, and be sensible of the horrors around 
them. De la Fond, who still possessed his presenoe 
of mind, proposed that they should puU to the spot, 
m the hope of finding sMne articles of provision, and 
<otfaer thii^ which might be of use to them, for they 
had nodiing in the boat, and could only expect a 
Hngflri^ dealh by famine if they were unsuccessful 
in tbev seaich. Ihey ^seovered several barrels, but 
iiad the mortification to find they contained nothing 
wkkh c0Kdd be of «ermce to them. Towards night 
Ifaey weie fortunate enough to pick up a cask of 
bcBAdy, fifteen pounds (as well as they could guess) 
of salt pork, a piece of scarlet cloth, about twenty 
yards of linen, a dozen pipe-staves, and some cordage. 
The night coming on, they were obliged to puU away 
firttm the place, lest the fragments of the wreck, which 
were floating around them, should endanger their 
&si\ boat They rowed as far as they could from the 
^pQit, and, although it was night, hegan to get their 
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boat into the best trim practicable for jailing. The 
inner work of the boat was torn up for planks and 
nails. A seaman fortunately had two needles, and 
the unravelling of the linen supplied thread. Of the 
piece of scarlet cloth they formed a sail. An oar 
served for a mast, and a plank made a rudder. They 
worked so well during the night, that a good part of 
their labour was completed by the morning. 

These unfortunate people were two hundred leagi]»s 
from the nearest land, and did not know in what 
direction to shape their course. They resigned them- 
selves to the divine will, and prayed to Heavwi for 
aid. TKey now hoisted their sail, and De la Fond 
and his companions were soon borne far from the 
place where their vessel had been lost. Fw ^ght 
days and nights they saw* n,Q land. They were, 
several of them, utterly naked, and exposed to the 
heat of the sun by day, and to the cold air of the 
night. They had no water to satiate their thirst; 
then: mouths were parched, but they were reliei^ 
by a shower of rain, of which they tried to catch a 
little in their mouths, and with their hands. They 
also sucked the sail which had been wetted by the 
rain, but unfortunately it was bitter from having 
been soaked in the sea, and this bitterness was im- 
parted to the rain water. They bore it with tine 
reflection that had the rain fallen heavier, the wind, 
which was favourable, might have gone down, and 
their progress have been arrested. 

They ascertained the direction in which they 
should sail, by a constant observation of the rking 
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and setting of the sun and moon. The stars indicated 
also the way in which they should steer. They 
allowed themselves a small hit of pork each man, 
oDce in twenty-four hours, hut they were ohliged on 
the fourth day to give up taking it, from the irritating 
effect it produced upon their constitutions. They 
tried the hrandy, hut found that it inflamed their 
stomachs, without in the slightest degree satisfying 
their dreadful thirst. They saw flying-fish rise out 
of the water, hut they could not capture them for 
food, which made the hunger they su£fered less' en- 
durable. They strove as much as they could to hear 
op against despair, and the melancholy prospect 
before them, which scarcely left hope alive in their 
bosoms. 

It was on the night of the eighth, that De la Fond, 
after heing for ten hours at the helm, desired some 
one to relieve him, and sunk down under his suffer- 
ings. His companions were in no hotter state than 
bimself, and they began to resign themselves to 
their destiny ; hunger, thirst, and exposure, having 
nearly completed their work. On the dawn of day 
they saw land. Though almost in the last stage of 
exhaustion, the sight raised them to life again. 
They seemed as if they were new-bom, and they 
made every necessary exertion to prevent being 
drifted away by the current in which they now found 
themselves. They soon reached the coast, which 
was that of Brazil, in 6° south latitude, where they 
entered Tresson Bay, not far from Rio Grande, and 
mstantly returned thanks to Heaven fiir their provi- 
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dentiii escape. They eyen i»Ued tkemBelves in the 
sand, 80 transported weve they widi joy to be safe ob 
dMure. Their i4)pearanoe was anyl^iing but human, 
their joy was ** moody madness langhmg wild aanid 
severest woe.'' Some were quite naked, others had 
only their shirts which were in rags. De la Pond 
fftstened a piece of scarlet doth about his waist, that 
he might appear to be the chief ef the party. They 
had still to bear op against hunger and thirst, mx 
•did they know whether they wese landed anong 
civiliied men or savages; yet to h«ve landed a^ 
vhsee was the great oifc^eot gained. 

They were nonsuiting together what should he 
done, when the Portuguese settled tiiere came down 
to them in a body of fifty, and inquired who thej 
.Hrere and whence they came. The moment their 
tale of misfortune was told, they were led to the 
dwellings of the settlers, who «ympaldiiBed with thw 
distresses. A river being near the road they plunged 
snto it, and drank fredy to allay the thi^ wtk 
vhioh they had been so leng tcHrmenled. They fouad 
lUfterwanis that baithing aided greatly in j?eatoriiig 
^em to heaUh and activity. The pnncipal Mu^ 
hifeant of the plaee came, luid led De la Fand aad 
tus companions to his house, being about half a 
league from the plaee where they landed. He gave 
tinem dothes, and boiled seme fish for them, ib» 
bioth of which 1h^ fsund eKoellent. Though thay 
required sleep as well as food, yet, when they foimd 
there was a duudi dedicated to St liiohael, oidy 
^alf a league distant^ they immedii^Bly went thither 
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to thank the Almighty once moie for preserving 
themin such an extraordinary manner. They oould 
not tfitnin to &e houae of their kind host owing to 
&tigue and the badness of the road, and were obliged 
to remain in the village dose to the church, where 
the inhabitants, touched with their piety and misfor^ 
tunes, hastened to administer everything in their 
ipower to relieve them. They did not stay longer 
than would enable them by rest to return to their 
former host, who at night treated them with a second 
meal of fish. They found that they wanted some- 
thing of a nature more nourishing, and with some 
of the brandy they had salted they bought iui ox. 

They were distant fifteen leagues from Pasaiba, 
and were obliged to travel thitiier bareleoted, and 
without provisions for their journey. They there- 
fore dried in smoke some of their ox-flesh, and added 
a little flour to it, and in three days set off on their 
march escorted by three soldiers. They marched 
seven leagues the first day, and were received with 
great hospitality at the place where they passed the 
night. The evening of the following day, a seijeant 
and twenty-nine men ecmie imd escorted them to the 
commandant of a fortress, who gave them a hospita- 
ble reception, supplied their wants, and sent them in 
a boat to Paraiba, where they arrived at midnight. 
A Portuguese captain presented them to the go- 
vernor, who treated them with great kindness. In 
three days they were conducted at their own desire 
to Femambuco, accompanied by a corporal, in order 
to obtain a passage in a Portuguese fleet about to sail 
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for Europe De la Fondas feet were so bad from 
previous travelling that he could hardly stand, and 
he was provided with a horse. They reached Fer- 
nambuco in four days, where De la Fond met with 
great attention and kindness from the naval and 
military officers at that place. He was so fortunate 
as to get a passage for himself and companions as he 
expected, and he sailed for Europe on the fifth of 
October, arriving at Lisbon on the seventeenth of 
December. From Lisbon procuring a passage to 
Morlaix, he rested there a few days, and then repaired 
to Port rOrient ; his health deeply injured by his 
misfortunes, and left after twenty-eight years of service 
in a state of destitution, all he had in the world having 
gone down in the ship, with three hundred souls that 
had perished so calamitously. 



CHAPTER V. 

Wreck of the Doddington, 1755>-Of the Utile, 1761— Famine ia 

the Peggy, 1766. 

Thb Doddington East Indiaman sailed from England 
on the twenty-third of April, 1755, with several ships 
in company. In ahout a week they got clear of the 
Channel, and the captain, whose name was Samson, 
found that his vessel sailed much better than the 
others, which induced him to part company and pro- 
ceed on his voyage with all haste. On the twentieth 
of May he made the Cape de Verd Islands, and on 
the twenty- j&rst entered the bay of Porto Praya, when 
he found two of the vessels had reached that harbour 
before him. In seven weeks after sailing from Porto 
Praya Bay, they made the Cape of Grood Hope. 
They now took a new departure from Cape Needles, 
having doubled the Cape of Good Hope. The vessel 
had been steered eastward between latitude 35° 30' 
and 36° for a day, and was then ordered to be steered 
east-north-east, which course was continued up to the 
time the ship struck. This was on the 17th of July, 
about one o*clock in the morning^ 

The shock was so violent, tluit those who were 
asleep below started from their slumber in conster- 
nation, and rushed upon deck. The dreadful situa- 
tion of the vessel was apparent to all on board. 
The men were dashed backwards and forwards by the 
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violence of the waves, the ship giving way at every 
blow from the mountain surges that were tearing her 
piecemeal. The larboard side of the quarter-deck 
lay highest out of the water, and the captain, wh9 had 
taken his station there, told those nearest to him that 
all must perish. A sea struck that part of the vessel 
a moment after, and he was seen no more. In the 
midst of the eonstemation which reigned everywhere 
around, the cry of " land '' was heard. The' }dace wa» 
an unii^bitable rock, situated in 33"^ 44' south latir 
tade, about two- himdied and fiffy leagues* east of th& 
Cape of tSrood Hope. Upon this roek.twenty^'tlBree out 
of two* hundred and seventy persons on board were how 
assembled ; all the rest had perished^ The names of 
the survivors were* Bvan Jones, diief. mat6; Jiohn* 
Coflett^ WilMam Webb, S. PbwelU secend, third, and 
flMi mates ; Riehard Topping, carpenter ; NeU 
Bo<^w^ and Nathaniel Chishoim, quarter-masters;' 
Danid Ladova, captains stewaid; Henry Sharp, 
surgeon*8 ser^^urt; Thomas Amcdd* a black, and 
John Macdowel, servants to the captain; Robert 
Beaseley, John Ding, Gilbert Cain, Terence Molor 
Jonas Rosenburg, John GMass, — ^Taylor, aiid Hendriofe 
Seantz, seamen; John Yets» midshqnnan; John. 
Lister, Ralph Smith, and Edward Dysoy, mateosiesw 
They were exposed to the open air^ many witb^ 
out being half dressed, and they soon^ began to look 
about them fyr shelter and covering; These th^ 
fortunately succeeded in finding among the iMM9§tf 
thrown up by the sea. Their next eaue was to pros- 
vide a fire. They rubbed two pieces of wood together 
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in Tain, until seme of them prying about the rook» 
fofond a file and two flints in a box, but they were yet 
destiti^ of tinder. A cask of gmipowder had been 
washed upon the roek, and though most of it wm 
speiled, enou^ still remained to bruise upon a rag^ 
whieh was then easily inflamed. They now made a 
fire, and collected around it the bruized and wounded 
men. They carefully collected all: whidi came ashore 
&em the wreelL A box of wax candles and a case of 
bnmdy were found the next aftemoom. Of the latter 
a dram was immediately served out to each persom 
A cask nearly full of ftesh water was fortunately disco- 
vered next, and several pieces of salt pork with seven 
hogft^which had reached the shore alive. Ca^Ls full of 
various kinds of provision and water were seen floating 
about, but could not be reached. The first night soon 
came upon them. Some canvasa had been cast on 
the rock, but the quantity was too small to shelter 
i\\r and they were obliged on account of the sea 
to erect it on the highest part of ^e rock, which was 
covered with the dung of the sea^fowl that firequente 1 
it in great numbers. Those who could not walk to 
take exercise were placed under the tent, and a fire 
waemsde ne^rthenu Tlie night was very tempos- 
toousy seatteted their fire, and the rain put it out; 
They had been all the day without £9od and could 
not rest at ni^t. Th^ sunk a foot or more into the 
l»dB* dung. At lengtii, after a dreary nighty day 
came agaift, and the most active went to discover and 
twe what had come ashore firom the wreck. To their 
dJMippointmenty they fi}mid all the ca^s they had 
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seen the night before staved upon the rotkn save 
two, one of flour and one of beer. These they swred 
before the tide flowed and put an end fwr the moti&eiit 
to their further search. They then took their fir^ 
meal, which consisted of pork broiled upon the ooidsj 

While sitting down to their desolate repast, during 
which, when reflecting upon their terrible state, tiiey 
wrung their hands in the height of their despelTi 
they at last began to suggest plans for their emanci- 
pation. The carpenter was one of their numb^, and 
he suggested the possibility of a sloop being buill^ 
if they had the tools and could collect materials. 
The idea cheered them. The carpenter declared be 
would undertake the task, and they soon began to 
forget their hopeless situation in the cheering prospect 
of making De la Goa bay. They debated on the aze 
and rigging of their prospective vessel. When ihey 
left their meal, those who could be spared from the 
duty of tending their sick companions went to search 
for tools, but they found none. 

F6ur casks of water were secured on the nine- 
teenth of July, also a cask of flour, and a hogshead 
of brandy. A small boat was thrown up by the sea 
much shattered. No tools except a scraper were 
found that day, but the next they discovered a hamper 
containing files, sail needles, gimlets, an azimuth 
compass card, two quadrants, a carpenter's adze, a 
chisel, three sword blades, and a chest of treasure. 
A heavy surf had rolled in all the preceding day, and 
they determined to renew the search early in the 
morning. They found that day most of the packets 
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beLonging to the king and East India company, which 
they dried and secured. They also found the body 
of Mrs. CoQett, the wife of the second mate, who was 
Ictftunately not near the spot at the moment. This 
ooii{^ had been greatly attached to each other. Mr. 
Jcmes the first mate went to Mr. Collett, and contrived 
tot get him to the other side of the rock while they 
buried her body, reading the service over her from a 
French prayer-book which they found driven ashore 
wiUi the deceased. Some time after they disclosed 
to Mr. Collett what they had done and restored him 
ihe wedding ring, which they had taken from her 
finger and preserved on purpose. He received it 
with great sorrow, and spent many days afterwards 
in. raising a monument over her remains, composed 
of the squarest stones he could find, fixing an elm 
plank on the top, on which he inscribed her name, 
age, time of decease, and an account of the fatal 
shipwreck which occasioned it. 

On the twenty-first of July^ more pork and water 
were washed on shore. Some timber, plank, cord- 
age, and canvass were also obtained. These were 
joyfully put by for the projected vessel. The car- 
penter contrived to make a saw, although he had 
neither hammer, nails, nor other requisites for his 
fatnre task. Hendrick Scantz was a Swede, and 
had once been a blacksmith. He picked up an old 
pair of bellows, and bringing them to his comrades, 
told them that by their aid and a forge which he 
could instruct them how to build, he would fiunish 
the carpenter with all the tools he wanted, and even 

VOL. II. I 
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with n^, hf buHnng tlie itaa oatofihe swank at * 
came on shore. This jiews waa leaeifed wilii gMt 
eatisfacticm. Scante i»eiided the bdkap^ Mid jb 
three days fhey built a tent and forge. Tlwy looir 
lected timber for tiie carpenter, ami ^ "*-* 



prepared iv* «^© o — , 

On the twenty-fourOi of -Wy, the o-rp^te juid 
quarter-master began to «hape ihe keel «f the mud. 
They planned that she shoidd be a «Ujop Uikty «Mt 
long and twelve wide, wd they coB*in»ed tink W»ec 
^with indefetigeWe dfligeoee, WLcept when preientad 
by the wearier. Part of an andior whidi irae f owrf 
on the rock served tbe^nrith fior on anvil, and he 
made the tools as Ihey were wanted, until iSm uw- 
penter was attacked with BwknesB. Tlie whole «f:the 
company were in great aratiety iwqpectiifcg biaa, » 
they well knew tfceir existence depended upon hm 
labours. In Uiree days he fortomctoly hemme *oii- 
valescent to their great joy, «»d wfturoed to bat moA. 
The stores whiobi they had tawed ftom the wwk 
were exhausting very fiatt, and efven^e wat«r begta 
to fall short. Two ounces (tf Iwread-ooBelilirtBd the 
daily allowanoe of ea«^ man. The jalt poik ^0f 
were obMged to keepfw victuaaimg their ehip* I* 
order to get water they duga weB, butowdd i»tto^ 
a spring. They tjontrived tokiU some of «» gtBm^ 
which visited laic rock; and ttioagh Ibe'^eifti ww 
bla<*, ilshy, and rank, they^tt tt. Some^seala whidi 
tbey killed fw food made them sick. They eeotrwed 
a raft on'whichi;hey went out in the hope of ''-*-*'^— 
fish, and in this i;hey succeeded. Still ' 
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was SO great, they wore obliged to kill a hog. One 
day Mr. CoUett and Mr. Yets were nearly driven out 
to sea upon a fishing excucsion, where they must 
hayejperished. They were seen from the rock drift- 
Big very fast, and jopas were sent out to them 
with kilHdfis lo «iabie them to fix their raft until ^ 
VEod Ranged, but the raft <m which they were em- 
barked ofVFerset three times, and the men were obliged 
to swim to the rock. In the meantime those who 
verefishug still continued to drive. The carpent^, 
when they wane given up for lost, contrived to make 
the bottt so tight that, with one hand baling, she would 
&)at very weU, and in her they ventured to save their 
«tinrades9 whom they took ofif from the raft. The 
jwlditimMl weight made the boat leak faster than she 
«0tdd be baled, so that just as she reached the rock, 
she was so full that she sunk. They were now afraid 
to venture any more upon the raft. The carpenter 
put the boat in complete repair, to use in the place of 
the raft Sometimes they succeeded very well in 
m^dir fishing, at other times they caught nothing. On 
the vodiL their success was very similar. At one time 
Hie gasmets came in great numbers, at another they 
Mam none for several days. They were desirous of 
fiTwiMi£r ^me method of preserving the fiesh of these 
birds. They tried to make salt, but unfortunately in 
a cof^r vessel, which getting corroded, had nearly 
cost the lives of several. 

The third of September completed seven weeks on 
fte rock. They had frequently observed a great 
jmoke at a distance ascending from the main land» 

I 2 
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and three of them, Taylor, Bothwell, and Rosenhurg, 
took the hoat and set out to explore the cause. At 
night a great fire was made upon the rock, as a mark 
to them should thef he on their way hack. While 
they were ahsent the carpenter cut his leg with. an 
adze, 80 had, they feared he would hleed to death. 
Again his comrades were in deep anxiety ahout his 
life, hut the hleeding was fortunately staunched. Th^ 
hoat did not return until the ninth of Septemher, 
when, just at dinner-time, she was seen approaching 
rowed hy only one man, and they were apprehensive 
for the fate of the others, until they saw a seoond rise 
up fix>m the hottom of the hoat, which still came on 
very slowly. They forgot their dinner, and ran to the 
heach, where they waited an hour, imtil their comrades 
landed. Two, Rosenhurg and Taylor, only appeared, 
who, as soon as they landed, threw themselves on 
their knees, and returned thanks to Heaven that they 
were safe again upon the rock, harren as it was. They 
had exerted all their efforts to gain the rock, and 
could not now rise fiK)m the ground without being as- 
sisted. As soon as they could he helped to the tent 
they were furnished, as quickly as possible, both with 
food and water. They were so exhausted, that wheB 
they had eaten they fell asleep, and were humanely 
left in that state hy their comrades to recover them- 
selves, though, very naturally, anxious to hear a 
relation of their adventures. 

When the two men awoke they said that about 
three o'clock on the day they departed, they made 
and got round a point of land, about six leagues ftom 
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l^e rock, which appeared douhle from the sea, and 
they hoped, hetween the two points, to find a good 
harhour for landing. The surf was so high they were 
disappointed. At five o'clock they had seen one 
native only, and ventured to pull in at all risks. In 
the surf the boat overset and Bothwell was drowned. 
They reached the shore in a very feeble condition, 
destitute of everything except a small keg of brandy. 

They tried to draw up their boat to sleep under, but 
it was too heavy, and they reposed on the sand covered 
with the branches of a tree. In the morning they 
found the surf had removed their boat, and while 
searching for her they found the body of Bothwell^ 
partly devoured by some wild beast. Finding their 
boat, they were so frightened, they determined to re- 
turn instantly, but a fresh gale had set in from the 
west, the boat overset a second time before they could 
put back, and, after struggling and swimming, they 
safely reached the land, overcome with hunger and 
fatigue, having ate nothing from three o'clock the 
day before. They found a fruit like an apple, of 
which they partook eagerly, and it fortunately proved 
to be innoxious. They now contrived to hawl the 
boat on shore, and turning it upside down, they crept 
under it secure from the ardent rays of the sun, and 
from wild beasts. They slept soundly after their 
fittigues. Peeping out from under the edge of the 
boat before the morning appeared, they saw the claws 
of several creatures, which they judged to be tigers, 
pass by them. 

They remained under the boat until dayUght, when 
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tb«y saw the foot of a man near them. They now 
crept from their sleepdng plaoe to the astonishment of 
a saTage who stood close hy. Two other savages and 
a boy were seen farther off. They made signs for the 
two sailors to go away, which they endeavoured to do^ 
hut could only proceed slowly. A number of natives 
nowcame down armed with lances. Rosenhurg had 
the mast of the boat in his hand, and a pistol, which 
he bad fbund washed ashore, and in this state he ad- 
vaneed in a threatening manner upon the natives, 
thinking they would be afraid and retreat. Instead 
of this they surrounded him and began to whet their 
spears. Taylor threw Irimself on his knees and cried to 
Ihem for mercy, while Rosenburg ran into the sea. TbQ 
natives immediately began to strip him. He suffered 
tiiem to take his shoes £md shirt, btrt when they came 
to his trowsers he made some resistance, and they 
desisted. They then beckoned to Rosenburg, wha 
was swimming in the sea, but he refused, intimating 
they would kill him. The savages pointed to TaylcMr, 
as if to show they had not killed him. He then ad- 
vanced and threw them all his clothes but his shirt. 
They offered him no violence, but oniy held up the 
pistol and mast to deride his attempt to scare thesa. 
They seemed pleased with the clothes, and imme- 
diately divided them. They then began to rifle tlw 
boat ; took all the rope they could find, and the bodi 
by which the rudder hung to the stem, and were 
idKmt to knock the stem to pieces, when the two 
sailors, although not of the softest mood in general, 
burst into tears, and appealed to the feelHiga of the 
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aasfmgBSi by sneh tokens of dittteat as could not be 
mtttsken. Thay desisted from injuring the boat; 
Tfatas encooni^ed, -titte two seamen by signs asked 
them for something to eat, and they gave them some 
roete, making signs for them to depart. On this they 
once more launched the boat and got into it, but the 
wkid, being* on the shore, they ooold not get off. 
Tbe iiatiimi, seeing it was not the fault of the men, 
Goveoed them with the boat and left them. They slept 
under it ; and on the following morning, the weather 
being fine, launched it, and returned to the rock. 

The earpenter now contimied to work unremittingly 
ufcn the bark. All of the wreck thrown up, adapted 
te the purpose, was carefully preserved for rigging. 
Some-more casks of fresh water were recovered, which 
it was-^termined to preserve for sea-stock. It was 
found that the chest of treasure which had been saved 
from the wreck was broken open, and a part oi the 
tie««mre secreted. The sayk>rs oonsidered all t^at 
eame ashore from the wreck as common property, 
espedally as when a ship is lost they lose their pay. 
Theiy were in general over'^eligiously inclined, and were 
not ecmscious of acting dishonestly. The officers were 
of ft different opinion, and proposed to administer an 
oath te each man, as to his knowledge of where the 
tveasure was which had been so taken ; but this they 
oeuld not ^iforoe, and the design was dropped. 

They were fortunate enough about this time to find 
ft fowling-pieee cast on shore, which, although bent, 
tke smith put ia order and employed in shooting, the 
birds, before which event they were obliged to knoo|p 
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them down with a stick in the best way they could. 
On the eleventh of October the birds flocked to the 
rock in great numbers to lay th^r eggs, of wfaieh 
plenty were fortunately obtained, and continued aa! 
article of their food until January, when the season 
for laying terminated. 

On the twentieth of October, five of the compaay 
again ventured out on a raft to fish, but the wmd 
rising they were driven to the other side of the rocks 
&om that which they had chosen. The waves mt 
high and the wind increased. It was impossible for 
the boat to put off to their assistance, but they were 
t>bliged to remain exposed the whole night upon wmii 
isolated rocks among the seals. This, howevei^ was 
preferable to being driven off to sea, where they must 
have perished. It was noon the next day befcMre the 
boat could venture to bring them to the rock ; the nft 
was left behind. 

Rainy weather now came on and they were able to 
save some water for a sea store. They were not so 
fortunate with the article of bread, which began to nm 
short. They had several barrels of flour, and these at 
last they succeeded in converting into tolerable bis* 
cuit, but this had become nearly exhausted. Only a 
small quantity of brandy remained, which was pie» 
served for the carpenter. A pint of water a day was 
the allowance for each man. Their health wai 
however very good, and continued so until the sii^ 
teenth of February, when they launched their veesel, 
which they christened the " Happy Deliverance.** - On 
the following day they got on board their stores, few 
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indeed, but precious to them, and on the eighteenth 
they set sail from the rock, cm which they had so- 
jiianied seven months. They named ihe rock ** Bird 
Island/* Be^des two live hogs, they had six casks of 
▼ater, four pounds of biscuit each man, *a firkin of 
butter, and ten days* salt provisions at the rate of two 
ounoes a-4lay per head. 

Tkej directed their course for the river St. Lucia 
ia Natal Bay, South AfHca. For five days they had 
adverse winds, and for twenty-five were so carried out 
of their course by currents, that their provisions were 
nearly all expended. They were at length obliged 
to make for the Cape of Grood Hope, as they despaired 
of ever reaching the river St. Lucia. They bore 
away to the west accordingly. The wind now blew 
a storm, and they endeavoured to lie to, but the sea 
broke over them in such a manner, that they feared 
their little bark would be dashed to pieces. They 
were obliged to bear away under a topsail. The sea 
at times was so high that it appeared like clif& im* 
pending over their stem. Thus they were driven 
afong fi>r several days, when the weather became 
fine. On the seventh of March, during a calm, they 
anchored three-quarters of a mile from a shore on 
which they had observed some inhabitants descend- 
ing fVom the mountains. They attempted to land in 
the boat. Arnold, a black, and two sailors, carrying a 
string of amber beads, pulled for the shore. Arnold, 
ifben near it, leaped into the sea and soon reached 
tlu& beach, and the boat returned to the vessel, which 
^ms standing in search of some place where the 
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people night diatinbark» Ameld kept BlongAflm 
ivMi thA TesMU wttmded hy fbrty of the nativet, and 
the boat wmfl* lent to take him off. He said f^iot at 
ficst the natiiMi afipaared to be reserved, but at lengtii 
they made him. sit down smoDgBt them, and he diev 
presented the string of heads to the oidesW whe t»o 
ceived it in a friendly manner: Arnold then mate 
signa that Hmmb in* Ihe ship wanted food, and ihey 
snppHed ham. iiaiiiediately with c<nn, ftuit, and water. 
Tkmf had sent into the country for catde and o*k» 
thiBf9» and tiie Uaek was deatconfr of ratoming to 
thcuL. The wind was still westedy, and. the boat; waa 
sent, which broa^ back food sufficient to last ths 
orew 6m four di^. They now coasted along the 
ah ee e nntd tise tenth of March^ when the wind shift* 
iBg to tfao eastward,, they cast anchor about hail a 
mi^ftoaoL the land. Seme of tiie natives now eame 
down upon the beaeh and madt» signals fortikem to 
land^ which.did not seem praeticable. The: next day 
a great number of goats and bullocks were driven 
down to the ooast by the natives^ Stittitdid not 
appeal; possihle to effect a landing, rnneh as those on 
hoard weve inclined to attempt it Two^of the people 
iiequested to be sent, at all hazards, as it waa bettee, 
th^ thought^ to Uve among savages, than to die of 
hanger on board* For two days they had tasted 
nothings With great diffieulty they were landed 
safely* The windf feU the same night and it waa 
tevsd that it might change to westward, and fiaree 
them, to abandon the shore and leave t^ir two mMi 
b^iind. Si^uJs' were made to get them down to the 
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beaeh in the migirt befMvtiitt siorf T»h too higli, but in 
▼UB, for tbey wife not sewi until six the next nioe»» 
ifig, when tlie sea was too high to ttlDe tbtsn oA^ or 
even for the ship to remain atincfaorwheis she lay; 
They now prooeeded along the eoairt, and si^nls 
were made for the two men to go in tiae sasAe 
direction. After sailing about two leagues a jdaee 
was found where the vesoA could work dote to iSam 
nhore, and she anchored in fire Mhoms water. The 
boat was now sent out to sound with* four meii» two 
of whom were to try the mouth; of tiie river, in tht 
hope of findmg water mi the bar deep emmgfa to tak* 
over the bark. In about three houm the four mm 
w^pe seen joined by tiae two who had been put tm 
shore, but the surf was too great for them to emberlL 
The people in the vessel now began to foar that l^y 
should be unable to take off their men i^ain, and 
made a signal to that efi^et, up(m which two of t^em 
ventured through the waves, and readied the ship in 
safety. They reported that the natives had reoeived 
them with kindness, supplied them wilth milk, and 
grven them flesh and fish to eat. They had then 
conducted Ibem over the hills, where they had met 
their companions* At length the ship entered the 
river at flood-tide, and anchored in two fSMihems and 
s half of water. 

They now established an exchange with the natives; 
Thek stec^ of articles for this purpose wa» but sBaall^ 
^-brass buttons, nails, isoa bolts, and copper hoop8» 
of whieh they made ringsv-caUed in Indiai bangtes; 
^om upon tbe legs and arms. Two pmill oxen were 
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purchased for a pound of copper, and three or four 
brass buttons. Tliese oxen were five or six hundred 
weight each, and the flesh excellent. The natives 
promised to bring moire cattle. Two or three gallons 
of milk were readily bought for a single brass button. 
They sold a small grain, resembling Guinea com, 
equally cheap: it was found excellent when boiled 
with the meat. They remained at this anchorage 
fifteen days. The crew made excursions for ten miles 
or more into the country to the dwellings of the na« 
tives, which were huts covered with rushes. They 
were neat within, and the sailors frequently spent 
their nights there : they testified great pleasure in 
their society. Their employment seemed to be hui;^t- 
ing; and they had no arms but lances and clubs. 
They would have sold some elephants* teeth at a cheap 
rate, but the sailors had nothing to give them in ex- 
change. Among them they saw a youth of fourteen 
years of age, perfectly white, with European features, 
and light hair. He was treated as a servant, and ran 
errands for the natives. 

On the twenty-ninth of March they weighed an- 
chor, and stood over the bar, in which they succeeded 
with some hazard ; and on the sixth of April reached 
the river St. Lucia. H&re they entered into a traffic 
with the natives again for more provisions, and re- 
mained for six weeks. They found these people 
reserved and haughty ; given to theft ; and by no 
means hospitable. They saw persons from De la Goa 
bay among them, trading in ambergris and ele- 
phants' teeth. 
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. On the eighteenth of May they weighed anchor, 
apd set sail to cross the har, and proceed to sea. 
Unfortunately they anchored upon a sand-bank before 
they were clear out, and lowered their sail. They 
were soon carried among breakers ; and nine men got 
into the boat, and rowed ashore, willing to run any 
hazard on terra firma rather than be a second time 
shipwrecked. The sea, fortunately, fell calm, and 
they got out of the river in safety. Those who had 
gone ashore, having only a shirt and pair of trowsers 
each, followed along the coast on foot. On the twen- 
tieth of May they entered De la Goa river, where they 
found the Rose, commanded by Captain Chandler, 
in which some of them begged a passage to Bombay. 
They remained three weeks in De la Groa river. Three 
of the nine men, who left them at St. Lucia, now 
joined them overland, and said that their six compa- 
nions were waiting the other side the bay to cross 
over. 

The officers, who were on board, now deemed it 
their duty to recover the treasure which the men had 
taken, and also to forward the letters belonging to the 
Company which had been saved. Captain Chand- 
ler s boat was sent armed on board, and the money, 
plate, and letters found were placed in the Rose, to 
be delivered up at Madras. That ship sailed on the 
twenty-fifth of May for Madagascar. She was fol- 
lowed by the bark, which the carpenter persuaded 
Captain Chandler to purchase for five hundred ru- 
pees. The six men who were left on the other side 
of De la Goa bay were taken up ; but five of them 
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4ied of €ie fiBtigue thej tuffored in traii^ling to 4^t 
l^ace ovedaad. The Roae and the bai^L readied 
MadagaHcar on ihe fourteenth ef June, and andmred 
off Morondora. There an Saat India ahdp was found 
l>ound to Chma, on board which the letters and 
money beloi^iBg to the ConipaBy were put, and she 
Mled fiar her destinatkHi on the §at of July, 17S6. 

The annaia of ronnance do not furnish a parallel to 
4^ horrible sitoatioii of a pert of the unioEtunate 
ittdiyidnate on board the Utile, ewnmanded by M. de 
la Fargue, who were sfaipwveoked on a uiiserable sand- 
bank, called Sandy Isle. The abandonment of the 
unfortunate negroes by the whites only affords ano- 
tiier specimeKi of what that class of individuals must 
have been made who commanded vessels engaged in 
liie honible and infamous traffic long since aban- 
doned by every nation that has a daim to the term 
civilized. The English annals of that horrible teade 
in 1^ blood and muscles of men, exhibit instances 
wh^re masters of jdave-ships, if they found them- 
selves shoit a£ waiter or pronstons, used to fling their 
)»eathing caacgo into ike sea. This was mercy to the 
abandonmeiiA of the unhappy yictims sh^wreoked in 
IlieUtae. 

In the yew 1776, on the 29th of Novembec, M. 
Trenelin, who comnwinded a eorvette, eidkd the 
l^awphhw^, J^ in. with a sand-bank, which had been 
named by seamen Sandy Isknd. There he JSaund 
seven negssases juul a duld alive. It Lb adangerous 
shoal, and nodung m<ae, situated m 15°«outh lati^ 
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Me» Bot Ji gnat digtanoe east oi Madagaacar, and 
almost on a level with the oeeaa. It measures but 
ftleven ^huadred yards in length, by six hundred in 
bfleadth. The loftiest past of this aeeumulHtiQn tff 
sand is only fifteen feet above the level of the sea. 
As may naturally be expected, nothii^; vegetelas upon 
Eueh A site, and the ocean tempests sweep its sterile 
siyriacewith umnitigated fury« It was disoowred in 
1722, by Ci^tain FeuiU^, in the ship Diana. Water, 
ibioh may be drank, though brackish* is found fifteen 
lieet under the susfoce, b^g in all probability the 
issrwatiw filtered through the sand* 

Thec^&oers and ciew of the Utile were wsedoid upon 
(kisfiatofsand in the year 1761. Ibose on board saved 
tkemaeivM npcm the shoal, wheie the oroiw lemBined 
for six mc»iths» and constructed a back out of their 
Hieckfid vessel, in which all the whifaes embarked. In 
aiFery short time they reached St Maij^'s* von the 
eastern coast of Madagascar. Kot one effort did thef 
«akfi for the pveservatiosi of the bladLS left bdnnd, 
vfao mnly expected their aid. Day by dagr passed 
«ier the unfiirtunate nepoes^ to revive the hope that 
" kee^ alive despair." The whites toek no jbrther 
tBHible about these unfortunate people, dm made ihe 
smallest exertbu to save them. They were aban- 
doned to perish by the most herribk of deaths — a 
Mfisably long protracted starvation. 

There is great difficulty in effecting a landing upon 
saeh a shoal, exposed to the surf from the vast extent of 
Mean which surrounds it M. Ikonelin suooeeded in 
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making good his landing, and in carrying off to the life 
of France the melancholy remnant of human beimgii 
who were still alive. Eighty negroes and negressa^ 
had died, many of want and disease ; some upon rafts, 
on which they had vainly attempted to quit the scene 
of horror. Seven negresses had contrived to resii^t 
the hardships of such a life for fifteen years, and 
they were all that had survived a state more defAty 
rahle than language can figure, or poetry coneeiye^ 
The wreck of the vessel had furnished material 
enough for a rude hut, hesides what had heen used 
in the construction of the hoat in which the whites 
had gone away. The roof was made of the sh^s of 
turtles. They had picked up feathers, of which they 
had made a species of clothing, by ingeniously int^- 
weaving them. One of these poor women had a 
young child with her, enfeebled by the miserable 
weakness of the mother. Raw shellfish had beea 
their sole subsistence for a long time. 

These unhappy women said they had seen five ves^ 
sels, and some of them had in vain attempted to land 
upon the shoal. A boat, belonging to one of them^ 
the Sauterelle, last attempted to get a-shore, and 
they had thus hopes of escaping from their captivity. 
From the fear of being lost, however, the boat put 
back so hastily as to leave a sailor behind on the 
bank. Seeing himself thus abandoned, while trying 
to save these unfortunate persons, he formed a raft, 
in his desperation, hoinng to reach Madagascar. 
Three negroes, and as many negresses, embarked 
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With him. litis only happened about tl^ree weeks 
heibre the arrival of M. Tremelin. They most pro- 
InMy perished in the ocean. 

' From the following narrative it is probable Byron 
drew part of the shipwreck scene in Don Juan. The 
sbop Feggy» commanded by Captain Harrison, sailed 
from New York in 1765, for the island of Fayal, and 
liaving discharged her cargo, weighed anchor upon 
het return, on the twenty-fourth of October. The 
weather was fine until the twenty-ninth, when it 
came on to blow hard, and so continued for a whole 
month till the first of December. The rigging was 
so much injured that the ship could make but littlo 
way through the water, and the provisions, except a 
small quantity of bread, were all exhausted : a quarter 
of ar pound, a pint of wine, and a quart of water, each 
man, were the daily allowance of those on board. 

The ship was also, ftrom continual straining, in a 
very had condition, leaky and much injured. The 
sea still ran very high. Thunder and lightning pre- 
vailed almost without intermission, and the starving 
crew were in great fear of the ship going down. 
While the gale continued so strong, that there could 
be no communication with another vessel, they had 
the disappointment to see two ships pass them with- 
out the possibility of communicating their sufferings. 
They had only the miserable prospect before them of 
dying with hunger. The allowance of bread and 
water was now further reduced by the general con- 
sent, until at length the food was all eaten up, and 

TOL. II. K 
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xaAj two gallons of wtttar^wms Mt ai fOie faattHBOi'Bfa 
oa^, which was thick and dirty. Ths cww» 
they could obtain sustenance, waie obedicaitto 
rior orders, but every thing being consumed, Ifaair 
aufiferings made tthem desperate. TJhey drank the 
wine and brandy, became inixixiottted* and mtiii^fld 
ibeir cries of distseas with oaths and impreealiDiMu 

The captain, to whom tiiey abandoned Utie daap 
of tiie water-cask, abstained firbm wine as muck ws 
possible, and husbanded the wretched renmant-of-Ahe 
liquid. In the midst of tfads, tlnir despesatton, a 
was seen. All beheld it with eager eyes, and 
their despair was for a moment hushed. Thegr hoioiid 
a fdgnal of distress, and the stranger aail ottoae .» 
near tiiem, about eleven o^olodL in the foreaoan lof Ae 
day she was first seen, tiiat th^ weie able to 
municate their pitiable condition. The weaihflr 
calm, and the captain promised them a Bvqspi^ #f 
bread, butiie had no&ing more wiiich he oouldspaie. 
Yet even this the inhuman wietdi delayed aendaig, 
coolly occupying himself with taking an observajtian 
for the fspace of an hour, while the famishing ^vew^f 
the Peggy, with wild. and ravening eyes, espected 4iie 
food, without which they could liardfy hofie to eiist 
longer, and v^ich tiiey made sure of ultimately tin 
laining. Captain Harrison was then so weak he was 
obliged to leave the deck with hunger and f aintOMi ; 
a film came over his eyes, and sufiSering as well iraai 
rheumatism as hunger, he went down into his cthJBi 

In a short time one of the crew came down to hinu 
in an agony of despair, telling him the strange 
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iHB^jtme witixrot tsnding tbtm the touity nnstoinoe 
•vidcli hid been piomiMd* Captain Harrifion again 
■rapt ttpoQ the deck, and saw the ship standkig away 
with additional canvass : in five hours she was oat of 

As long as the vessel of liiis inhuman commander 
was to he descried, the poor fellows in the Peggy 
tang about the rigging, and ran from one part of the 
^p to another, in frantic consternation. Their looks 
wwiio gfaasHy : their cries rent the air, and must have 
Ibeen fkialy heard by the oommander of the vessel which 
Ind gone away when he had got under sail, coming 
louder and quicker upon his ear every yard the ships 
Mpsarated fh)m each other. Their lamentations and 
anppHeationa were reiterated until despair choked 
liMtr voices, and tiiey died away in feeble groans. 
Wtan they recovered ^ cruel disappointment a 
little, they were not idSLe in studying means to pre- 
serve existence ae long as posuble. They had two 
pigeona and a cat on board : the former they cooked 
ht their Christmas dinner ; the cat was killed on the 
^cOamiag day, and divided into nine parts by lot. The 
head fell to the shaoe of the captain, who enjoyed it 
better than any food he had ever before tasted. The 
day following ihey began to scrape tiie bottom of the 
. 4hip for barnacles ; but most of tiiese, which had been 
w^liin reach, were beaten off by the waves, and the 
men were too weak to hang long over the vessers 
aide to get at them. The crew now got intoxicated 
, again, and they vented their sufEerings in impreca- 
. lioiis and oaths. 

K2 
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The captain continued eking out his miserable |»ijt« 
tance of dirty water, half a pint of which, mingled witb 
«ome drops of a medicinal balsam he found by him« 
made all his sustenance for twenty-four hours. The 
crew, in the meanwhile, were heating wine in tt^ 
steerage, reckless of every thing in their frenzy. The 
captain quietly contemplated the doom which they 
now cared nothing about. The approach of the 
king of terrors he could have beheld without tbe 
sUghtest emotion, but that he had a wife and chfl^n, 
whom it would involve in difficulties. He now and 
then flattered himself that some vessel might yet come 
in sight, and relieve them ; but he was aware that 
unless it appeared very quickly, from the weakness 
and ebriety of the crew, and the leakiness of the ves- 
■sel, they could hardly be expected to keep much longer 
a-tloat. The pumps they were too feeble to work. 
They had no light during a night of sixteen hours 
hut what the glimmering of their fire afiR)rded. The 
candles and oil had all been used for food. The ves- 
sel made a little progress, until the twenty-eighth of 
December, when their only remaining sail was hlowo 
away, and she lay a wreck upon the ocean. For sixteen 
<days, until the thirteenth of January, it is not known 
how the crew subsisted, yet on that day they were still 
alive. In the evening the mate entered the cabin, 
with the crew at his heels, half drunk. Thy wore 
countenances of the most frightful ghastliness. They 
told the captain they could go on no long(Hr ; they had 
exhausted their tobacco, eaten up the leather fifotn 
the pumps, and even the buttons from their jackets. 



FAMINE IN THE PEOOT* 13^ 

afid that they had now no way of averting death but 
by casting lots which should die to sustain the lives 
of their comrades. They trusted the captain would 
^fee to the proposal, and demanded his determina^ 
tiou. The captain tried to divert them from their 
ptirpose, by saying that if they would postpone until 
tiie morning the execution of their scheme, and by 
that tune they were not relieved by an interposition 
of providence, he would confer with them further. 

This only made them more outrageous. They 
with oaths and execrations declared what was done 
must be done at once. They said it was indifferent 
to fhem, whether he consented or not. They had 
paid him the compliment of consulting him, but he 
must take his chance with the rest, for the calamity 
kyelled all distinctions. On this they left him, and. 
went into another part of the vessel, from whence they 
fctumed in a few minutes, and told the captain that 
tbey had taken a chance for their Uves, and that the 
lot had fallen on the negro who was part of the cargo.. 
They loaded a pistol, which the poor fellow seeing, 
flew to the captain, who, though he imagined the negro 
had not been fairly treated by the rapidity of the pro- 
ceedings, told him he could only lament he was unable 
to protect him. The negro was dragged upon deck 
and shot 

His life was scarcely extinct, when they made a 
nrge fire and began to cut up the body ; as in order 
to make it last, they intended only to dress the en- 
trails that night One of the crew, James Campbell, 
was so ravenous, that he snatched the liver from the. 
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body and devoured it without dreeing. Tbiat niglit;. 
until morning came, they were busy at their leathaams: 
neaL The next day Uiey demanded from detain 
Harrison, if l^ey should pickle the body. Tlas pech 
posal was so shocking, that he took up a pistol, and 
declared if they who made such an applicatioa did 
not leave the cabin, he would send them after iSbm 
negro. The crew then cut mp tin body, threfw the 
head and fingers overboard^ and duly pvepanng il; 
put it in pickle. 

Three days after, Campbell, who had eaten tbe nnr 
liver, died mad. The crew became more sober finim 
this circumstance, but fbr fbar of contracting madnesv 
by using their comrade*s body, they threw it overiioaidL 
On the fullowing day, the men sakl, ^though he wodM 
not give his consent, let us give the captain some oC 
the meat.'' A boiled piece was taken to him in tiie 
cabin, but he refbsed it with horrot, chid the memn- 
ger, and threatened him. His appetite went UMVf 
from nausea at the spectacle of hinnan tlesh. 
. The negro's body, which had be^i used with tliB 
utmost economy, lasted from the sevcntiBenth to tiw 
twenty-sixth of January. They were then as ba^ 
off as before. They bore it fbr three days, when tiie 
mate told the captain, they had ddayed as long^ as 
they could sustain their hunger, that no help hwk. 
come, and that they must cast lots a second time* It 
was better they said to die in detail, than aU at oQce^ 
as the remnant might still be saved. The captain, 
who could not move from his bed, tried unsuccessftdlf 
to reason with them. He then consideEed that if thft 
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fainnelf be fuid^ tisatod. He was just able to raisflt 
biBiselC up in^bed,. fai|^ enough to eauae: the lots ta 
hm^tgmL ecpiitahly. The fetal lot Ml oa one David 
ipa^ ajwamas: mwdLbefeved; on boards The shock 
dn» decbion product on tiiem alU rendered them 
aj^ocehlass for some time, until the victim who was roK 
ai^yiftd to his do(mw,addressed them siting, " My dear 
onottades, all the £EtTotu: I ask is to di^atch me as 
-yi&VL did the negip^ with as little torture aa is possibW* 
fie. theia then said to Doud, the man who had killed 
tile negro^ " It is my wish that you should shoot me." 
Dtaud celuetantly consented. He then begged a short 
time to prepare for his end, which they readily cour 
oeded. They were even inclined not to insist upon the 
aarrifice. But they had no alternative, save that of 
^jong tiiiemselves. They drank f^ely of wine, and 
tbxie hilled the last feeling . of hmnamty. They: 
tisen nmde preparations fer the dreadful act They 
kindled a fire to cook the desh of the comrade they 
loved, for the protraction of their own miserable exists 
encCr aod awaited the moment when they were to 
diiq^ateh him, in bitter agony of feeling. As thoi 
tune drew near,, their reluctance incQsased. Friends 
skip and humanity contended with famine and death 
m their hearts. They determined the devoted man. 
should live until the next morning at eleven o'clock, 
praying that Grod would interpose during the interval, 
te save his life. They b^ged the captain to read 
payers to them» whieh he had scarcely strength left 
tarcUu When Ihey wera concluded,, he felt^ready to 
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Sunt, and fell back in his bed. The seamen, weojt to 
Hat, and were overheard by the captain talking snA 
great kindness to him, and trusting God would yet 
preserve him, they told him that they had been imr 
able to catch a single fish, but they would put out thejtfr 
hooks, and try if heaven would in that way relief 
them. Poor Flat, however, was beyond their kiad 
consolations, already weak, he became so agitated, 
that by midnight he was deaf, and in two or thioe 
hours more, raving mad. His comrades then began 
to think it would be a merciful act to dispatch h^ 
but still having promised to spare his life until eleven 
o'clock, they resolved to abide scrupulously by their 
determination. 

At dght o'clock in the morning, the captain whom 
weakness was inoreasing, but who was still abl/a to 
think more upon the fate of his poor seamen, thm 
his own sufferings, was surprised by two of the qmw 
coming into the cabin in great haste. They eagwly 
seized his hands, and fixed their eyes on his feoe, \»k 
were unable to articulate. Still they looked at him f» 
earnestly, that he was unable to conjecture tMr 
meaning. He at first imagined that as they wece 
afiraid to eat the body of Campbell, and had throffn 
him overboard, they were also in the same fear with 
respect to Flat. He imagined he saw 

The longings of the cannibal arise, 

(Although they spoke not) in their wolfish eytt ! 

He therefore disengaged his hands, and snatdied a 
pistol which was within his reach, to defend himactf. 
The poor famine-stricken fellows, seeing his •nmr, 
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maDrieig^ to show him that they were duxnh from theit 
(^llotionB, which in their enfeebled state, had com- 
^Hdy overcome them. Joy and surprize had thoft 
ailMled them, at the sight of a strange sail. It ap^ 
fteredalarge vessel had been seen to leeward, stand- 
ing towards them in as good a direction as they coul4 
dittife. 

The remainder of the crew followed the two first 
into the cabin, bnt in addition said that the vessel 
seined now to be bearing away from them. The 
otiplain at the mere mention of the ship being in sight 
steering in whatever direction, nearly expired with 
ioy* As soon as he was recovered enough to speak, 
be told them to lose no time in making every signal 
<^4i9tre8S they were able. The sight of the ship was 
^tHNigh for this of itself, and could hardly give the 
MiMiger an idea that there was life on board to pre- 
^ nrve. The crew did the best they could to fulfil the 
oidefs they received, and he soon heard from his 
M, a sort of jumping movement on the deck, and the 
cry> «*She nears us ! she nears us !'* The truth of 
tins became every moment more clear, and the hopes 
of the crew were strong, of obtaining assistance. Yet 
sn^t all their joy, their generous hearts turned upon 
tt^ comrade Flat. He could feel none of their 
gratification; they lamented his situation in the 
midst of the eagerness with which they contemplated 
their hope of deUverance. A can of wine was pro- 
posed, but the captain resisted their appUcation, as- 
^ttrfng them that theur deliverance must yet depend 
ifMi tiMir being masters of their conduct, when theic 
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deliverers might come alcngmdei Tbef laid ail Him* 
fidf-denial, in the midst of thme burmnff tiurst*. toi«^ 
ftwH, except the mate, who retiwdhylaiiiMtftodiiiila^' 
unable to resist the temptation. Iliey eoiit^iB«d to. 
watch the i*ip for sar^rad hours, mrtfl, «& i* w«Ba 
to tantalize them, the breeze died away and sIxb k^^ 
becalmed about two miles from them. They W!«w 
cheered notwithstanding by seeing the boat pnt off 
from her, and come towards them, with att the dift* 
patch she could make. 

During the progress of the boat, their anxiety 
their previous disappointment of relief ma|r bet ii 
gined ; joy, fear, hope, anxiety, were seen by turns en. 
their emaciated and haggard fiiees^ Tl^ were^ net 
avre until the boat was alongside^ that th^ ahodi 
be saved. The condiet of the varioua passions is 
bodies so enfeebled was scarcely endarabi» b^ 
enfeebled frames, until doubt becama eertunty, 
then for a time they scarcely spp&aseA to beanhnntod. 
Tlie strangers paused with surprise at the twiawmam 
appearance of these unfortunate people, whMBi they 
came within a few yards of them. They eveait vested 
ox their oars, and lookEing at them with eauntenaDoes 
which cannot be pictured, asked, " Who are yott ■ hi« 
yen men ?" They came on board* but requerted tlM 
crew to make haste in quitting their wreck of a ves- 
sel, as they feared a gale of wind was coming on, aad. 
they might be prevented from regaining thdr awau 
The captain was so weak he could not move, and they 
conveyed him more like a corpse than a man to ^tm 
dmk, and then lowered him with nq>es^iBto.tiaa bOKfe* 
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Tim Gsew foliQiifed^ tl» wisetclied man Flat, to wfaoia. 
jg^ and niMrjF were tlie same, being among tham« 
Tbe BMto was stiU misaiiig, and waa added to them, 
mmWr with no mme steength, than juat enough to 
caml to the ship^a aidd. The can <^ wine had pm- 
diieed an ohlmon of everything precedmg that nuK 
moitb. He waa rtfc^ved into the boat, and in about 
aabear tiieji were all safe on board the atangec 
veaaci, the Suaanaa of London» of which Thomaa 
Bv^ra waa master. She waa on her return fieooa. 
Yivginia to London. Eyera received the miserahla 
cnm as might be expected &om a noble-apirited 
Ifokiah taa. He treated them with the utmoat 
hHmasitjr and gentleness He la^ by the wreck in. 
bo y ctt to aave aome clothes for the captain the next 
mora^gr bat it came on to blow hafd, and he waa 
obliged to carry aail the same night The^ fww tiia 
Ba9g7 ao mofe. 

Hie Soaaana waa scant c£ provisions, they were 
oiUigad te put aU on board upon short allowiuiGe» and 
she was muck shattered in the hull and rigging. 
They suDceeded in making the Land's End on the 
second of March, and proceeded at once to the Pownst. 
whence Captain Harrison reached London by land. 
The mate, Doud the seaman, who shot the slave, and 
Warren, a sailor, died on the passage to England. 
Three only, besides the captain, survived, they were 
named Ashley, Wentworth, and Plat. Whether the 
last was ever restored to reason is unknown. 

The practice of sailing with provisions just calcu- 
lated to last the usual period in which the voyage is 
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performed, seems to have been the common practice 
among owners and captains of ships some time ago, 
and probably arose from false notions of economy. 
Ship*s provisions, well saved, get little injury by 
keeping a short time, more or less, and an additional 
stock unconsumed at the end of a voyage is as valu- 
able as at first, for future purposes. Modem science 
and attention to the comforts of seamen, have pc»> 
vented such accidents as happened in the PeggjT) 
while ships remain navigable. In the stowage of « 
vessel, some provisions ought to be always placed 
where they can be easily obtained in case of neces- 
sity, and such a reserve should remain last for con- 
sumption of the stock on board. It is impossible to 
contemplate the horrors endured by the crew of die 
Peggy, and not be astonished at the greatness ^ 
suffering which man is able to endure, and even to 
survive. Captain Harrison*s strength seems to have 
returned sooner than that of his men, though his im- 
mediate weakness was greater, but he had refrained 
frorn wine, which was probably the cause of his pr^ 
servation, as he was not over-excited when his bodil]r 
frame was least able to support it. 
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CHAPTER Vr. 

Peter Viand's Shipwreck, 1766— Madame Denojrer't abandonmeat 
in an open boat by pirates, 1766. 

The shipwreck of Peter Viaud is a narrative so 
singular, and in some places is so full of horrible de- 
tail, as to have had its authenticity called in question^ 
A certificate of the British officer commanding at 
Fort St. Mark must remove every doubt of the cor- 
rectness of Viaud^s story. 

)9 Peter Viaud sailed from Bordeaux, in February, 
1765, in the Aimable Suzette, M. St. Crie com- 
Blander. He arrived at St. Domingo, after a good 
passage. Here he was taken ill, when on the point 
of returning to France. He set sail, hoping to get 
b9tter on the voyage home, but they were obliged to 
knd him at St Louis, a small island close to Cuba, 
where he recovered his health in the house of a 
fnend. This friend, M. Desclou, persuaded him, as 
he could not find a vessel going to Europe, to enter 
upon a partnership voyage to Louisiana. They were 
to take such goods ^th them as were hkely to yield 
a considerable profit. Viaud and his Mend set sail 
tU!cordingly in a ship called the Tiger, commanded by 
M. la Couture, on the second of January, 1766. 
The persons on board were sixteen in number ; one 
of them was the wife of the captain. On the twenty- 
sixthy they saw the Isle of Pines, to the west of 
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Cuba, which the captain took for the Cape of St 
Anthony : Viaud tried to convince him of his ener, 
but in vain. They soon got among the rocks, from 
which they with difficulty extricated themselyes. 
The ship, however, had become leaky, and the crew 
wished Viaud to take the command, but he refMl, 
contenting himself with watching the management of 
the vesteL They socceeded in doubling Ci^ 
Anthony, and onteriBg the Gulf of Mexico. 

The wssei soon was so leaky, that two pon^s 
-Karady lupt her afloat. The aea rose; the wild 
fireshened; the heaTens indicated the ap{>rQaeb ofn 
violent storm; the apprehension (^ all on boasd 
beoanM very gieat lest the ship idioald founder. On 
the tenth tiiey fell in with a Spanish frigate frofi 
tiaa Havana, carrying a governor to the Mississippi. 
They hailed the Tiger to join eompan^, but the tw> 

ipi separated in the night. 

The next morning they found that a new \ak 
had apiui^. Th^ began to bale as well as puap> 
bat the impracticability of ke^^ng the sea lon^ 
became now so evident, that they determined to staad 
"for Mobile, the only harbour the wind would allo^ 
them to make. In two hours alter the wind shift(^ ; 
and after making ineffectual attempts to reach Psi- 
aacola, it was agreed to run the vessel on shore in 
tiie 9iy of Apalaehy. This resolution they were us- 
able tp carry into execution. They continued best- 
ing about until the sixteenth of February, wbeB* 
about seven o^^lock at night, the ship struck mi some 
vocfca, two leagues from the lan2L The blow was so 
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Tpic^ieirt, that ihe stern ef &e Tesed opened, to the 
Igreat terror of the crew. At last the force of ^» 
-WETes lifted them over the reef with the loss c^ tl 
fodder. The sea came in fi^., and the wind drove 
^lem towards the land. They guided the ship by the 
ibresril in the hest way. they cotdd towards the 
eastern side of an island, to which they got very ne«r 
about nine o clock the same evening. 

Everything was then get ready to e»t awaiy the 
masts, it being designed to ksh them together' for 
m raft ; hnt on a sudden the vessel overset on the lat- 
board side, and a great many of the crew were throim 
into the sea. Most of them had contrived to regain 
"Ibe vrreck, when, just as they had recovered tbem- 
-selves, the moon set, and abandoned them to total 
^darkness. They were mow obliged to cling fest to 
tSie hull all night. It seemed an age of painfUl dura- 
tion. The rain fell in torrmits ; itue sea washed 
-over them ; there was thunder and lightning, which 
tmly illuminated the yawning waves around them for a 
moment, to consign them to «tfll <leep«r horror and 
cAiseurity. 

At last, after weary hours of painfbl expectatioB, 
-file morning dawned to exhibit to their affrighted 
'lenses the true picture of their «tuatton. The waves 
Tan fearfully high ; the shore was not for off, but to 
leadi it in such a surf was inrposntile. The groans 
xH the crew became more audible than the noise of the 
«ea. Despair sat on every foce. None moved or spoke 
lor several hours, until a Dutch seaman, who had a 
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short time before been loud in his lamentali6ns;.«ii^ 
denly ceased to be heard, and then in a Toioe of 
despair exclaimed, "Death surrounds us! why d» 
we wait longer here ! Let us meet him in the oc«an 
<**-whQ. knows if we face him he may fly froai vb*^ 
the land is close I'* He plunged into the waves, |biA 
^veral others of the crew were with difficulty ps^ 
vented from following his example. Now die un*> 
fortunate man was seen combating the hissing watMs 
and touching the shore, and then he was hurried hask 
again, only to be dashed with dreadful violence lifelett 
upon the rocks. The afflicting sight prevented a second 
attempt of the same kind from being made. 

Day was again drawing towards a close ; draiched 
to the skin, fatigued, and without food, the homn 
of a second night were soon to be encountered. The* 
cordage and masts, of which hope had been in* 
dulged that a raft might be made, were washed away* 
There was yet one miserable boat on board, in sudia 
condition, that it was temerity to dare in it even the 
short passage to the land. Three of the sailors, faow*' 
ever, got in secretly, having launched it unobserved, 
until they were at such a distance that all in the 
ship concluded they were lost. They arrived safe on 
the shore. Their success made the night, which had 
again come on, much more painful to those ontbe wzeck 
than that which preceded it. The exhausted state ^a» 
of all who were thus exposed made them less oap«Ui» 
of sustaining the second night's exposure. The ves* 
«cl had been stranded among sunken rocks, and vas" 
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M violeotljr stnidL by them as die sea lifted her up^ 
and dawOf that they expected her to go to piecea 
<!#erf moment. 

l%e morning of die eighteenth of February dawned, 
and they saw the snn rise again, of which they had 
despaired when he set. They returned thanks tO' 
Heaven for sparing them, and prayed they might soon- 
discover some means of reaching the shore. The wind 
abated a little ; and one of the sailors determined to try 
to swim to the land, that he might devise means, with 
die three already on shore, of caulking the boat, and 
getting the rest of the crew to land. The handker- 
chief of those on the ship were given him, instead of 
oakum, to stop her leaks. He plunged into the 
waves : all eyes were upon him, all hearts beat audibly 
with anxiety for his safety. After struggling long, 
he succeeded, and reached the beach. It was seven- 
in the morning when he landed. He joined his three- 
comrades. How anxiously those clinging to the 
hull watched their operations maybe easily imagined, 
bvt cannot be told. It was three in the afternoon 
before everything was ready. The boat was then^ 
launched, and seen approaching the vessel. It would 
not hold a third of those upon the hull, yet all wanted 
to get into her at once. Viaud insisted that the 
matter ^ould be settled by lot for the first four 
passengers. They now became more tractable ; four 
were taken in and safely landed, and the boat re- 
turned to take off four more. Viaud in the mean 
tme remarked that part of the stem of the vessel was 
so loose it would easQy separate, and by the help* 
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of M. Desckm and his negro Borvont, they sycwiedfA 
in detaching it Upon this the neg^ Viaud, and 
M. Desclou, ventured, while the boat took off the othK 
four, and aU of them reached the shore in «afaty. 

It was fortunate for them that the rocks aSbrdfld 
d^cious oysters, of which they ate, and then sl^ 
through the night uninterruptedly. The mate alooi^ 
who had been sick before the storm, and whom dan- 
ger had excited^ again relapsed and found himaeK 
weaker than ever. He could not sleep, and in ths 
morning was delirious. Soon after he died, and w^ 
great trouble they buried him in the sand. He mi 
ealled Dutrouche. 

The cargo of the ship now began to come on shonii 
Several trunks, some casks of tafia, a sort of ^ntuoiis 
liquor, and bales of merchandize were thrown 19* 
They tried to obtain fire, as the savages do, l^ rubbing 
two sticks together, but they feuled in the attempt 
The sea had become comparatively cahn, and Viaod 
determined to venture off to the wreck to try and 
get out some things of which they stood in neeiii 
but the sailors would not join in the atten^t, tboi;^ 
there was very little haxard. He toc^ the boat voi 
went by himself, making it fast when he reached tbs 
vessel. He succeeded in getting out of the ship a 
keg of gunpowder, which lay in that part of her which 
was above water. Six muskets, a paicel of Indian 
handkerchief, some blankets, a sack with thirty ot 
forty pounds of biscuit, and two hatchets. He could 
not manage to carry more ; but he got safaly t9 
t)ie land with his little cargo. He now made the 
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enrw coSect dty wood, aad thej nomk kindled a largf 
dre^ They Med thek dotheft and the hlai^tt 
Tkind had proeuied firom the ^p. They found goma 
fi»sh water, in whidi they steeped the hiscuit he had 
obtained, whieh the sea-water had wetted. This 
water was a little hraekish, but they easily coneeted 
file taste hy minglmg it with tafia. They contriTed 
to. IdU half a dozen wild fowls, which abounded on thar 
coast; and thus ^ey obtaineda good meal, of which 
titey stood not a little in need. 

The next mght was passed round their fire, with 
their clothing diied and well wrapped in their blaur 
kets. When they arose they began to consult on. 
liieir fidture measures. They knew that the inhabi* 
tants of the coast of Apalachia leave their villages in 
winter to hunt in the islands until April. Th^ 
fisared that the savages mi^t faU in with them when. 
Hi^ were not prepared. They were also ap^nrehen* 
m¥e that if the casks of tafia, east on shore, got in 
Hi&r way, they might get intoxicated, and massaeca 
tiiem when in that state, even should they q>are 
Hwm when sober. They, therefore, staved all the 
casks save three, and tiiese they buried in the sand 
Ob tlie twenty-second of February, they were roused 
Iby the exclamation of one of the seamen, << The 
sarages I we are lost ! ** The party consistBd of two 
iiien» and three women. The men had each a musket 
and tomahawk. They were presented with some 
cups of tafia, and other little presents. One of tfa» 
lonen, who seemed superior to the others, apoki^ a few 
ipords of Spanish* Fsom him it was found that th* 
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people present with him were his nephew, mother, 
sister, and wife. He said he was called Antonio, an^ 
was a native of St. Mark, in the Apalachian Moun- 
tains. He had come with his family to pass the 
winter in an island ahout three leagues distant ; uni 
seeing pieces of the wreck floating ahout, he haA 
. ^ roamed in search of more. He told the crew thai 
f^ . St. Mark was ten leagued off, and offered to he the 
J guide of the party to that place. Antonio now went 

away, promising to return the next day. He took 
three of the sailors with him. He came according 
to promise, and hrought a bustard and part of s 
roebuck as a present. On the twenty-fourth, six 
more of the party set out with all the effects that his 
canoe would hold. They were safely landed in the 
other island, where they found their three compa- 
nions. It was two days before Yiaud could prevail 
upon the Indian to go for the five men left near the 
wreck, but at length, after many excuses, he set off 
to bring them. 

On the twenty-eighth, they were all asseimblecl 
together again ; and Viaud begged the Indian to take 
them over to the continent as he had promised. But 
he seemed in no disposition to do so ; employed the 
day in hunting, and did not return at night Me- 
thods of violence were proposed by some of the sailors, 
but this was resisted by Viaud. Five days passed 
without seeing Antonio. At last, by the force of 
bribes, they prevailed upon him to take a part oT 
them over to the continent. It was the fifth of March. 
M. la Couture, the captain, his wife and son, with 
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Vt. Desclou» the negro, and Yiaud, embarked in the 
canoe, with six or seven pounds of biscuit, some boiled 
quarters of a bear ^ and a rpebuck . Antonio and his 
wife also embarked in the canoe. The other IndiaQS 
and the sailors remained behind. They parted, with 
many tears. Antonio said , that the passage might 
be made in two days. He still contrived to linger 
between island and island, without approaching the 
continent at all. The provisions were expended. 
Two or three wild fowl procured from the savages, 
and some oysters, were the only food to be procured. 
Suspicion was thus aroused, and Viaud proposed 
sizing the savage and killing him ; but he was ovei^- 
ruled. The next night they lay down to sleep, bat 
Viaud could only doze. He fancied a thousand 
things; and at length became impressed with the 
id^ that the savage and his wife had left them. He 
got up, the moon shone brightly, and all the coast 
wai visible, but the canoe was really gone. They 
were thus left in a desert island ; their muskets, and 
all their property, were in the canoe. A blunt knife 
was the only weapon they possessed. The clothes 
they^ had on, and their blankets, the only things 
they possessed. Neither root, fruit, or fish, could 
they discover to satisfy their hunger. The island 
was sterile, and the loss of a moment might be irre- 
parable. From the island where they then stood 
they could see another, about the eighth part of a 
league distant. They had passed a day and a night 
there with the Indian, and knew it had good water 
^d shell-fish. They determined to try the deptji 
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flf tiie water beftween, the negoo •gsMg fint to SmI 
•whether it oofiM be finrded. Viaud toek the hand 
9i Madame la Couture, and M. Desc^u that cf her 
ton. M. la Couture, and the iiegro, made two paioels 
of their clothes, and pot them on Ihek: heads. Tbqr 
found the creek fordahle, and the bottom firm, aad 
crosBed in safety to the island. There, from havmg 
been in the water for so long, they were seiaed wilh 
a ^eyere chill when they got out They had bd 
flint to make a fire ; and though ahnost spent with 
eoM, fatigue, and hunger, they were obtiged to move 
Stbont in search of oysters, which they eagerly dareoMd 
1KB they found them. The sun now cast out a caiai- 
derable heat ; they dried Iheir clothes and slept; bat 
the air in the night proved so sharp and cutting, that 
they were obliged to rise and walk about. 

The next morning the warmth had increasod, fimn 
the wind being south-east ; but the tide was high, aad 
ihey could not get to the oyster-bed, — nor witii u 
southeriy wind did they observe the tide to cM at al. 
Neither herbs nor roots could be met widi,aaYe a tittle 
wild sorrel. In this miserable state they passed ten 
days, after the savage left them ; for it was now ^ 
twenty-second of March. All at once they recoUMfead 
fleeing an old canoe at an island where Antonio Ind 
touched, and they began to flatter themseVveB toy 
might obtain it. Could they do this, as they «ixb- 
puted the coast was not more than four or five leafjws 
oi!^ they might easily, th^ imagined, cross ofrer to 
it. They appear to have been among a labyrsnlh 
of -small ishui^, separated only by narrow cioehs 



PKTBll VIATJD's SHIPWRECK. 151 

fhym pnch tiOxer. They axn^ordingly set out, having 
a yeiy good Temembrance of the direction. Madame 
Couture, her son, and the negro youth, were left 
together until their return. In three or four hourd* 
walking they crossed several streams, but not one of 
ai^ importance. At last they arrived at a sort of 
cftiannel, nearly a quarter of a league across. They 
ibund the bottom uneven ; and at last they lost their 
fboting ai^ got out of their depth, when not more 
than a hundred yards from the opposite shore. After 
a fbw strokes of swimming, they got a footing again, 
Toaehed the shore, and fell on the beach overcome 
with &tigue and chill. 

The sun, from the day being serene, soon recovered 
^em. At length they found the old canoe of which 
ihey were in search, and began to repair it with osiers, 
end a sort of tough moss, called Spanish beard, com- 
mon on those islands, where it grows on the bark of 
the trees. They worked until forced to leave off by 
Iranger; but they were fortunate enough to find shell- 
lah in a sufficient quantity to appease their appetites. 
Night was approaching, and they were lamenting 
wfairt they should do without a fire, the wind coming" 
•n to blow cold, when one of them recollected that 
ibe savage had changed the flint of his gun not fkr 
-from the spot the day they rested on the island, 
and liiat the rejected flint probably lay near where 
ifbe fire was kindled. Viaud went, and after a long 
search he found it. Their joy was rapturous ; they 
Idndled a fire, and slept by it until the morning sun 
Kwoke them. They now continued their labours on 
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the canoe, and used one of their hlankets in ctttllte 
it. The second morning they tried to launch it. m, 
k Couture deemed it to he sea-worthy, which Vi&ud 
-and Desclou did not. M. la Couture took the eandi 
to float it over to the island where his wife and soa hMt 
heen left ; while his two companions, who imagnied 
they might get to the island on which the Indisil 
Antonio lived, from that upon which they had fottiA 
the canoe, setoff to explore for that purpose: ttoef 
hoped to find him out, and force him to take them MT 
or perish in the attempt. They came to a channel a 
league hroad, not fordable. They were thus ohUged 
to give up the attempt, and return to M. la Coutffi^ 
and the rest of their party, whom they did not j^ 
until the next morning. 

They found the sufferings of Madame la Couture 
had been great during their absence. The canoe Ind 
become so leaky that M. la Couture with difficulty 
ferried it over ; and it was in as bad a condition as 
«ver from so short a voyage, and, therefiure, not to Me 
ventured in upon the sea. This disappointment suitk 
their spirits. The flint, however, enabled Madame 
la Couture, who had been almost dead of cold, to ob- 
tain the luxury of a fire. A scanty allowance ti 
oysters and wild sorrel had been hitherto the suste> 
nance of the party. Viaud, walking along bytUfe 
water, found a roebuck, which seemed to be qtdte 
fresh. It had swam to the island, being wounded, 
and bled to death. This enabled them to make a 
hearty meal, after which they slept comf(H:tiM)r 
•amtil the morning of the next day, which, ^ 
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fr4 as they could reodleot, was the twenty-sixth <^ 
iiwrch. 

: Still they could not give up the idea of rendering 
||m„ rotten canoe serviceable. They examined it a 
fumdred times, renewed their labour upon it, and 
A^n . ^ve it up as hopeless. They sacrificed two 
Rore of their blankets and three days of their labour 
tf^fm it, and still found it leak. The continent 
was but twoj gague^ff; and, bad as the canoe was, ^ttr 
Hb^ detenoh^ to hazard the. passage. It was 
#99eed that two should row, and one bale out the 
water with his hat. They fixed to set off the next 
^y, prepared a scanty stock of provisions, enjoined 
fidelity to the negro, who was to remain with Madame 
la Couture and her son, and giving the latter the 
^t and knife, early in the morning set the canoe 
«jQoat. They felt the planks give under them, and 
that their wdght sunk it too deep in the water ; the 
sea^ began to rush in through the sides, and Viaud 
resolved to get out, and not venture the passage. M. 
)a Couture pressed him to get in again, and jested at 
his fears ; but he steadily refused, and they set off 
ifithout him. Viaud watched them from the beach. 
They proceeded with considerable difficulty, and got 
bhukI a Uttle island not far irom that on which he 
iras, and he saw them no mcMre. It is probable they 
.ferished soon afterwards. 

. Viaud now returned to Madame la Couture, whom 
.he found sitting with her back to the sea, and weep- 
ing bitterly. She was surprised to see him come 
^ck. He pretended that the weight bemg too much 
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j9rli»<«iioe,heinade dmieeof rotamhig |o ker, ftr 
whieh she thanked him, and seemed deeply gnl^liU 
Tbtf were nam fowr m number ; and Via«d had to do 
the teit htt coidd to provide fer tham alL MadMia 
la Coutsre and her son were too weak to render waf 
Msistanoe, and the negro eoold only perform exao^ 
iphat lie was told to do. The wind oontinning 
and avuth-east for some days, they conld not in 
aaqfuanea get any oysters ; and they were indehtod 
ibr prolonging existence aoldy to wM aorrd, whioh 
weakened tiietr stomachs, and was hot a partiid lalif- 
iwlion of theur hunger. 

8ix days had elapsed without any tidings of Ike 
eanoe. Vianid began to feel his spirits sink. A 
iSiought struck him that he might oollect wood enough 
Ibr them to float over to the continent some fine cahn 
day ; and the idea that this had never occurred to tiwm 
while his two friends were with him struck him vny 
painfully. They all four thought the scheme pcaeli- 
eable. Even Madame hi Couture offisred to rente 
nil the assistance in her power ; but they weio too 
weak to make much progress. Young la CoutMB 
was able to collect oysters, while they coQeetad weed 
far their raft, owing to a change of the wind before it 
became low water. They broiled their oysters on tbe 
embers, and found them agree better with their 
machs than when eaten raw. The bark of the 
whadi th^stripped off, served to bind die b r a tieiie s they 
^oUectod together ; and Madame la Couture out up a 
hlanket into slips, as an ad^tional seeurity fer the sane 
purpose. The negro found seme hnmchet of pUaait 
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ivbod, which they also interwore. A stick, fixed in 
the niddle of the raft, to which a hlanket was attached 
kff m cvoss piece, served as a sail, and they tmravelled 
Ibeir stockings for cordage. They then collected a» 
iMOiy oysters and vegetables as they coold get to 
take with them. Their raft was afloat, and they pro- 
posed to make the attempt the following morning* 
A "Storm arose in the night and knocked the raft to 
pieces ; their Utile stock of provisions was carried away ; 
mad they were once more abandoned to despair. Still 
on reflection the feasibility of a raft again occupied 
their minds, and they determined to try and construdt 
vnether. The negro fonnd the skin and head of a 
pQfpoise on the shore, which they broiled, and of 
wldoh tiiey ate too Ireartily. They were iramediatefy 
irflMwai ' ds attacked with dysentery, which lasted fif9 
di^. To drinking large draughts of water they 
tdtrftmted their recovery. 

The fifteenth of April had now arrived, and they 
had completed a second raft, though young La Couture 
was irery weak, and his mother was also indisposed 
and %eble. Every cloud or breath of wind now 
strack them with a panic ; fi)r their laft was neeet- 
•arily constructed on the edge of the sea, to which, 
with great labour, they rolled the fallen wood neees- 
-wry for the woik. The remainder of their blankete 
ad «todung8 were sacrificed to complete it. They 
s p ent the night prece^ng the day on which they pro- 
posed to embai^L in ocAleoting provisions, consisting of 
A^-fish, roots, and sorrel, and in watching the raft. 
Young La Couture alone slept, overcome with wei^- 
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Dess luid fktigue. Viaud called him, and, getfittS-^Bi 
reply, took his hand, and found it cold a& mitiWi 
The heart was beating. A fire was hastiijr nosAi 
and they chafed his limbs. His mother w«8 ao 
affected as to fall into a swoon. The son at last begsitt 
to recover; the cold of tiie night had overpoweveil 
him; and they had the satisfoction to see him atlMt 
awake from a kind of lethargy which was ooeasdOMd 
by the chill air. 

ff i They could not that day venture on their rafft, iSor 
both mother and son were too ill to embark. The 
provisions they had collected were secured ; their mast^ 
blankets, and everytiiing they could remove weie 
landed to keep the invalids warm during the ni^it 
About daybreak young La Couture became worse. ^ fik 
mother, being at some distance, out of hearing, hm 
urged Viaud to leave him and try to save his moth8i< 
That if they reached a place of safety they would not, 
he^knew, fwget him : — ** I will die alone ;** said he, 
** protect my mother ; hide from her the canditum to 
which I am reduced, and the counsel I give. C<^ii£oit 
ber and depart ! My not being able to accomfMmy 
you ought not to make you risk the perishing with me£ 
Viaud knew he could easily carry the youtkto ttko 
raft, but then they must leave him wherevw thef 
landed. There were no wild beasts on the.iidaa^ 
and there were some conveniences which the cou&^ 
nent might not afford. He must be quitted, fr^mUs 
weakness, on whatever spot they chanced to laiuU and 
be worse off. They might be able of themselves to 
get a boat and fetch the poor youth away from the 
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iclaod 1^ departing as soon as possible. Still Viaud 
ortoSd not propose it to Madame la Couture. Again 
HiB youth urged Viaud to go that he might not die 
btfcoe his mother s eyes. ** Leave me a small portion 
•£ provisions, prepare some more to-night, and embark 
4i day-break. Suffer my mother to believe I am no 
mote!** Viaud saw there was reason in the counsel 
ttois given. He gave young La Couture his great- 
coat and waistcoat, with all the shell-fish and food 
liiat he could collect, and then lay down near him 
and awaited day-break. Young La Couture soon 
seemed to be deprived of all sense, yet his heart still 
beat. Some oyster-shells with water were placed 
dose to him ; and Viaud hastened to his mother ancT 
peEBuaded her he was no more : her grief was speech* 
lefts ; her tears fell fast ; and she suffered Viaud to 
lead her in silence to the raft, which they pushed 
^m the shore. It was, as Viaud supposed, about the 
nineteenth of April that they thus committed them- 
sdves to the ocean. A gentle wind blew towards the 
main ; and in twelve hours their blanket sail bore them 
over safely. They took their provisions and blankets, 
^md endeavoured to travel to the eastward ; but in 
vmh — the country was overflowed with water. They 
fomid an elevated spot, sheltered by some trees in leaf, 
alKl making up a fire, ate some of their provisions and 
M asleep. Scarcely were their eyes closed when 
teadfiil bowlings were heard, and the sounds seemed 
to approach them. The negro ran and ascended a 
tsee 'With great alacrity. Madame la Couture followed; 
endeavouring to clamber after him. Viaud in vain 
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entreated her not to leave the fire» which wai Uie plaoe 
of security. In a. moment Madame la Couture 
shrieked out she was lost. An enormous bear waft 
<do8e in pursuit of her. Yiaud ran towards hiax wifh 
a blazing brandy and the beast stq^ped sh(»rt. Wi& 
trembling steps Viaud advanced to his companion, 
hut the bear did not move, and they both sur;eeeded 
in regaining their fire. The negro now began ta 
ttlter loud cries ; the bear was preparing to ascend the 
tvee in which the poor ftHkm had tahen sheltEC 
Yiaud called to him to get to the highest and most 
f&uit Inranches, which w^ke strong enough to beat 
the poor boy^s weight, but not the animal^s. Viand 
then threw several pieces of blazing wood to the foot 
of the tree which the bear had begun to climb, and a 
great smoke arising from a tree catching fire the 
animal walked away. 

The remainder of the night they were without lesti 
and were annoyed with constant cries of wild animals 
They kept up a large fire and cast some of the blazing 
blanches around, which Viaud feared would exhaust 
all they could reach before morning appeared. How- 
ever the night was further advanced than he expected 
When morning dawned they collected a fresh suppfy 
of wood ; but it was long after before the poor negro 
hoy would descend from the tree. They tiien sluio- 
bered rather than slept until the noontide hour. 

They now ate some more of their wretched food», 
and begun their journey for St Mark« in an eastwly 
direction, according to the previous information of thtt 
Indians; but they could only walk hv an hour and a 
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hM Tlie^r wese then foroed to halt and eolleot wood 
fiatr the oighi. They made a prineipal pile, and about 
a^dozsn saullw ones aaronod it a few yards off, but 
did not light them. Thej searched for food, but 
09iiid find mme* Theur only beverage was water»^ 
idikh waa fonnd tolerably good in a pool near them, 
w^ they drank pknlifully. At ni^t they Ughted 
tfaor ires. They heard no noises from the wild 
wiMrmli until midAight Their fiitigue and sound 
sleop, it is piobable, prevented thdr hearing them 
eartipr. Madame la Couture and liie boy fhinted 
t«n fear, and Viand's terror was scarcely less. H« 
cnncbed dose to the firs> and a eold perspitatm. 
esae all ov^ hinu 

When morning broke they were distressed by Hie 
isafls^f hunger i tiiey could not allay its pangs l^ tmj^ 
thing they ooidd find. Nothing but weeds and bram-^ 
hba wefe around them. They put everything they 
Qoold lay thmr hands upon into their mouths, and 
q^ tfeem out again. They could net rest, but went 
fonnwd in tiie hope of finding something to eat 
Tears burst forth ; and then they sank into despon* 
daney ae each fresh hope terminated in disappoint- 
ment, ^t length ^ey laid themselves down on the 
gpouiidi praying fervently for death. The negro, in 
the rage of his hunger, started up from the eardi, and 
xoshing to a tree, at which he had been gazing ear* 
Bisdy, gathered handsful of the leaves, and devoured 
them rafooously. Viaud and Madame la Couture 
ftilowed bia examjde, and ate a considerable quan* 
tkjf» Thef tiMtt sat down, waiting the evening honr» 
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wben they were seized with violent coavuUioQS of At 
bowels, and could hardly writhe themselves aloag^ 
ground to a neighbouring spring, of which they draipj^ 
immoderately. Their stomachs were now pulEed-^ 
almost to bursting, and were only relieved, by a sexef9 
vomiting and voiding of blood, from their agd^t 
which was caused by the swelling internally of the 
spongy leaves they had eaten. They were now almosl 
too weak to go to their piles of wood and light thest 
Night had arrived. At length they contrived to cra^ii 
to the wood, more dead than alive ; and scitfodgr 
^as it kindled when the wild animals again camo 
prowling around tiiem. They were fearfully leduoed 
in strength, and fell asleep from weakness long be^ 
$>re morning dawned : they slept until noon, only te- 
awaken with no food to satisfy hunger. T4iey eould 
find nothing in the waste around them that thdy. 
could substitute for aliment. They ascended m rising 
ground, but on one side was spread a boundless and* 
barren waste, and the sea was on the other. Agaia. 
they sank down in despair : hope at length urged 
them on towards a forest which lay not far off; (b^ 
ther they bept their tottering steps. The glo(»i of 
the woods, almost impenetrable, made themttemUe^ 
they soon lost themselves in despondeney^ and all of 
them fell upon the ground and wept. 

At this moment it came into Viaud*s reooMeetion- 
that mariners had cast lots who should ^e to pi»^ 
serve their comrades from famine. His eyes ligtodu 
on the negro youth with an eagerness he could mot 
control or resist . he is dying of famine already,. be<* 
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^Moglit ; deatb wobld be a kindness to him. Hu- 
iihilify seemed dead, reason impaired, and the mind 
lki» shiTe of the body. Hanger gnawed Viaud within* 
im iidons were in his heart ; he felt the temptation 
«f delivering himself from insufferable agonies, 
wttA withstood it no longer. It was the only means 
Of existence. Madame la Couture seemed to have 
ib» same idea : she turned her eyes upon the poor 
Qigro, and put on a look so full of suffering and hor- 
fMT Uiat Viaud thought she felt as he had done. He 
hesttBted no longer : he seized a knotted stick, and 
foittg mp to the negro, struck him, as he slept, with 
ill hk fbroe over the head. He awoke stunned, and 
eoold not rise at first, while Viaud could not repeat 
Urn Uow. The poor victim at last raised himself on 
his kiraes, and cried, ** My dea^ master, have I 
ofleoded you ? Have mercy on me ! Spare my life !** 
QHttpaaBion sueoeeded cruelty : for some moments 
TiMid was motionless, but too soon hunger and des- 
pair came back, and the deed was executed. Falling 
OK the poor boy, he roared aloud in his own frenzy to 
diown the cries of the negro, and called upon Ma- 
dMM» Cbutore to assist him ; then drawing his knife, 
ha plunged it into the throat of the negro. Life being 
estinet, he laid him across a large tree to bleed more 
freely. The deed, which had been executed under vio- 
Wnt agitation and frenzy, left Viaud and his compa- 
nion, quite exhausted. They rested themselves on the 
gfeeukd, with eyes averted from the body. Reason 
retomed, and Uie cruelty of the act came upon them. 
They washed their hands in a spring near ; and, fall- 
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img on tlieir kn«M» pnijedto Gtd JMrthwaadlfmiM 
ftnrlheaihKppyofcfeetoftlMir tMMictw n«flta 
UttiMfln^and htgm to devour tiieftMh bttetit 
wai wsnaed ttirMgii. lliey cat Urn faodj into isdv- 
ton, sad hong Amih in Hm sMoke to preiarv* them 
rtmtinhif oa th« ^K)t all liat day sad tiM iolkmg 
night. 

On the seth <if Apitt tlM7 Mt out, londedwiAtto 
fMtk at tiM poor negro, and hittcriy bewading W 
fkke. Tbey went on Ibr aevcrai days, not "kmrnrnf 
wbiiher, under great dificalty and Iktigae. Hoaf^ 
tbnes tbsy bad to ttruggle thioogh tall bnliuitoij 
and then to leismble amid bramblee uid thont. 
The sttogs of nwsquitoe and sand^flies to daaiAgatd 
them that their Ksatures eould net be reoogniiii 
They were obliged, in order to escape tbeie vmetM, 
to leave the woods and malie for the Bea-diore. Wtoa 
the weaker was fine, and the tide out, they met wttb 
a lew eockles and flomtdere, wl^ch they hooked w/h 
a stick. The food thus obtained at any one tne vtt 
nerer enough for a meal. The reeds on the see- 
ahore were feiimd almost as troubleseme to pstf 
teough as the brambles in the woods. They get 
entangled in their legs. The wild animals stiM ktpt 
tiiem in terror at night ; whEe the cmvings of their 
rayenous appetites having been assuaged by the tali 
of tiie negro, their minds seemed to recover a liMlt 
of the right tone, and they began to loatiie ^ hi^ 
ritde sustenance. Nor did they again tooeh it uatil 
they were reduced to the last neeessity; andtluM 
hunger anew eonqnoed their dkgnst Wh«i thef 



flMe 10 gaihmr wood eA(mgb to nake a atfdo'roiaid 
ttim» «Bid keep off tho wild heaite, it occunod to 
Yiond that, by oetttng fire to tiio Iwitf^dfy roedi 
•round, tiie animals woiild bo dnven off eqiudly aa 
iroU, tinoetbe wind wo«ld Iceep up tho flames. Tboy 
tried the sebome, and tbo fii?e spiroad aa £ur aa tbof 
Oiuld oeo,o(m|Mely aAswonng the purpose, and oloar* 
iRg ^loir route for a good distance of the aoeustomed 
JHf)Qdittkeots. ft aliio pvovided them on the Mlowing 
day with very palatable Ibod in two large rattlesnakes* 
wbieb had hem destroyed by the fire, one of fDurtemi 
and the other of t'lventy-one rattles. They cut off 
the heads in whioh the p<»son hes, and thus obtained 
noiifislnng food which lasted^ S0V^»1 days. Viand 
wondered at hisdulness in not living thoi^ght of 
S^ng fire to the reeds before. 

One morning they ML in with a cayman, about 
twolTO feet long, aajioep in a pool (^ water, whioh they 
fvcoended in killing. They made shoes outof its skin* 
and also masks for their faces, and thus consumed a 
day and a ni^t mxae. When they set out again the 
bowlings of the wild animals had ceased. They had not 
joomeyed far before they were intercepted by a river, 
not broad, but extremely rapid. They were obliged to 
tesvel by ite bank upwards, in search of some shal* 
low plaee where they might cross. In this manner, 
ovt of their true direction, they proceeded for two days 
naauocessAiny. Iliey now began to think they should 
Mfrer get clear of the desert in whioh they were wan- 
dering. They had as yet met with no food, the flesh 

V2 



164 SHIPW&ICK8 AND DISASTERS AT 8XA. 

of the cayman alone serving them for nourishmettt } 
the negro's flesh being kept, as the last resort, unr 
touched. The river continued to be deep and rapid* 
They were now fortunate enough to turn up a land- 
tortoise during this, the second day*s journey. It 
weighed ten pounds, and they prepared to cook it, 
when Viaud missed the flint: they searched theis 
pockets, and <^ned their parcels of providons in vain, 
— ^it could not be found. Viaud was certain he could 
not have dropped it but where they bad made a fire 
the night before, or else somewhere on the roietd they 
had passed since. Weak and weary, he retraced his 
steps back, leaving Madame la Couture behind, who 
could not sustain tiie fetigue. They had not left the 
place more than an hour and a half: it was early in 
the day, and it was possible to get back in very good 
time, though Viaud could move but very slowly. He 
searched every inch of the road they passed over, 
examining carefully but in vain. He was equally 
unsuccessful at the place they had halted; but he 
was determined not to return without finding the trea-^ 
sure he had missed. He flung himself on a heap <^ 
fern which had composed his bed, and after feeling 
ev«7 portion of it over and over — for it was getting.too 
dark to see anything s6 small — ^he at last found the 
flint, to his inexpressible joy. He had now to rejoin 
Madame la Couture. The wild beasts were heard 
already, but it was at a distance : the fire had proba* 
bly driven them a good way off from that part of tl^e 
country, it havmg spread far and wide. Viaud now 
returned, and only reached the place where Madame 
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la Oouture was huddled up in terror two hours before 
daylight, being scarcely able to crawl along. They 
kindled a fire, and broiled their tortoise. They found 
some eggs in it, which they roasted and ate, and then 
lay down to sleep. 

The next day, seeing half a dozen leafless trees 
brought down by the current of the river, they fast- 
ened four of them together, secured their provisions 
round their bodies, and with a pole ventured across. 
The current, however, hurried them along so fast, 
that they began to fear they should be carried to the 
sea. They were in the midst of the stream, when the^. 
raft struck against a tree that bent over the water»^ 
aind parted asunder: they were plunged into the- 
Hver. Madame la Couture had only her head above 
;vrater, while Viaud, who had firm hold of the tree : 
with one hand, grasped and pulled her towards him 
with the other. The trunk of the tree against which 
they had struck enabled them to reach the bank in 
safety. They now dried their clothes and provisions ^ 
by a fire, and cooked the remainder of their tortoise ;: 
Ihey then slept to recruit themselves as much as po9r> 
Bible for the pursuance of their journey. 

They set out next morning, due east, towards thtf 
Apalachian Mountains, anxious lest they should miss 
their way. They soon met with a wood, so choked 
up. with reeds and briars that it seemed impossible to 
get through it The shoes and masks they had made 
4)f the cayman's skin were worked into pap by the 
water. Their feet and legs began to suffer terribly 
tram the prickles and thorns. Mosquitos, sandflies* 
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Mid wa»p8, annoyed tlleni so tt«di thvt Hieif bdOtt 
Were swollen to an enormous sise. They dkM^ovwtd 
toothing that could be vised fer food. Some days ^0^ 
struggled forwvrd, hardly able to set one foot bdbli 
the other ; and when they rested it required iprmj 
effort of body and nlM to urge theih on agiiu fer 
ever so small a distance. Madame la Couture mf- 
ported her spirits longer titan Viaud : this was owtqg 
to her mind being more at rest, and her havkig ksi 
no more to do during their journey ^an acquiesoe ka 
what her companion thought best for their mutakd 
benefit. At last Viaud felt so exhausted Oiat he hj 
down on the ground, quite hq[>eless of success. Wu 
sight was nearly gone from the blisters which aMse 
out of the bites of diffur^nt insects that aftaolLed faiiL 
fie felt as if tiie ^arth upon which he wM extendsd 
had been heaped over him. In a tcme of the deepeit 
^despondency he ^dicnrted Madame la XDouturo to 
struggle still for the life he could no longer support. 
She endeavoured to rouse his spirits, we^^g at the 
same time : '* No, I will never abandon you I " she 
exclaimed. " Exert your spirito, and your «toeBg& 
will return again.*' She bound i^ his legs and aMf 
with rags torn from her clothes, to relieve the toltttie 
he suffered ; prepared a fire ; and even went to tltt 
beach to see if she could find anything fresh to I9- 
lieve his hunger, and had the good fortune to dkaeom 
another tortoise. They washed the stings and bilis 
of the insects in the warm blood of the animal, atad it 
seemed to afford him a little relief. NotwithsMndt- 
ing this kindness on the part of his oompaiiiaD* Vitai 
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gmm irorse, and tbouglit he had not long to Mve. At 
this tioM « ben-turli^ appealed, and ran into the 
woad, as if g^g to her roost. Madame k GontiHe* 
«ho had heen watohiag o^er Viaad, uaanediatdly M* 
lowed k» faDpiiig to find its nest : when she left him 
he was almost in a state ^ totpor. 

It was near the hour of sunset. Viaud supposed 
he had lain like a perBon betwieen sleepiBg and 
wsaking fer the i^iaoe of about Ihree hoars. He was 
ifmsed from his half-senseless state, by the sound of 
homan voiees. Imagining ^ey might be savages^ 
he tistened with fear and trembling. The sounds 
were repeated, and then Viand attempted to raise 
himseif that he might look around him. He eot^ 
trived to sit up, and tried to hail ^e strangers, but 
his Toice was too weak to be heard ; while the fear 
ef missing persons, who might possibly be friends* 
was dreadful to his fe^ings. He crept on his hands 
as well as he eould towards the shore, and saw a 
krge beat in the offing. Revived by the sight, he 
raised hmiself upon his knees, and waved his cap ; 
but the exertion was so great even to do this, that he 
istaediatoly fell exhausted on his fiaee. Had Ma- 
dame la Cowtare beeit near, she couM have got down 
to the liioiev He then began toihiidi: of some mode 
of attraetoig notiee £rom the boat Near him lay % 
Itng hmnch of a tree. He festened the rags to it 
whioh had been given him by Madame la Couture to 
hind uphffi blisters, he|daeed his cap on the stidL, and 
ioaii after diseoiveied &at he was recognized. He 
mam flaoed the wtixk vuppghi in &e ground, aikl 
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endeavoured to creep nearer to the sea — all the time 
cjlaculating prayers to Heaven fi>r his deliverance. 
He was soon able to see that the crew were not 
savages but Europeans. He looked around in vain 
for Madame la Couture to share in his joy ; but she 
had not returned, though it was late and night was 
aj^roaching. 

While Viaud was thus anticipating the mom^it of 
the boat*s arrival, the crew reached the land and 
came towards him. They proved to be En^ish. 
The pleasure felt by Viaud was so great that he fell 
into a swoon. The strangers poured tafia down his 
throat, with prompt benevolence ; and when revived, 
he was able to express his thanks, and relate the 
horrors he had endured. They spoke French to 
Viaud, and he thought at first they were coimtrjmien : 
this, however, was of less importance than to find 
himself in the hands of civilized men. Madame la 
Couture at length heard their calls in the wood, and 
came towards them with a turkey and her nest 
Viaud begged her to rejoice with him in their deli- 
verance. 

As it was now night, it was thought best to wait 
untQ the next day. They gathered round a fire, to 
which ihe sailors carried Viaud, and supped upon tiie 
turkey and her eggs, to which the Englishmen added 
pickled pork and a glass or two of tafia. The party 
was under the command of a British ofiEicer, named* 
Wright After they had supped, Viaud gave him a 
narrative of their misfortunes. As only the officers 
and one of the privates spoke French, Viaud related 
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the story in English, which he spoke well from having 
been twice a prisoner in England. Mr. Wright then 
toLd Imn that he belonged to a detachment, stationed 
at St. Mark*8, commanded by Mr. Swettenham of 
the British army. A sayage had informed them that 
he had found a man dead on the sh6re some days 
before, who by some remains of his dress seemed to 
be a Eim^an. His face and belly were wanting, 
having been devoured by some wild beast. Mr. 
Swettenham, in consequence, sent him off with an 
interpreter and four soldiers to traverse the coast, and 
offer relief to any whom they might find to stand in 
need of it Mr. Swettenham feared that a brig, 
bringing provisKms from Pensacola for the garrison, 
might have been lost. Viaud had httle doubt but 
the body discovered on the shore was either that of 
M. la Couture or his companion, as they were never 
more heard of. 

The night was stormy, but the sun rose after it had 
abated. Mr. Wright made his men carry Viaud to 
the boat. Madame la Couture was able to walk. 
The boat*s orew had traversed all the islands, save 
that on which young la Couture had been left. They 
arrived there in twelve hours, and the fette of the 
poor boy recurring, strongly affected Viaud. He 
r^nembered that the lad was not dead when he 
quitted him. In vain, reason and probability whis- 
pered that it was impossible he could have sui-^ 
vived so long since they parted. A secret impulse 
urged Viaud to go to the* spot where he had left him. 
The sdidiers were landed, and instoucted to call out 
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laOmbare^lNiliA viki. Mr. Wn^^lhm iwrt — 
«f hb man to tiM spot, wbo reforted lie l»d •Mntte 
bo^y Mid ft n id it mI4. 8ttt Vimd u^goA Hw ofiMT 
tp permit him to g* and tm tte eerpie, sad let ttai 
•rtdiMB oany him. Hie lequtst was a e ceded te. 
Yavng la Cknknre was fomd wiHi his fne tw&ed 
to the enrth. The body sent foniSk a dis agie e al lB 
smell. Werms had buried themselves in his legSk 
and even in his ^ghs, and he was become an clqoK t 
shoddng Id the eye. They dvg a grave, and Viawd 
Icnelt and Qtt«!ed a prayer over ^le be^ of iSm 
gs n c MOM yomg snflbnr. One of the scMers fbMlmg 
his hand mider the boy s breast, ftiund it warm, 
is warm sttt— his heart beats ! ** esehnmed the 
Another soldiOT tonohed his leg, uid it seoMid 
Is draw np a httte. They new did the wtmost in 
tfaor power t» review him. They poured down his 
throat a mixture of tafia and water, and washed mai, 
dleansed his Mn^ wi^ it. They pioked out a good 
many worms that had rested in his flesh. Madame 
la Ooutare was ahnost firantie at the int^igeoae. 
She threw heieelf im the gnwnd by bos side, gaasd 
sharply in the ^mss of the lookers en, as if t» knew 
Iheir sentiments ef his oendition, and then caofht 
him in her aims to warm him in her bosom. Hcc 
emotion was so great, they wen ebl^sd to sspante 
them. Madame la Covtnre was placed near Viawd 
on ^e ground, who did aU in his powev taadm hsr 
agitation, eotreating her to leave hmr son to the^^ 
of «be kind Bngtishmea. Mr. Weight atlast 
to inform them that the yoimg man had opened his 




«gp^ t#aMd wfldlf hX tke s^tr0Bg6 IImm ke iaw» uit 
asked Ibr bis motker. Wken ke saw ViAitd aiUL 
ifadame la Coature kt ocndd tsaraehf artieulsto--^' I 
liacve not seui fou for many, mxuf days^ where hwFd 
you been ? " The soldiers ben kim to the boat w^ 
^•eat oMtt, and had hin wjftm some of ihair own 
dolbas, ooFwring Ism ow wi& a bluriwt Viaiid 
aat OB one side of kim, and has motksc oa the odiei, 
whose fteBzkd affoetion they had muck diOcnlty in 
keeping witfam bounds, wluch had they bean 0Mr 
•oeded aasght have overpowered ^he sofiirer. 

It was late when they emkarfcod, and they made 
kmt httie way, going on shore again to pass the mghd 
Tbe aoldicars caught three bnstaids wMok they oookad 
§ar supper, of whick yoimg la Contuie tainted a bttieiy 
and then feU into a sleep whidi bated until tbt 
morning. The nest day he sensed revived, and hit 
vsason had returned, while befinre he ww ddirkxa 
at intervals. He covld searoely raooHeet aoq^lhing 
that had hn^pened after he was left alone. He knew 
ke had often ftunted and been insensible. B^ween 
(^ose fito he had felt great hunger and thirst, and had 
yoTieshed Itself wkh the ojmtin and water pk^ed 
within his reach, while they lasted. He was so weak 
he could net stretch out his huid to snppty his wants, 
bnt trailed himself on bis belly like areptfle. He 
«enld not tell how kmg he had been alone. The 
Impression he was mder seemed to be tha^ kit 
mother and Viand had not yet ventoied upon the 
nil. Me wiB left thus akne for nmetoen days, m 
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from the nineteenth of April to the seventh of May* 
It is tnie, in a state of perfect rest, and in illness, a 
very minute portion of food will sustain life a good 
whUe. The weather, too, was, in la Couture*a 
instance, fine and warm. 

They emharked again for St Maik's, and Ykuj 
was convinced that they never should have survived 
to reach it, hut for their discovery hy the English. 
The distance was fifteen leagues from where they 
were found hy Mr. Wright, and a number of wide; 
deep, and rapid streams were to he crossed on the 
way. The boat arrived at St. Mark*s on the eighth 
of May, in the evening. They were hospitably re- 
ceived by Lieutenant Swettenham, of the 9th British 
Infantry, who acted as governor of the fort. The 
surgeon was ordered to attend them; and all the 
limited means in such a situation, which the lieute- 
nant possessed, were placed at their disposal. Theii 
situation for some days was very critical. Their bodies 
were dreadfully swollen and inflamed, so that the 
surgeon had scarcely any hope of recovering them. 
Young la Couture's was the last and most dificuH 
case to cure. Madame la Couture recovered her 
jtftrraigth earliest. 

The invahds had been eighty-one days from their 
shipwreck to their arrival in the fort, and had spent 
the whole of that time in a state of wretchedness 
difficult to be described. Two of their party had^ 
perished in or near the vessel. . Two, M. la Couture 
and M. Desclou, were drowned, and the negro was 
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mi:ur4ered. Eight seamen were left at the hut of the 
Indians. Respecting thoise men, it was learned, hy 
Lieutenant Swettenham, from an Indian chief, that 
they had waited a long time for the return of Antonio 
in vain. A suspicion of his treachery came upon 
iheniy and at length irritated them to fury. They 
killed the mother, sister, and nephew, and took posses- 
sion of a canoe, fire-arms, and ammunition, which they 
might have taken without destroying these unhappy 
people. Five only could emhark at once in the canoe, 
and they cast lots for the three who were to remain; 
In two days after, Antonio returned with a superior 
£:>rce to carry off the effects from the wreck, and, 
perhaps, to murder the seamen. The' three whom 
they found they put to death. The fate of the five 
who set sail in ^e canoe was never known, and it is 
most prohahle that they came to an untimely end. 

Peter Yiaud emharked in an English vessel for 
St. Augustin on the Coast of Florida— another JLug* 
lish settlement— heing sufficiently strong to bear the 
voyage, and also unwilling to diminish the scanty 
provisions which, in that desolate situation, ^e gar* 
xison could ill-afford. Young la Couture was not in 
a fit state to undertake die voyage, and Madame la 
Ckmture would not suffer him to run any risk. She 
was also a native of Louisiana, and preferred remain- 
ing until a vessel from thence .arrived, by which time 
her son would probably be stronger. Mr. Swetten- 
ham gave Yiaud a packet for the governor of St. 
Augustin, and a certificate of the truth of his ahnost 
incredible sufferings to support the authenticity of his 
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•lory. He readied 6t.A«giMtui]ntveiity^iMvdiqfii 
after •xparieaeiDg much itt-tveateMit fkom tiift ea|^ 
taui of ^K «hip in which he teok his passage. He 
detifered Mr. Swettonham^s detpalc^es to Mr. GivBt, 
tiie governor, who paid him greaA atlentioii, and 
viade his own surgeon eareftilly adninisler te iM 
eonplaiBAs, which the v(^age seemed to have re- 
newed. He reached St Angustin on the tweo^ 
tford of June, and left Mr. Grant and 6t Angns^ 
onthetwenty-ftrstof July, fbrNewToik. Mr. Grant 
obtained him a passage, and every aoeommodatiott, 
•fven to fflling a portmanteau with dothes and linen 
fbr him, besides making him a present in money. 
To the kind conduct of the English, both at St Mark'^ 
and St Aug^stin, Viaud did justice. He arrived 
at New York on the third of August, where his coun* 
trymen received hkn with generosity and humanity; 
With M. Dupeystre, one of the richest EVencb mer- 
dliants in New York, he remained untQ the sixtii of 
HIm following February, when he gave Viaud the 
charge of a cargo to Nantes, wh«» he arrived in 
twenty-one days. 

Hie cOTtificate given to Viaud by ^e British com* 
mander at St Mark's, Lieutenant Swettenham, re- 
moves all doubt as to the authenticity of Ins most 
extraordinary deliverance. It is dated. Fort St. Mark, 
twelfth of May, lf66. It attesta the truth of aH 
those parts of his narrative to which Ensign Wright, 
acnd the soldiers undw his command, were eye«wit* 
nessef, and attadies to the mekneholy detail a testf- 
mony which the events in the relation, however they 
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u thflorc Is nothing that is not Terj possible in aagr 
part of it. The loeao of the ihipwveck lies in the 
eanaer ai the aea lermei by ^e promontDry of Flo- 
nin, and that portion of North Amenca west of the 
Mienieiiippi, ot rather the Idohile River. 



It me ia the year 1766» that M* Dunoyer, an in- 
habitant of Caye Francois, in the Fr^h part of S^ 
pfffpingB^ went to Samona on the Spanish side of the 
island, for the purpose of forming a residence at that 
place. He had been there about a y^ar, when 
Mwiaty^ Dunoyer wished her husband to return te 
C«|^ f^Ean^oiSt the air of whieh b^g that of her 
aalive place* she thought would prove favourable to 
her hea^ whieh was then delicate. They aceordingly 
aaoabailbed in a small vessel belonging to M. DunoyeiCr 
wath one infant at the breast and another about seven 
fears old. A negress, their domestic servant, called 
Catharine, accompanied them. Just as they were 
abottt to set sail* an Engl i sh bark was shipwrecked 
fla the coast hard by, but the crew woe saved. 
There happened at that time to be a French vess^ at 
Samona about to sail, and eight of the shipwrecked 
party prevailed upon the commander, named Verriar, 
to seoelna and land them either at Cape Fran9ois or 
Monte-Christo. But stfll thinking they were too 
many to afford a passage without incommoding him- 
self, 'y^rrier asked M. Dunoyer to take two in his 
little vessel. Chie called himself Captain John ; the 
vtber waa named Youn^* M* Dunoyer received 
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ibiem, gave ^m necessaries, even linen, ibtiffK^ 
mising, on the other hand, to help him during tbs 
passage to the utmost of their power. 

It was in the beginning of March that everytlmf 
was ready for sea. M. Dunoyer first discharged. tm 
Frenchmen whom he had engaged to work, the vvmA 
because the two Englishmen offered their services fdr 
the purpose, and were good sailcnrs. They aoooidin^ 
set sail, but came to an anchor in the evenii^ atts 
place called Ghigri, about a league from Porto Fltli^ 
on the north side of St. Domingo. Supper was got 
ready near the land, not far from a Spanish dweBuig 
where people customarily stopped to get refineshmeiilk 
After supper, the stem, which was shaded with psbs 
leaves, was divided by a sail across it from the restoC 
the bark. Behind it a mattress was placed kr 
Madame Dunoyer, her children, and the negseilt 
The two sailors lay down in the bow of the bark. Jk 
Dunoyer slept upon a mattress which lay at the M 
of his wife. 

All was still before the midnight hour, when mt^ 
the children began to cry. M. Dunoyer handed tA 
some milk which was carried for the purpose of* Ml- 
ing it, and all was again hushed as at first. Bettr^sa 
the hours of three and four, Madame Dunoy^ wis 
awakened by a kind of dull blow which seemed to be 
struck with a hammer or hatchet upon her husbi^s 
mattress, and she thought she heard him heave* 
sigh. Frightened, trembling, and anticipating te 
truth, she awoke the negress by crying '* Oh G<A 
they are killing M. Dunoyer ! " She lifted the sift 
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<M^«uttaBi at her fbet between her husband's mattress 
wid lier own, when the man called John came to her 
bed, and witii ferocious air lifting the hatchet, threat- 
ened to kill her if she gave the least alarm. He then 
gtarack her husband two blows more with the hatchet 
Y^fOMg took the tiller^ and John loosened the sail, as 
they said, for New York. At daybreak the bark was 
tN» lei^ues from land, and Madame Dunoyer, who 
haA scarcely strength to rise from: the awning, saw 
over the side of the bark and floating on the sea, 
mattress on which the bleeding body of her hus- 
band had just been extended. The man called John 
aidd to the afirighted wife, " Don't be alarmed — 
ymsc husband sleeps well.** He then came to her» 
aad demanded the keys of the boxes and trunks and 
ber husband s arms, which she immediately gave up. 
He fiearehed through every package, but found no 
nKmey. With eyes drenched in tears, she asked why 
tiie wretch had the' barbarity to kill her husband; 
for that he had no money in the vessel. The murderer 
i^lML it was to get possession of the vessel to take 
tfeiem to New York. 

Seeing there was no money, the assassin became 
mBder in his manner, and offered the unfortunate 
lady food, tea, and chocolate. She refused his offer, 
xgfon whidi they told her not to vex herself or be 
«nlw|^py ; that they would do her no injury, but dis- 
hef, on the ecmtrary, wi^ all her baggage, 
the Fiench territory. The rest of the day they 
nodiing, but left this unfortunate woman to her 
fpoBB and Ittmentati0ii8« 

YOIm II. N 



178 8HIPWABCSS AlfD ^JUMMMtEMM Ja SXIU 

N%ht now i^ppioached; mpoie was act to be «[^ 
pected in so drMulfid a sifcuatMn, being in the poww. 
of the murderers of her husband. She "wefii all ai^^ 
over her children. She thought of thdr fiither and 
of her own situation. Her husband a image was ever 
before her eyes ; and hour after hour passed away ia 
bitter suffering. During the night» tiie man catiad 
John proposed to his eompa&km to oommit acn o tt teaga 
upon her parson, and that he might take the da- 
mestia. Young refiised to listen to the propoaal, aad 
havuig lashed ^e helm and set the mninsafl, they lay 
down. The negress proposed putting out their efm 
with a nail as they slept, but she thought they weft 
not both really asleep, and this Inndeied her ™»i"«g 
an attempt that must have been iaAal both te htv 
mistress and hersdl It is difficult to kaagine, anleei 
she had four hands to use at onoe, how ehe coulA 
have prevented one of th^oa from taking l^e akim 
before sudi a design oould have been affsctually aom- 
pleted. 

In the mcnming they were making n^id way, wfaa 
Madame Dunoyer again asked if they intended aa 
oexry her to New York. They rejAied, if she widMd 
to go to Ci^ Frangois, one of them would take hm, 
together with the children and a^resa, in the beat. 
The horrw of her situation wi& ^e muidama 4#' 
her husband made her aoeept any «llicaatrp% Sm 
wImX doom was not^vefemUe te ramaimng en beeai 
thebarki She did net recoHeit Itet ^a boat «■» 
small, and not caknhrted 1e mnat itha wsMa oi Ihe 
open sea. It was, in &ct, a caate hiHoiPid awi e(4V 



single tree, 6u6li as » used by iSie Amenean Indians. 
On stating h^ determination to go at any risk, they 
liM ber to make up a packet of her linen, or what she 
most wished to take, as there was no room to stow 
away her trunks. They put on old pafiasse in the 
bottom of the oanoe, four biseuit cakes, a bottle oon- 
ttdnmg a few pints of ^fesh water, six eggs, a litde 
siiC popk, and a kettle. The man John placed ^a 
two citfidfen and negress in the canoe first, and then 
searehed Ibe pockets of Madame Dunoyer, in which 
be ilsmid her fausband's shoe and collar buckles of 
flR^9«r which she happened to have in her poesessien. 
Tliese betook away, as w^ as the packet of Mnen 
Ae bad made up to take in the canoe, and compelled 
tor to f(^k>w the negreto and children. She expected 
one of the men would have gone wtHi them to guide 
1k» canoe. Instead of this ^ley cast it loose, hmsted 
amtf aail, wad in no great wfafle were out of si^t. 

nin nsiirtanate la^ was than teft wi& her difl* 
d«an aaad servant by Ibese prates, fbr sudi no deubt 
Aay were, to float wbidier the waves would cany 
dieDi. Nothing bat sky and wi^er was in view, lU) 
land eoaddrbe seen. As the baik qaitted them, i^ 
pjrafed in vain tx be^ even from tiie assassins ef 
her hnsbaad, bat she impkred in vain. Tfaero wm$ 
OMsottlMlesB a nuve powofkil pvstsotkm 9sMtvMi 
cmr het vmA her Mttie enes. The Eye tiart mmt 
dtanbets nar sleeps wsHelied them in Hamr boor of 
destdatlDn, and Hiey didiMt peri^ 

Tba ^oaatemationof Madame Dunoyer teagima- 
«lMi«awotpoiat. llit tli pa gik toflwr ^ ittd w in , ena 

n2 
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an helpless infant, almost red«eed her td utter de^tiA 
Her kind servant, or ** slave " aoeording to conunon 
parlance, tried to revive and* console her mist rifl fc * 
All the little aid she could give— all the humUe 
effi>rts she could make, she exerted to sustain and 
comfort her. Madame Dunoyer had swooned away «l 
one time ; the kind creature lahoured to reat<Nre hati 
and succeeded, hut Madame Dunoy^ only be ca i i 
conscious of existence to deplore afiresh the hoi*ror»of 
their unhappy situation. She fancied her chilnh«n 
the prey of the shark, she pressed thmn to her botom 
and hathed them in tears, and every look she gate 
she imagined was the last she should ever befltow upon 
the ^u;es of the innocents, unconscious of the m&^ 
nitude of the dangers that menaced them. At length 
she attained suffident composure to deliver hoii^ 
and children over to the care of heaven, and to leaift 
all besides to the waves and the conduct of iM 
negress, who endeavoured to manage the canoe wiHl^ 
out knowing how thdr course lay. Night came etu 
and- dark and fearful hours were to be passed. Tk$ 
danger of upsetting was augmented by the rising fli 
the wind. The waves wore swbUen, and one of them 
entering the canoe carried away their InsGiiit wti 
water, leaving th^n in dread of another wbieh shtifiU 
oveirwhelm them entirely. Fortunately &e negrtfi 
could steer well enough not to hasten sudh a t^Amh 
trophe by any Hl-managem^at The hours of u^ 
seemed as if they would never pass away. '/ 

The day tooke over a calm ocean, but ikm wm tl 
thatappeitredtoaflbrdtilieBiooiiaolatioa. Tlie|rlai«« 
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HOtwlMiie to 0toef, had thefyl>een able to sail; no 
buid was yet in sight. Their h(^ that some vessel 
m^lfat fick them up was past Madame Dunoyer 
oon4d enly pray and implcne the aid of the Protector 
id the widow and fatherless. Seven days and mghts 
4id these unfortunate females pass in a similar manner, 
•iBBposed to the atmosphere, and without any food but 
-Am salt pork. Nearly worn out, Madame Dunoyer 
evflxy moment expected to succumh. The power of 
vvMHen to endure bodily suffering is far beyond that 
-of the other sex. The rigid tendons of man snap 
vnmdra qiii<^y, while the more flexible fibres of 
wmneEk do not break until they have been attenuated 
Id tin utmost The thought of her children being 
loft in so deplorable a state was wcmse to Madame 
Diraeyer than death. She saw that they must so(« 
'peroii, and proposed opening a vein to prd(mg the 
life of the infiant at h^ breast, because the maternal 
fllMam l^ad ceased to yield it the w(mted su]^y. 
▲hoot itoB critical time a vessel was seen at a dis- 
tance by ^ negress. Anxiously did they watch its 
«|^pcoach and make all the signals in their power wh^i 
It was within view. They were at last seen; the vessel 
Made for the canoe, but a new danger arose from the 
8M*8 recoiling off the ship and nearly sinking the 
•baflow canoe as it came alongside. The people on 
Arnold were aware of the hazard they ran, and by good 
Management got them all on board safely. The ship 
was bound to New Orleans, and Madame Dunoyer 
lappeaed fortunately to have a relation there, M. Rou- 
fsoti a notary by profession, who received her and hex 
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liii^eHm ehatea vitb gna lobduMM^ adsM tft Q^ 
v«et alantl Aeom tiw tomb. 

The inhabituUs of I/rniMant, wludi waa tbsii t 
Fraaeh colony, g^xnatwutf niaed « sum of nan^lv 
tlMiiseof MftdbaMDiinogrerandlker ehildven. The 
Asrt thing dw did was to Hiahe her VBHi&aa thi 
notary gtva freedom to the negresaher oompanieii ia 
waigirtana* bttt the Mthi^ om^aiie wo«ld i«itk«|a 
her imatroM while ahe IMred;. 

A dapooitioft of the £Mte.idi«liiig to the mmim if 
IL Dialer waa &Mide at New Orleans and tma- 
laitted to New Y«rk in Ihe lu^ oC hringju^ tba 
'iiiiafiiBai to jualiee^ No such peneaa eeidd be disoa- 
v»ed there, usg ia it probable i^0f inteBded yeaeodr 
isg ihith^, when, tmm thiNi ewn statem^piW tl^f 
Bu^ be towed, if a vaasal ^oidd ha^e ii^Mmeed l» 
yiok up ^le oaoee; tbonfl^it ia aa likely ih«y mkx^ 
kted on itapeiiririiig with aU ^ witeaiaea ef thiir 
taamm. Haw a rc r thia mif^ hawFebawi» nothing miwb 
waa «vw heard of the mardema. 



The Grosvenor East Indiaman, 1782. 

^tai flA#wiMk of te Gfomsnor Bast Indittnaii, ia 
1782, <m her fao«wvaid4xMEiiid v)07»g« from Ceylen, 
was attonMl witii dreunutftnoes of BM)f« than com- 
tti6ii iBtarest. It is met th» least painlbl reffleetHMi 
•onaealed with this unkappf cata otr eyl i e, that had 
Hie shi|^*s oompany been led by aa offio^ of good nf- 
•aiBPeesand sound jndgment^'wlie knew how to retm 
an is^aenee o¥er his erear in all e»o«ni8lBeoes, thaw 
la liMle doubt biit ike dnaslroits end ef most ^ the 
|u rfi w ' tm i«tB passengers and seamen might boine bera 
tmid^ ftit a fev wem safod after a mafdi of one 
fc a ndittl and aerenlaBB dajm, oaer deeeits, tfafough 
forests, and across mountains, in the midst of hunger 
and wmofy^ mck as never were encountered befiwe in 
llnnlar sitaiatiims. They woe flour himdred and forty^ 
aenpen kagoes tem ^ Cape of Qoad Hope ivhen the 
Aipwasket^ and the distanee in soch a cHlnate and 
aoimlry BHglit» to rcfteeliTe minds, ha^ pointed out 
ft bettor mode of xeecumg themselves from a Me 
wheah nnut hmm been too liluly to happ^. Tha 
vondar tt^ hoir any of Ike unfortoMte people sur?li^ 
afe att. Had tftey remaoied on the spot new whieh 
ftay iMBe wvoehad, anwd tiMmielves in the beet wsf 
ihay wae abb» and eolieeted Ae ship s stores, they 
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might have built and detpatehed a boat to the Cifi^ 
and ensured the safety of alL Famine, in a eoimtff 
80 weU-stodLed with wild animals, they need not hK9$ 
dreaded. Their numbers w&te a sufficient protecil»m 
against the natives, who, seeing the show of resistaaee 
backed by the means, would have become fHendlf. 
It should be an axiom with seamen, in such cas6S» 
nev^r to abandcAi the ndghbourhood of the ship% 
hull, when it is accessible, until they know where iSbiBjf 
are> and what chanoes they have of preservatkm bf 
other means. The captain seems to ha^ been Ytff 
ignorant of hk duty, for wlwn his ship was vre^^ied 
40 fax ircnn the Cape, he ought to have known idmi 
he was, and not to have hdid out, that, in fifteen dT 
sixteen days, his crew might reach the Dutch setdei* 
ments. Perhaps it may be answered, he did not kn(M^ 
1^ position of the vessd belbre she struck, or they 
would not have been wredced at all, yet this odnB^ 
deratimi makes the case worse, as he ought to hm 
known it 

On the third of August, Captain Coxen consideied 
^ ship was a hundred leagues fhnn the neaietii 
land. It blew hard, and the next day the sMp wm* 
lying-to under her foresail and mizen-staysaiL JiiBt 
befi»e daylight on that day, John Hynes, oneof *tiid 
crew, was aloft with others striking the 'JbaBstoj^ 
gallant-mast While in this situatkm he -adoed >%; 
e^nradb, named Lewis, if he did not iMs^ thwrwii^ 
land where they sawhreakers? to whicli^be KOssiimiBif 
he thought thsre must be': upon thk they lutftanoi' 
down to infonn Mr* Beak, the officer of -the ws^c^m^ 
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niMt ihey hsd seen, who was incredid(ms, and laughed 
tt ihsm. Lewis then ran to the cabin, and told the 
eaijptusk, who instantly came out and ordered them to 
wear tiie ship. The helm was put hard-a-weather, tiie 
BHsen-staysail bauled down, the fose^opsail and jih 
lei'gOf and the ship's head nearly round, when .^le 
sfanck, and heat so hard that every one on hoard in- 
•tatiily ran upon deck. The captain endeavoured to 
dia^l ibe universal panic on board, and assured.the 
passengers he was not without hope of saving them 
an, conjuring them to remain composed. 

No water was found in the hold upon trying the 
pomps, but this was easily accounted for by the stem 
of the ship being high upon the rocks, while the fbro- 
part lay deeper in the sea, and the water was eomO" 
fnently all forward. The wind shifted and blew dP 
tiie shore, whi^ made them fearful of being driven 
out to sea, where they must be totally lost Signal 
iguns were ordered to be fired, but in vain, as the 
powder was already wet. The mainmast was &e& 
Out away, and afterwaVds ^e foremast. This pro- 
dtteed no efflsct ; the vessel lay as at first, without the 
1h^ of being saved, and only three hundred yards 
Ihm the land. 

- Terror was seen in most faces, some were in a state 
<tf diatraction at thek situation; calm despair re- 
pcesaed aU emotkm in others, while those gifted with 
tint presence of mind which no danger can shake, hi- 
staotly occupied thonselves with some plan for gaining 
^be shore^ Dreadfdl conftision prevailed in the 8hip» 
irliile Um minds of the more composed set themselves 
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«t wait to Ibm ft ttll^aD iiin^ thft voMOi^ diSdM^ 
'Mid ntk» migkt bft mit^h^ tateit «i all t w^ 

Twa IferiiMw wd & IrfMtr attuBiplMd to roMk l)» 

tiiete ▼•• teiiMtd ; but oa» Itelitn ttidtbaLMMr 
■atlicJ ^M b— ah in Mfety^ BQPliMMmeMtsakrs* 
IfaM WM oOBi«9«d to the luad^ sni bf tfatft a liMiMt. 
fti drMPoig llie bswMr to the ahon^ a nonitr flf 
■ i tw n i wi d wd tiMir Buiff to ww , who bad <oa6dfli» 
to view tba week. Tbe inaflto '^weiw dnvea en ihon 
and soon Btrtpped of tUr ixoB bf Ibe inbeUtanto 
Oae end of liie hnnet wee f na tc a^ A mmA the gwAs 
m tfaore, and the eHwr stained tight muMl the 
eepitan. The peopie in the wsodL bed in tiie matt- 
tone been ce n rttuatin garaft wbieh waa new fiaiahai 
A hawser wee intened to H from tiie ahiis it w« 
h«nehed,andgatto toeetamwindawa^at tlM'WonMa 
and (^ildfen msght get eat wtdi mom fuiMlcy fima 
the qauuctaF-gidlavy. Four' men got i^^n i* to giM 
larititoiiBa, bat liurngb the bewtar wee n^w,i 
8aa|iped aaundai hf toe Wavea^ end the nft 
and dnoveen ahare* 1^ wMoh thiee menwen 
The bumob and joi^baat had bean hmatad ent baiM 
the masts were cut away, and instantff rteahnd H 
fieaaa. Theywiaeenopwatakaswbeiwae tohe-dene. 
Sosne gat on ahere \xpmx the hawner hand eivar hi^ 
— a bold attMttpt ^ any but aalkra of atiength and 
leaohition,— jnt many suceeaded, end aania- toil if 
end were drowned, to Hm mmaberef flJtoaeL 
Thei^p aoon eeme in twoa liiae baftre ttoimWii 
The wind fotiinaMy lUfM iad btov upon 
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thoi t lwiOt bf wkmti mmDrntmrn «• th* wrack 
oiabled to kund. » M^fety. They llad all got cm tfa* 
pf»oi^ aft b«iag B)8«Mst tfa» naiiL Thm pazt i^hb 
if^Nok thflgr slood aapirotg>fl from tiM iwt Thtf 
( iP QPd e d . iiff#n tbft gtag bfcA y atlg, wbtak aooa 
^oatfd iot» thalter> both tHe mod andwaMM UMag 
tilMP» in* i^iile tha oihar pavia faaake tlaa laaa thai 
MflftHt alae haow wnahoA tham oft In tk» waf aU 
yt aafe ta laad».i!ii>apting a coak'a maiB who wqhM 
IMt.qiMt Ae ahipi baing inioauctttBiL 

Itvasmm^EawiBgontovaiEdaBi^rt; Th^vaoa 
9|ioa a abuactf which they koaw nothiag^ nat aiaa 
the aituation, except that it must be tho aontbawi 
'pgA o£ Afirka. Ddioiite weawQ and ohidBan ware 
tTTrt'cr ^n» ^ fii to coB^jai tha haidriu^ which 
iwy had andared tirmdj* or tiiose. whioh wew la 
WlriT The nativeahadgQiiaaimfw^thaaetliBg 
iM»bttthadli^io—ifwnharaof their fica^vary fi>r« 
Iwintaly fat tiw aifhnn. Thiaa fisea weie kiodlad 
if waed eaUaaled Ibam thawveek» and they oaokad 
aaBia hoga and paM^» dnnwk on ahew^for thaar 
IwHmV^y tp'^ A aadiaf heafandoiiaolilanv 
iMad aa the beach. w«b aquafly drvided by tha 
eaftain* aad of two aafls which eaoM an shoaa in a 
lifca mtWOTn two tanta wese oanstiuatad ftr the ft^ 
■niaato riaep in daring the nif^t. 
. The fiak af Angvat the aafeiwa cama donm and 
fcepn to aanry off all that auited thdr jBmcy^- Itey 
afinad na peaaanal wlNice^ b&t waae aantented Willi 
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ingeinfytkiiigtlialicoidd lie -of t^riee to Ibom t« 
tbttr jotuney to the Cape dCkioA JSxrpe, wlatber tite^ 
inteaded setting off. Twoca^ct^ spirits were otdnei 
to be staved, leM the natives should get intexicatoi 
and thus be led to attadc them. The oompao^ 
were then asaetnblad, and the f^vofisioas shasci 
among th^a. Hie captain said, he hoped, as he hitt 
been th^ commanding offieer befere, liny woefti 
allow him to be so still, wh^ was ummiiiMwrfy 
answered in the affirmative. He then stated tlw^ 
from the best caksnlatiens he could miJLe, ffileeit or 
ncteen dajrs would enable them to reach some Dutch 
aettl^nent. 

On the seventh of August they set ofL The dasC 
mate who was ill was carried by two men in a hammmfc 
slung on.a pole. In this laborious occupation all 1he 
men eheei^illy lock their turns. One man nsmsA 
O^Brien who had a swollen knee, remained behaiif 
because it was impossible far him to ke^ upwi&tiie 
vest, and he flattered hkmelf Ihat by getting lead<urifc 
pewter from the -wreck and making trinket to amait 
the natives, he should be able to ingratiate hima^wilh 
them and learn their language, by whidi he mig^ 
ultimately get away. They found beaten paths fron 
^sfllage to village ahor they set out, and the Ca&es: 
fdlowed thooi some distance, taking awaywhat tiM^ 
dbtose of theirscanty stock and flinging stones at theitii^ 
They met one party of tiiirty, and among .thaea ^m 
Dutchman, named Trout, who, haiiog coBUBuMeA 
murder among his countrymen, had fled .awayfimwe 
eoeity. On learning their story, he told them that tittit 



ymamy ^odd be ai^itded with almost in a tfruK m atl^Me' 
cUffiraUieft ; that they had many ^flbrent nations t» 
fta» Hirmigh and deserts to pass, besides meeting- 
ttRnabers of wild beasts. This intdligence should 
ha^pe been a warning to the party to have tried a di^ 
iMpent plan, but perhi^ps it was then too late. They 
affisied Troot any money to ccMidoot them to the Cape, 
Iriifc be lefttsed, as he had a wife and children among 
the aaitnres, and he was afraid to venture among his 
QtsBtrymen again, e^ea if Ihe natives would aUow him 
to go, which he very miush doubted. 

Tbey how pursued their journey for four or five 
days together. The natives constantly annoyed them 
bt ihe day-time, but invariably retired with the setting 
atm, taking from them whatever they chose. They 
iDBfit tiie party in ecmstant alarm by rough usage to 
the ladies, and kritating the seam^ to acts of retali- 
aHoiL. 

. They observed numerous villages as they proceeded, 
but kept as fur from them as possible, to avoid fll-usage^ 
ftmn the inhabitants. The first mate soon recovered 
satfciently to be abk to walk without assistance. In 
one plaee Ht&y came to a deep gully where three 
sstivtes held a lance to the captain's throat several 
thoee, who, bemg urritated, caught hold of one of 
tlieui, and wraiching it firom his hand, kept the head, 
^nie next day three or four hundred d the natives 
appeowd, aimed with lances and taj*gets. Ihey 
glopped the party, and began pilfering and at leiigdi 
bMting tiiem^ Thinking themselves marked out to 
dby tbey plaeed the wemen, ddkhren, ted nek, undM* 
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tfat prtlMlteiofm thsdMswf ^MrMnntec, and 
two kont MidlMlf h«pttip> i M yi i u gi(glrt»<a f^ 
ting poMOiMMi df a tmog gBHMid, « sort «f liulq^ 
tMk|dM». MM^rvn Iwdi siies wore ihmh w H , Inil' 
nooe kOM. Obb •f 4ftie pwiong«fi» Ifr. Wwwiiia ,- 
WMstruokwiHi-akneeialkeear and lennmei ak 
MBMble for tvo kMM. Wliwi & {Murlsf bfti lutai 
plMe, ie¥6t«l (rftbe fiart^ oat the buttooft from tfaelr 
oottti to five tiw natHTM, witk what otker txiBkolt 
tiMQr bad, upon wiwektii^ weal a!iny» and waie ai«i- 
no mcnre. At tbe doaaof day tbef made -a An «lrt' 
l a p ti od ntar it. In the ni^jbA dwj baard Hbe noiie 
ofwidbaatti, and iMpt waitadi and watab last tfaef 
sboaU be aorpciaed by (thata. 

Tuout tlM IMohnan j«iied than tin naxt day; 
He told theta be had been on beasd the waeok and 
get a load ef iron, pewter, taUU and ooppar £pMi it» 
wbieb be was carrying to bii village. Tbua 4br> 
wse^itieendea^ would have been nhnwiibiB te ibe 
ewv bad tbey renaMMd byit aad fitted up a huk 
tetbeGapeafOeedifape. Trot bed heard <rf<hK 
dMpule «r fight wi& the natiyea. He ndnead ifai 
peity to BMke ne reiielanoe, aa the waant mt ame 
woaid leader it vain, and be thoagbt tbep^ wonUL ba 
Um abstracted by eitdd a comae af rendnc t. Hethen 
took up bis pkmdw and went bii wa^« TbapaiiyaHr 
at te mptiM J te test far the ni^ in a bdiaw or 9dlgr« 
but were daitttrbed by the Mar cC wild beast8» arbiih 
the waick could bskUy keep off with fiMbranda. Jbt 
day4>ieak tbey again adwairied, aaid the naieisa 
neon beeasAe fcrouMtsnain as. naa^ and imk 
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S«ob nam ww »Mir obligBd to teasel wiik aifanbrand 
Ib bis JuumL They came to a small ihieE, and tiiia 
Ude being in, they were pawented fimn crewawg it 
TIm natures, who had foUowed them, giew moie troa- 
tJeentiMH soiled the watches of the gentJemen, asd* 
ctfziad off the diamonds which the ladies had oon?- 
Qgato;! m their hair upon ito fisDing down and diselos<- 
i^ 4iiem, and eren searched for moie. The men, 
wfce eoukl not restrain their indignation, got nodung. 
but hlowB from dobs or lanoes in vstum. They 
waded the nver at low water. Hie ytovim&om they 
had brought with them were nearly expen^bed, and 
the fieitigne oi travelling sleidy with liie women and 
diildfen was very great The seamen began to nuir- 
iMir. The party thraefore divided. Mr. Shaw, Hr« 
Tretler, and Mr. Harris, the seecmd, foudi, and a&h 
medes ; Capt. Talbtft and his eaxswain, Messrs. Tay^ 
lor,d*£8pinette, Williams, Oliver, and their eervants; 
the steward, earpenter, oaarpentcr s and o«ulker*s 
mates, and the remaiader of the seamen, among whem 
was John Hynes who first saw^^e bffealDefB,tog^kBr 
with a boy seven or eight years eld, a master Law, 
who cried after one of the passengers, and whom l^e 
saamen agreed to <»rry by turns wh«i«nable to walkt 
in idl ^nrty-Uvmr, want <m first. 

Captain Coxon, ibe first mate and his wife ; the 
tind mate, Mr. Beale ; Gol. and Mrs. James ; Mr. 
and Mrs. Hosea ; Mr. Hay the purser, Mr. Nvwman 
and Mr. ftoen, p aui e ngwD , with five cf thehrchildrant 
ifieai to twivel riewly as bciwe, A good many jMaf 
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men, in oonseqnenoe of high Mwards offioMd 1^ A* 
gentlemen, were prevailed upon to stay with th»a. ta 
carry what little provisions they had left, and the 
blankets in which they slept at night The two pac« 
ties separated with great regret The next day, bow- 
ever, eady in the morning, the party which had gone 
on first was overtaken by the other, having wait^by 
the side of a river for the etib tide. They wese glad 
to reunite again and forgot the inecmvemences which, 
had caused their separation. They now crossed the 
river, and travelling that day and a portion of the 
next, arrived at a village where they saw Trout the 
Dutchman, who showed them his wife and child» 
and begged a piece of pork. He again told th^u. 
that, if inclined to depart, the natives would not let 
him go. He gave them directions for their journey,, 
told them the names of the rivers they must cross, 
and the places they must pass, and thanking hiow 
tiiey departed. 

The following night was spent by both parties ia 
company* In the morning, finding their provisions 
expended, some of them went to the sea-side to col- 
lect shell-fish firom the rocks. They found a quantity 
of oysters, mussels, and limpets, which they divided 
amongst the women, children, and sick, the flowing 
of the tide preventing their getting enough for the 
whde. About twelve o clock that day they reached 
a small village, where they were ill] treated by the 
inhabitants. - 

About four o*clocK the same day they agreed again 
to separate. They were moved to this by the ooaside 
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nttion tlmt together tbey were not a match lor the 
natives; that by marching in separate bodies they 
would be less an object of jealousy to those nations 
Hirough which they would be obUged to pass ; and 
lastly, they would be better able to obtain assistance. 
They then separated never to meet again. 

The second party was led by Mr. Shaw, the second 
mate of the ship. John Hynes, from whom the nar- 
rative of their sufferings during their subsequent 
proceedings was obtained, remained with them. They 
travelled until it was dark, and then made a fire where 
wood and water were easily attainable, afterwards 
reposing for the night. They proceeded about thirty 
miles the following day, seeing a good many of the 
natives, who, though inquisitive, offered them no 
lund of molestation. They slept the next night on 
the skirts of a wood, where the howhng of beasts of 
prey allowed them but little repose. They journeyed 
forward in the morning, and fed upon wild sorrel and 
kU the berries of the species which they observed the 
birds eat They picked some shell-fish from the 
locks, and, getting to a wide river, ended the day's 
JQumey on its banks. 

The following morning they were afraid to attempt 
crossing the river, as some of them could not swim ; 
and they followed its windings until they reached a 
narrower part, where they made a raft of dry wood, 
fastening it together with woodbines and their pocket- 
handkerchiefs. On it they placed little Law and 
those who could not swim ; those who could, pushed 
the raft before them. The river was nearly two miles 

VOL. II. o 
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over. They now travelled down towards tJie 9oa». 
htiying been three days travelling from it They hsA 
nothing hat wild sorrel and water all that time* 
Fortunately they got plenty of shell-fish at the sea*, 
side. They reached a mountain fScmr days after diis ; 
and the rocks on Ihe sea-shore being impassaMer 
they entered a wood with which it was cevered, as liie 
sun was rtsing. The road was very toilsome over un- 
trodden paths, and they were frequently obliged t& 
climb trees to see if they were in the right directi(»k 
I^ight came upon them before Ihey gained the sum* 
mit where the wood terminated, and where was an 
extensive plain with a fine stream of water nnming 
through it. There they slept, having finst mado a^ 
Tery large fire, as they found the beasts of prey came 
to the water. It was with great difficulty Itey wm» 
able to keep them away. At day-dawn Hsmes as* 
oended a tree to examine the trending of the ooast* 
fie discovered there was another wood between them 
and the bottom of the mountain, which they did net^ 
get through until night, overcome with the fktigue 
and difficulties of their road, fc^r there were no paths 
but those which had been made by wild beasts.. 
They reached the sea-coast late, and too tired to oollect 
wood for more than one fire, though three were almost 
indispensable. In that they put their shell-fish H^ 
aaake them open, for the natives had plundered th0m 
of their knives and indeed all but their clothes. 

The next day they found a dead whale on the 
•hore, which was an agreeable sight. They 
jmaM, how to eut out the flesh, not hamg Hidor 
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knivtBs. They, bowe^)^, mftde a fire upon the carcaBs, 
and dug out the flesh as it was roasted with an ouster- 
shell. They subsisted sereral days on the flesh of 
this fish. They next reached a lerel eountry whidi 
tiiey thought must be within the Dutch settlemei^, 
send some of the party imagined it wonld be best to 
Meep inland. Others were stiU for the sea-side. They 
divided. The fourth and fifili mattes, Captain Talbot 
and his coxswain, and twenty-two saflors, with Hynes, 
proceeded inland. The carpenter, steward, cooper, 
Bfe. d'Espinette, Mr. Oliver, their servant, and twenty- 
fyar seamen, kept by the sea-coast. The first party 
travelled three days through a pleasant country, whexe 
they saw some deserted villages. They had nothing 
but some oysters brought from liie coast, with berries 
and wild sorrel, to Hve upon during thk time ; and 
they judged it best to make for the sea again, wheve, 
1^ tide being out, Ihey were able to sdlay the pangs 
gC hunger with shell-fish as before. Soon after they 
tiad parted fix)m their companions, while ascending a 
Mil, Captain Talbot and the whole of them sat down 
to rest. After the others had rben and proceeded, 
he fallowed, but, being much fatigued, sat down so 
firequently that the party left him. His eoxswain 
seeing him, went back and sat down by him. They 
were nekher of them heard of more. 

They next rea6hed a river, where they found two 
of the party who had gone with the carpenter along 
the coast ; being unable to swim, tibey had been left 
Miind. They were overjoyed at meeting their fiiendB* 
and getting aseistanoe to cross. They had no fire^ and< 

o2 
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bad been fortunate in esci^ing tbe wild beasts 
They came in four days more to another hy^, wbicb 
none of the party would venture to cross, and th^ 
were obliged to ascend by the bank. They reached 
a village, and saw the inside of a watch which had 
been given by the carpenter^s party for a little miik. 
Mr. Shaw, one of the mates, offered part of the inside 
of his watch for a calf; but when they bad it, thej 
drove away the animal again* They proceeded along 
the bank of the river and passed several villages, tte 
inhabitants of which did not molest them. Tb^ at 
length crossed on a raft, leaving two of their number 
behind who were alarmed at the breadth of the stream. 
They now descended to tbe sea-shore and reached it &je 
third day, travelling in an inclined direction. Thtte 
they slept and found shell-fish as usual, but no ynAm 
that they could drink. 

They now fell in with some of the natives, iiam. 
whom they received many blows, and could offer ne 
■resistance. They ran away into the woods and escaped 
them. In three days the carpenter s party was ov&t^ 
taken. He himself had been poisoned by sometlunf 
"which he had eaten in the woods to allay his bunged 
Messrs. d'Espinette and Oliver, being worn 09^ 
bad been left behind ; but the poor little boy Mastar 
Law was still with them, and had borne the fiUagues 
of the journey in a wonderful manner for one of bis 
tender years. The parties now again formed into <mie, 
and continued their route. They found two spiko- 
nails in a plank on the sea-shore, which were a great 
-acquisition. They burned the planks, and getting 
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Ae nails out, beat them flat between two stones into 
H substitute fbr knives. Finding water on turning 
ttp the sand, they remained for the night m the same 
place. 

The day Allowing after crossing the river, they 
^Ibund a dead whale upon the beach. A number of 
the natives seeing them, came down ; but observing 
their deplorable condition, and that they were not 
Hble to resist them, seemed to pity their state, and one 
of them lent his lance to those who were attempting 
lo cut out the flesh, to aid them in doing it. They 
were thus» with the assistance of their homely knives^ 
enabled to sever the pieces which they wanted* 
These they carried away until they could find a spot 
having wood and water, where they might dress 
tiiem. The next day one of the party was taken iU» 
and they were obliged to leave him behind near a 
kiver. Having the flesh of the wbale for provisions, 
they were enabled to proceed without halting in 
search of food, as they must have done without so 
seasonable a supply. They went on at a good rate for 
Imut days until they arrived at a river, when, it being 
evening, &ey stopped to eat some berries growing 
near it, to allay their thirst. The morning after it 
was cold, and some of the party were not inclined to 
venture across. Hynes and ten of the others were 
-impatient to go forward, and swam over, after which 
-they proceeded until they found a place where there 
were wood, water, and shell-fish. They remained two 
days in the same spot, in hopes those whom they 
Jud left behind would come up ; among them was 
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the diilcL Not makiiig their «ppeftranee> iKweorat, 
the party with Hynes set out ogain. The wmd ha4 
hiewn ftofth, and they judged that those whom 4bmf 
had left hehind had heen deterred from croawng 
t^ water* 

A dead seal was at this moment Ibrtunately ^tiao*- 
vered on the heach. With one of ^Eie rude knbm 
which they had retained^ and soioae sharp shdls, &flf 
eat up a pwtion to take away, and eooked some m 
the sp(^ At this time the party they had kft beyid 
came up and ihaiedibe seal with th«m. When liie 
carpenter died of the ponon he had ealm, the stewn^i 
took the direction of the party, and the caie of iillle 
Law was undertaken hy him. The frame of a etald 
80 young was ill cahsulated to hear ^m j^^ation and 
•fiitigae of nieh a journey. The steward ^d all in 
his power to succour the fraH and tMider being imhis 
charge. He soc^hed the sufferings and Iktened to 
4fae complainings of the ][^r litde fellow with aa 
attention wfaidb did honour to him as a man ; he fed 
the child wheneyer he could obtain food £or hiaa as 
carefulfly as a parent would have done. In tn^ 
such kindness in similar circumstances pleads h^df 
for human nature. The natives had handled the 
party which last came up very roughly, and five ef 
their number were left behind. 

They now set fcnrward togetiier once more. In 
trying to get round a point of rock w^Mi pco- 
jeeted towards the sea, they were nearly aU of tfaeoi 
swept away by the surf. Their firdinands were e>- 
'tinguished, and scaoe of them kwt ibe seal's 



'wkioli tbey canied to their Mure provision. Fortu- 
jUktely they eame in sight of several of the native 
JniuUes, who ran away on seeing them. These women 
,h»d made a fire to eook the mussels they had col* 
leeted, and it was still huming. They procured 
£wflih fiiebrands> and, resting a few hours, proceeded 
moi their toilsome journey* They were fortunate 
^anough to get a young bullock at a village in ex-> 
4shang^ £ar some buttons and the inside of a watch. 
.This was killed with a lance belonging to one of the 
,jkatives» It was then cut in pieces, and one of 
,the party standing with his back to the rest named 
ithe individual who was to have the piece pointed out ; 
Jhos a& impartial distribution was ensured to each 
jBan. The skin was cut in pieces and the distribution 
.decided by lot. Those who obtained any made it 
.into shoes. The natives were gratified at receiving 
the entrails. In no other instance were these unfor- 
tunate people able to get any food firom the natives, 
if a little milk given by the women now and then to 
the child in pity be excepted. It is astonishing how 
the boy »ipported the journey so far. When the 
.patii was good, he walked, and could keep up with the 
rest* but when it was rough or uneven they carried 
him by turns. At the halting-places he remained 
near the fires to keep them up while the party 
searched for food, and he shared with them on their 
return a portion of what shell-fish or other provision 
, they brought back. 

They next came to a desert of sand, which occupied 
them ten days to cross. No natives were seen, most 
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probably because tbey could find notiiuig to suppMt 
life upon so sterile a portion of tbe country. Duimy 
these ten days* the party had no food but wkat ^ef 
took with them. They easily found water upon 4ig« 
ging in the sand. After this desert was crossed th^ 
passed through a nation called the Tamboukees^ 
where they were sometimes treated well and «t 
diiers but very indifferently. Once, when near te 
'sea-coast, some of the natives whom they met advised 
thom to go inland. They took this advice ; and after 
travelling about three miles, they came to a vflla^ 
where they found only women and children. A litHe 
milk was obtained at 'this place for the child, and 
they rested themselves a short space. The men 
soon afterwards returned fVom hunting, each man 
carrying a poition of a deer upon the head of their 
lances. A number of them, amounting to forty 
at least, employed themselves with looking at tho 
travellers. They ofiPered two bowls of milk, whicb they 
were inclined to exchange, but there was nothing left 
among the party that attracted their attention suffici- 
cntly. They then drank the milk themselves. They 
now started up and hastened uito the woods. They 
were not a great whfle absent when they returned 
with a deer they had killed, but they would not ^ve 
the seamen any portion of it, and upon night coming 
on, insisted on their leaving the village. They jour- 
neyed four or five miles farther on, and there slept. 

For several days they saw cattle in considerable 
numbers, but had no means of obtaining any. Hiey 
came to three or four huts on the banks of a river^ 
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md mew only women and cbfldfen. They gave them 
mouf flesh, of the sea-oow that hung up in their huts 
t^^'dry — as it seemed, out of fear. The rivw was ahout 
U'Siiito hffoad : Hynes and eight others swam across it» 
hi^ tiie test of the party remained behind. Three <xt 
finur Dules &rther on they saw a seal asleep a Uttte 
above high-water mark« They contrived to kill it» 
aad cutting up the flesh, carried it away. At another 
r^fef two oi the party dropped their firebrands. When 
they crossed a river by swimming, they tied theur 
<dothes up tight in a bundle, and fastened it close 
leviiid their heads. Their firebrand they carried stuck 
in the front of the bundle, and thus kept it dry. 
They found another whale a httle ftirther cm, and 
lemained near the carcass two days, in the hq>e that 
their companions whom they had left (m the other side 
of the river would rejoin them. Ten days after they 
inmd some rags, which convinced them their oompar 
mens had passed them ; and on Altering upon a sandy 
desert where wood and water were not to be found, 
they saw wr^ton in the sand, " Turn in here, and you 
win find plenty of wood and water.'* This was near 
the entrance ^ a deep ravine. They traced the fire 
where their companions had rested in a recess in tiie 
hollow. A fow days afterwards, owing to a headland, 
they w^e again obliged to niake a circuit from the 
sea. They had by this time exlmusted all their whale*8 
flesh, and were forced to subsist upon land-crabs^ 
snails, and sorrel, which they found near a pond of 
ivesh water. They went on at daybreak, and came to 
a ^>ot where some trees had been uprooted, for which 
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iSoKj fmkii iMt aoooiurt, bat tkarfy f» ibfif Iwgt «lift- 
flianti whidi were aten «»oag ^ bug gsiaa «>- 
|4«iB0d the mfttmj. Afiraid to «difMM)e» the. puiir 
jetfoeiy knew wlMi to do; but at kst JfaeynieiiB * 
eirefiit and Abraded the wwwtiia, of idneh &ay avw^ao 

To^aidf m^ tWey reaoiiad tiM ■eoehore, M 
'sould not find any aliett*ibiL The oKliwnity ^ hinif ■ 
dn wbkh aona of tlwrn were, made Aemiriiifpogtle 
hair fiom the buHoeka akm ef^^aob ihtf had mmit 
•hoas, breii it, and oat it with aeme wM calory #kmif- 
iog near the ^t For ftre or six dagm they liiwa 
.ipofed the traekaof feeircompamopswho had -pvooedad 
tiiem ; they ako foil in wii^ sotto Bati^ao hunting, 
^dio wore a aost of ihee mi the nght foot» wliieh tiny 
used in porault of game to faeiliti^ wahing a loflf 
fhym ^Bt foot The party now e«ne to a now banr^ 
^oauDtey^ when-tfaey had to enoounter ipreat difficidtwt. 
^Thoy eoidd obtain m& proviaioBs fitom the natives, who 
diow tiiem away wheneirar they af|>roached their 
grillages; so d»t, without faatvingieceiBrae to ahaU-fiih 
they nitist have speedOy pofi^ied. They saw •one of 
the natives with a bit of syrei buckle halengii^ torthe 
«ook stni^ in his haut, which the owner had biahan 
and bartered for filed, thoc^ the natiws fifoqincaHy 
vetained the article and gave nothing in ex^«ige» 

A storm of thunder, lightning, and rain, overtook 
timn one night cm the sea-dioBe, and they ware 
obliged to hold their dothos over their fire to prefvent 
its being extinguished. They remained the next day 
jontil low water to G<^ect sheUt-fish and dry their 
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tMlmi . Absutfburo'clooktfaat day theyssftcfasd a 
vfllage, ^diete the inliabitants attaoked and wounded 
.some of the par^. One had bis ikuU ftactuied and 
jMoa after died. Hynes was knocked down and left 
J)r dead. When he reeoveced, the natives wesegone 
and his fioends out of sight. However, reooUeoting 
j(he way it was their intention to prooeed, he Mowed 
«Dd.eanie up with them in two or three hoiucs. Th^ 
losncluded he was dead. He also reamed a wound 
in ^le leg ftom a lasea. 

Th^sawBomoiehitsor viUsges; and after tra- 

^MiMskg fe some days over a sandy desert, th^ fell in 

with thne savages, who fled &om them. TheQr noiw 

^Msined fiKNl with great dificolty, £nr the soMheie 

^aas^dem rocky; and when they found a ree£ tl^f 

5wwe often obKgod to wait batf a di^ fix the ehh-tids. 

"K they fisund plenty of lA^-fish they eotteeled m 

aany as poaihle, Hkunm away the shells, aadpi^ the 

fish in a <Mh whioh they alternate^ earned. On 

leaching a laige ri^er ealled Bojisman's rivea:, th^ 

fmad Thomas Lewisy one of the party which had 

^weoeded them, left behind. He said he had travelled 

into the interior of the eountry, and had seen several 

fants, at one of whidi be was beaten, and at another 

^[et some milk. He was so week and the river so 

wide, while he was iaeapable of bearing ai^y &esh 

JMUcdflhips, that he determined to go again to the next 

•irillage^ as he eonld but be killed there, and he was 

4«ertain of dying if he proceeded. His companions 

Jtreve to urge him forward in vain. In spite of 

smtreaty, be returned to the natives, and tlMsy sa^" 

nothing more of him. 
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To the great joy of the party, they (bond anofheH 
dead whale on the sea-shore. They halted there ffr 
two days, cut the flesh into junks, and took away 88 
much as they were able to carry. They crossed ^ 
rirer on a raft, hut on reaching the other side were 
alarmed with the howlings of the wild beasts, whi<^ 
appeared more numerous than at any place they had 
passed before. On the fourth day from passing th^ 
riyer they came up with the steward and the httft 
boy* and found that they had buried the cooper in 
*the sand two days before. Hynes wished to see the 
qpot, and the steward accompanied him, but they botft 
ibond, to their surprise, that some animal had disin- 
terred and carried off the body. The track was peiv 
oeptible for half a mile in the sand. They couM 
•follow the traces of wild animals hunting in the nighl 
for their prey, round every stone and stump tiiey 
came near. They gave the steward and child some 
Df the whale, which' appeared to do them good. In 
about ten days more, the whalers flesh being gone^ 
they came to some rocks and were obliged again to 
gath^ shell-fish for food, as well as to sleep on the 
rocks, where they could only find brackish water. In 
the morning both the steward and child became il, 
and requested the party to remain that day wher^ 
they had stopped, which they willingly agreed to dof. 
The next day they all found themselves ill, owing t9 
the coldness of the rocks on which they had slept ill 
their scanty clothing. The steward and boy were 
also still unwell, and the party agreed to remain with 
them another day, though, should they not afterwards 
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V^ better, septrntioii was nnftvoidablei. In tbe mom* 
mg they pvepafed what they could obtain for breaks 
filet Wishing to indulge the poor child to the last 
BKHoent, they sofifered him to sleep as they thought 
by the Are until everything was ready ; but on going 
to awak^i him, they found the soul of the innoeent 
lufieser of so many miseries had fled to a better woild* 
The end of this child was a m^rey to him, though a 
eaaise of deep concesvi to the gallant and generous 
seammi, and particularly to the steward, who, ere 
k>ng» was to follow him. The child s death nearly 
(iveicame him. The poor little fellow had been tl^ 
ol^ect of his care through so many privations and 
fiUigueet and had carried himself so well, that the 
grief of the kind-hearted man was overwhelming, and 
to companions could with difficulty drag him away 
i^om the place. They .all looked upon the remains 
of the innocent child, forgot for a moment thdr own 
situation in a sigh.over them, and departed again on 

tfaeir melancholy way. 

They had travelled about two hours, when Robert 
flt^g^rald, one of the party, asked for a shell of 
water ; Hynes gave it him, and he drank eagerly. 
He then asked for a second, received, swallowed it, 
Ijod himself down, and expired. His body was left 
where he died ; and the survivors, as if steeled against 
^ worst of human calamities, saw his fate with 
apathy,— a fate rather to be envied than shunned in 
tlwir circumstances. About four o'clock the same 
4a7, another man, named William Fruel, complained. 
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of nFedkiiMs, and smt down on. ttie smd bjr ti* 9em^ 
Wb oompuiiont set oat* to seek wood «kl w«t«^ 
tellkig him tiiey would soon return. Looking baek»> 
Ihey sanr him enwling after tfaem. Hwving hniiitotfc 
in Yiin fbr wat^* or a com fo rtable piaeeof repoae, tkegr^ 
lay down ibr the night One of the party, howereiw 
Mtumed to try whether he eecdd get f^ud fbfwwd^ 
hat aldKragh he went in view of the place, he coalif 
ind no traces of Inm, and it was coaeladed he had 
been carried off by wild beasts. 

The want of water was now added to the othec 
calamities of these misraable men. Their tiuaal» 
and months became swollen, and they were at lasb 
ibreed to drink Iheir own urine. Their psevioas aii£- 
ferings were not to be compared with the pronciit 
They had been two days without ^Dod and watev 
when the steward, the guardian of the peor chikl Lvi^ 
expired, and another of Ihe party soon fbttowed 

The road was on one hand bounded by and 
sandy hiUs, and on the other by the sea, so that th^ 
were obliged to sleep in the sand. They Iband half 
a fish, but no water ; and though it was not half a 
monthfbl to each man, some of them rejected it^ fter* 
ing it might add to their toitnies. The nart dajF 
two more of the party became Tcry weak, but y«t 
crawled along, dreading to be left alone. One oC 
them soon lay down ; ^e rest shook hands with him» 
and he was left to expire. In a deep ravine whidi 
they searched for water, they found another of th» 
crew of the Grosvenor dead, T^th his right hand cot 



dR Wonmngton, the boatswain's- mate, who had? 
lo9t hi» dodieft in <»oB^g a m^r, took those o£^t» 
deceased man* The party ^en proceeded and hiy 
dofwti to repose, having taken nothing all day hot 
tiieir own vrine* Morning broke upon their miseiyv 
but iMrenght no aUe^iation. Another of their nmn-> 
ber soon dropped, and was left behind to perish* 
I%roe only were new left gifted with better tmnper'^ 
aments for endnrance than t^eircompanionai These 
were Wermington ^ Hynes, and Evans. Their fkcul^ 
ties were- much impaked by their suflferings, and 
tile rays of an ardent sun made them still weaker. 
The morning that folk>wed, they were in horrible^ 
toments from linrst. Wormington entreated them to 
cast lots which shoald die to preserve the others. 
Hynes waa reduced to <^ildishness ; Ins mind waa 
gone. He wiept at the proposal, but r^kised to con* 
sent. He told them that if he fell down from feeble- 
ness, they might do what they liked with him for 
their own presraration ; but that while he could walk» 
he would not east lots. Wormington could not go on ; 
iJbe o^ier two shook hands with him and left him. 
Aft soon as his companions were gone, while still in 
view he tried to make them hear him, but was unable. 
Ha began to ^ink they might save him. He tried^ 
to foJkyw, but could not, tottered and fell on the shore» 
boiying his right hand in ^e sand. 
^ Hynes and Evans made very little progress. About 
ten at night they saw before them something resem<* 
bling large birds. Their surprise was great to find 
^Mj were feur of the steward's party, who had 
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outstripped them. They were neiurly hlind, sa Aat 
they could scarcely recognize them. One of the fnn^ 
named Price, came to meet Hynes and Evans, and 
told them of water being near. The two unfortuned 
men then said that all their party was dead aa^a 
Wormington, whom they, left ahve that mornii^ 
Two of them therefore went to seek him ; two oi their 
companions remained to prevent Hyn^s and Evant 
from dripking too largely. Price was ultimate)^ 
obhged to close up the sand, to avert the &tal consa^ 
quences of their taking the water to eiice^ Thect 
was a shelter near, in which they were now placed^ 
supplied with a few shell-fish, and left to repo^eu 

The two men who set out in search of Wormington 
were named Leary and De Lasso': they found and 
brought him to where his companions had been |daoed« 
It appeared the captain's stewards party had been 
reduced to such distress, that after he died and wtft 
buried, two of the survivors were sent back to bring 
some of his flesh, to prevent their dying from hunger* 
Those who were sent went beyond the place, and 
returning found a young seal fresh and bleeding, 
driven ashore not far from the steward's grave ; this 
was a seasonable relief, and prevented their having 
recourse to a painful alternative. They also disoo- 
yered, by watching some birds, that they pulled shdl- 
fish out of the sand, there being no rocks on the 
coast, and they availed themselves of the same mod^.* 
of obtaining them. 

I>odge, one of the four men whom H}m0s aod 
Evans had overtaken, being informed by them that 
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tte sMp's steward was also no more, and died in very 
good clothes, proposed going back to get them, as 
^ey much needed such articles. Evans and Dodge 
bet out together. Evans came hack alone in the 
evening with intelligence that the hodyof the steward 
was not to he found, some beast of prey having no 
dotibt carried it off. Evans said that Dodge came back 
M> indolently and slowly, that unless he had left him 
andwalked on, he should never again have joined them 
himself. Dodge returned no more, and it is likely 
was carried off by some prowHng animal in the night. 
They spent the next two days in obtaining a stock of 
shell-fish, which were broiled to form a provision for 
their march. They then constructed a raft to cross a 
river not fer off.- They had much diflSculty in aci*.om- 
plishing the task. The current was rapid, and they 
were home so fkr down, that they were very near being 
driven out to sea, to their great terror. They found 
a singular kind of shell-fish there, which had the 
power of sinking itself in the sand. It was two 
inches long, of a triangular ferm, and buried itself so 
&st in the sand, that it was with difficulty followed, 
and captured. 

The party was now but six in number, and pro- 
ceeded at a slow rate across a desert country for six 
days more, when it arrived at the Schwartz river, and 
signs of a more agreeable and even habitable terri- 
twy appeared. They also fancied they saw huts at 
a considerable distance. They crossed the river by 
swimming, and had not gone far before they espied a 

f OL. II. P 
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dead whale cast upon the shore. It was proposed li 
rest near it for a few days, that with such a stock of 
£x)d they might recover a little str^igth, hut ^Mf 
could find no water. They were compelled in conse- 
quence to load themselves with the flesh and set off 
again. At night^dl they met with water near a 
thicket, and there reposed untfl morning. At the 
dawn of day De Lasso and the youth Price remaiaed 
near the fire to keep it up until evenmg, and lay in 
a stock of wood, whilst the other four returned to 
hring ofif to their quarters as large a supply as pos- 
sible of whale's flesh. Two men were soon ^Eterwards 
seen by Price with ^aas in their hands, who followed 
him into the thicket They belonged to a Dutch 
settlement, and were in search of strayed cattle. One 
of them being a Portuguese understood De Lassa, 
and knew Italian sufficiently well to comprehend 
their miserable tale. They then all of them set oat 
to find the four, who had gone te the whale again* 
and discovered them cutting off the flesh. One of 
the colonists was called Battores, and he made them 
fling away the flesh of the whale and fdlow him ti 
his dwelling. The joy of these poor seaanen was so 
great at finding that they were among civilised 
beings again, that some wept with joy, others laughed 
and danced, their agitation from weakness completely 
deranging their reason. They soon got composed 
enough to understand that they were only three <a 
four hundred miles from the Cape, and within ths 
limits (^ the Dutch settlements. 

The residence of Battores was only three miles «ff ; 
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ill Moiq^ to ooe RooitoS^ a'H^evy "vr)io ireated tlie 
j^ihilars witk great kind&ess. They were fiupjdied 
wkk la^k and bread immediately, bat ihehr yoraci^ 
•vaA weU Bigk being attended with dang«n)Uft cobse* 
^l^nees. They then lay down u|xai some sacks and 
slept. 

They had attempted to keep a reckoning of timt , 
but had lost the stick whidi they marked for tlie 
^pnrpose. They were informed that it was the twenty- 
/ninth of NoYomber when they were thus delivered; 
and having been shipwrecked upon the fourth of 
August, it appeared they had been a hundred axid 
jseventeen days en their journey, enduring privation 
ji&d fatigue unparalleled. 

The day following Roostoff gave them a good 

]»reakfast and dinner of fresh mutton, and they left 

bis hospitable residence in a cart for the Ciq>e. Price, 

•ti&e kd, suffering from bad legs, remained with his 

host, having a promise to be sent after his companions 

when he was sufficiently recovered. The other five 

jreached the house of the owner of the cart, called 

Quin, a £urmer, where they remained four days. 

They were thus sent on from settlement to settlement 

until they reached SweUendam, about a himdred miles 

.&om Cape Town. They were everywhere hospitab]^ 

treated by the Dutch farmers. There was then war 

between England and Holland, and the seamen weie 

Stained at SweUendam until the return of amessen- 

.ger from the Cape, who had gone to learn the will of 

the governor respecting them. Two of them were 

.<^ered to Cape Town for examination, and War- 

p2 
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tnington and Leary proceeded thither, and, being 
examined, were sent to work on board a Dutch Buusb 
of-war. There Wormington, finding the boatswain 
had smuggled pepper on board, rather incautiously 
stated his knowledge of the fact, upon which he wiUl 
his companion was shipped on board a Danish East 
Indiaman, and arrived in England the first of the 
unfortunate survivors of the Grosvenor. 

The governor of the Cape with great homanitj 
despatched an expedition in search of any of the 
crew who might chance to survive. It was composed 
of a hundred Europeans and three hundred HotteiH 
tots, and was accompanied by De Lasso and Evans* 
Hynes was ill, and Price had not yet reached Swel- 
lendam. They were unsuccessful in reaching the 
place of th«^ wreck, owing to opposition firom the 
natives ; but they picked up three seamen, Lewis, 
Hubberly, and another. Hubberly had been the 
servant of Mr. Shaw, the second mate ; and he stated 
that, except himself, all the party under the g^dance 
of these gentlemen had perished one by one, and 
he had proceeded onwards alone. Seven Lascars 
and two black women were also found. The tw<^ 
women had been servants, one of Mrs. Logie» the wi& 
of the chief mate, and the other of Mrs. Hosea, a pa»* 
' senger. They were ignorant of the fate of the cap- 
tain, except that they concluded him dead, havinc 
seen his coat upon a native. They had again subcd- 
Tided after Hynes' party had quitted. No more wia 
for a long time heard of the /fate of any of the rest« 
The English were all sent to Europe, and reached 
home in safety. 
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The fate of that part of the crew and passengers 
of which nothing certain had yet heen heard, caused 
a second expedition to he sent out in 1790, for the 
purpose of reheving any who might be still alive. 
The total number of persons who reached land from 
the Grosvenor was one hundred and thirty-five, Si:^ 
reached the Dutch settlements as already narrated. 
Three Europeans, two black women* and seven La9-» 
cars, were afterwards found by the Dutch expedition, 
making in all but eighteen survivors. The second 
expedition reached the scene of the shipwreck, four 
hundred and forty-seven leagues from the Cape. 
They ascertained that the ship's cook had died of the 
small-pox two years before, but could learn nothing 
respecting the fate of any others of the crew or pas- 
sengers. They saw Trout the Dutchman, who told 
them that some had perished of hunger and fatigue, 
and some by the hands of the natives. The cannon, 
iron baUast, and lead of the ship still remained. The 
natives near the scene of the wreck were friendly, and 
promised in case of any future shipwreck to aid the 
sufferers, on the assurance of being rewarded by the 
Dutch with iron and beads. It appears ftom their 
conduct to the crew of the Hercules that they kept 
their word. 

Reports had been circulated in 1789 that there 
were white women yet aUve among the natives. One 
of the latter described a white woman having a child 
which she embraced and wept bitterly, to Colonel 
pordon, who was traveHing in the country ; and it 
wj^ generally beUeved at the Cape that the women. 
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of whom it appears there were tfat«e w«re aUve lo^g 
after the shipwreck. That white people had been- 
lost on the coast long before the Grosvenor, and that- 
some had survived, seems clear. In or prior to the 
year 1 7 1 3, a Captain Schelling met at Tierra de Natal 
with an Englishman settled among the Caffres, who 
had two children by a Caffi^ wife. In 1 796 the ship 
Hercules was lost near where the Grosvenor had b3en 
oast away. The natives informed the captain that 
Captain Coxon and the men were slain in resisting 
the win of a chief, who wanted to take two white 
ladies to his kraal. Tlie natives fltrther informed the 
captain that one of the ladies was dead, but tfeat the 
other was living and had several children by Uie chief, 
tStough he knew not where she then was. This cor- 
loborates the account given to Colonel GJordon several 
years bef(H«, and is probably the correct statement 
Now mention is made of only three white ladies a» 
being on board, and some children ; whether the latter 
were male or fbmale does not appear. A strange sot^ 
of story has been published in the appendix to the 
Rev. John Campbell*s Travels in Africa, which, as it 
is not on the authority of that gentleman'^ personai- 
o^Mservation, is most probably a version of the aeeeunAR^ 
obtained by the expedition sent in search of the sur- 
vivors which reached the place of the shipwredc. It 
purports that the Landroost of Graaf Reynet had seen 
two females habited like Caflfre women and anti-Euro- 
pean in appearance, who, on being offisred restoratiott 
to ttieir country, refused to return, saying they had 
a»w affectionate husbands, children, a«d grimdchA* 
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dren ; that their fonner husbands and friends had been 
murdered ; that in England they might find them- 
selves in a state of dependence ; that they were not 
fitted for polished society, and that their attachments 
were bounded by their actual en303rments ; and they 
refused to resign their Uves of content for an exchange 
to them at least not likely to be productive of peace 
er hairiness. ButifMrs.Hosea,Mrs.Logi8,aiidMrt. 
Junes, were the only white wdbwh in the vessel, this 
aeoount does not tally wi& that presi at twodiffemt 
times by tiie uadres. Borne of the ehaldven migfal; 
Inve been females and pieaerved by the natives, bvt 
neither would tius agree vnih, the statement aliove. 
It is probable that the trulii, if not in one of ^ foc«- 
^)ing aocounts, will never mow be known. What- 
ever it be, the melaoekdy end of the oompany q£ the 
Grosvenor v^l long be remembered in the annals of 
shipwreck, not less as an object of pity than a waan- 
ing to maxineKs under similar cirowmitamMi to aet 
note judidously. 



CHAPTER Vm. 

LoM of the Centaur, 1782. 

■ 

Thb losses of the squadron of which the Centawr wts 
one, in their passage to England, in 1 782, \9ete thft 
most serious disasters the British navy had sustained 
by the accidents of the sea for many years. ThA 
escape of Captain Inglefield, when the Centaur foim* 
dered, is a remarkable instance of good discipline and 
forbearance under privation and suffering. Fev 
examples of so ]^vidential a deliverance are upon 
record. The narration, as given by Captain Inglir 
field himself, is as follows : — > 

'* The Centaur left Jamaica rather in a leaky coii« 
dition, keeping two hand-pumps going ; and when il 
blew fresh, sometimes a spell at the ehain«punip» 
But I had no apprehension that she was unable to 
encounter a common gale of wind. A storm came 
on in the evening of the sixteenth of September, 
1782, when the ship was prepared for the worst wet- 
ther usually occurring in the same latitudes: the 
mainsail was reefed and set, the top-gallant-masts 
struck, and, though it did not at that time blow very 
strong, the mizen-yard was lowered down ; but to* 
wards night it blew a gale of wind, and the ship 
made so much water, that it was necessary to tun 
all hands up to the pumps. The leak o(mtinued to 
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increase. I entertained thoughts of trying the ship 
before the sea, and happy should I prohably have 
been in doing so ; but the impropriety of leaving the 
oonvoy except in the last extremity, and the hope of 
the weather growing moderate, weighed against the 
opinion of its being right. About two in the morning 
the wind lulled, and we flattered ourselves that the 
fmle was breaking. Soon after there was much 
tiiunder and hghtning from the south-east, with rain, 
when strong gusts of wind began to blow, which 
oUiged me to haul up the mainsail, the ship being 
then under bare poles. Scarce was this done, when 
a gust, exceeding in vicdence everything of the kind 
I had ever seen, or could conceive, laid the ship on 
her beam-ends. The water fcnrsook the hold, and 
appeared between decks, so as to fill the men's ham- 
mocks to leeward, the ship lay motionless, and to all 
appearance irrecoverably overset. The water fast 
increasing, forced through the cells of the ports, and 
Belittled the ports themselves inwards, from the pros-* 
sure of die ship. Immediate directions were given 
to cut away the main and mizen-masts, trusting, 
when the ship righted,, to be able to wear her. On 
cutting one or two lanyards the misen-mast wait 
fiflvt over, but without produdng the smaUest effect 
OB. the ship ; asd, on cutting the lanyard of one shroud* 
the mam-mast followed. I had next the mortification 
to see the fore-mast and bowsqsrit also go over. On 
this the ship immediately righted with great violence, 
and the motion was so quick that it was difficult tot 
tho men to. work the pumps. Three guns broke 



119 SHIPW^iOKfl urn DISASmS AT SEA* 

Itote on tiie main-deok, whidi toek •(Hue time to 
•Boiirek In attomptmg to do so aeveail men wv» 
maimed, and every moreable was destroyed, eitiier by 
•hot thrown looso from the lockers* or &e wreek of 
thedeek. The officers, who had left their beds nalied 
a the morning when the ship overset, had not an 
article of tkitiies to put on, nor oonM tiiiek friends 
supply them. Before the masts had been ton mi*^ 
nutes over the side, I was infinmed that the tiUer 
had broken short in iabe nidder-head» and, helbce tiis 
diodu ooidd be pboed, the rudder itself was gona^ 
Thm we lay, at tiie merey of the wind and 8ea> \atifu 
aotemuIatBd diaastecs. Yet I had one osmfort in 
inding that fbe pumps^ if any1iiing» rediiM)ed the 
#ater in the hold, and, as the morning of the seven* 
taenth advaneed, the weather became more n^darsta 
Ai day-bght I saw two hne-of-batUe diips to leewaid^ 
one of wittch had lost her main-maat» and the other 
her fim^maet and bowsprit It was the ganaral opir 
mon on board, that the latter was tiM Canada, aad 
ibB former the Gloiieua;. The Ramitiss was aetia 
sight, and only about fifteen merchaatrnMi. About 
•even in the mening, another liae-of-battie ship wit 
sean arhead, which I aoon distinguished to ha tiie 
Ville de Paris, with all her masts standing* I iffi* 
mediately oodered a ngnal of distDess to be made, by 
hoisting tiie ensign on the stuaqiof the mizen-mast, 
wiion ^downwards, and firing one of the foreoastie 
gana. But the ensagn, which was the only one wt 
1^ remaining, blew away soon after bemg hoistoi: 
haww^ 1 h^ the safeia&ctioA of aeoia^ the YiU^dt 
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Paris wear and staiid towards us. I^ereral o£ tlio 
merchant ships also approached, and those that could 
hailed us, and offered their assistance. Depenikng^ 
on the king's ship, I only tiiimked them, desiring, i£ 
l^y joined Admiral Graves, to aoqnaint him widt 
our oonditkm. I had not the smallest douht of the* 
Yille de Paris coming to ns, as she appeared not to 
have sufSsred in the least by the storm, and, havings 
seen her wear, we knew that she was under govern- 
ment of her helm. At this time also the wealh^* 
was so moderate, that the merchantmen set their top« 
sails. But the Ville de Feuris, approaching within 
two mfles to windward, passed us, which being oh* 
served by one of the merchantmen, she wore, and 
came under our stem, offering to earry any metsago 
to her. I desired the m€»ter to aoquamt Captain 
Wilkinson that the Centaur had lost her rudd^, as 
well as her masts, that she made a great deal of 
water, and I requested him to remain with her until 
the weather became moderate. I afterwarcbi saw 
tiiis merchantman approach ne«* enough to speak 
with the Ville de Paris, but I fear that the condition 
of atke latter was much worse than it appeared to be,' 
as she eon^nued on the same tack. Meanwhile all 
the quarter-deck guns were tlunwn overboard* and 
the whole of those, except six whidi had overset, o£ 
the main-deck. The ship, lying in the trough of thef 
sea, hkboured prodigiously. I got over one of the 
small uiohors, with a boom, and several gun-car^ 
riages, veered out finom the head-door, with a large 
]»m§»r to keep the ^p*s bow to the sea. But thia^ 
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with a top- gallant-sail on the stump of the xni2en- 
mast, had not the desired eJQfect. As the evening came 
on, it grew hazy, and blew in strong squalls. We lo$t 
sight of the Ville de Paris, but thought certainly to 
see her in the morning ; and the night was passed in 
constant labour at the pumps. Sometimes when the 
wind lulled, the water diminished; then blowing 
strong, and the sea rising, the water increased. 
- *' Towards the morning of the eighteenth, I was 
informed that there was seven feet water in fiie 
kelson, that one of the winches was broke, that th^ 
two spare ones would not fit, and that the hand- 
pumps were choked. These circumstances were 
sufficiently alarming ; but, on opening the after-hdd 
to get up some rum for the people, we found our con- 
dition much more so. It is necessary to observe, that 
the Centaur's after-hold was enclosed by a bulk-head 
at the after-part of the welL There were all the dry 
provisions and ship*s rum stowed upon twenty chal- 
dron of coals, which unfortunately had been started 
into this part of the ship, imd by them the pumps 
were continually choked. The chain-pumps were so 
much wore as to be of little use ; and the leathers, 
which, had the well been clear, would have lasted 
twenty days or more, were all consumed in eight 
At this time it was remarked that the water had not 
a passage to the well, for here there was so much that 
it washed against the orlop-deck. All the rum, ex- 
tending to twenty-six puncheons, all the provisions 
which were for two months in casks, were stove, hav- 
4iig floated ^m side to side until there was not a. 
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whole cask remaining. Even most of the staves 
found on clearing the hold were broke in two <x 
three pieces. The fore-hold also presented a prospect 
of perishing. Should the ship swim, we had no water 
hut what remained in the ground-tier ; and over thic 
all the wet provisions, and butts filled with salt water 
were floating, and with so much violence, that no 
man could go into the hold with safety. There was 
nothing left f(x us to try but baling with buckets at 
the fore-hatchway and fish-room ; and twelve large 
canvass buckets were immediately employed at each« 
On opening the fish-room we were so fortunate as to 
discover that two puncheons of rum which belonged 
to me had escaped. They were immediately got up 
and served out at times in drams ; and had it not 
been for this reUef, and some lime juice, the people 
would have dropped. We soon found our account in 
baling. The spare pump had been put down the 
fiare-hatchway, and a pump shifted to the fish-room ; 
but the motion of the ship had washed the coals so 
small, that they reached every part of the vessel, and 
the pumps soon choked. However, the water had 
considerably dimimshed by noon from working the 
buckets ; yet there appeared no prospect of saving 
the ship, if the gale continued. The labour was too 
great to hold out, wanting water; yet the people 
worked without a murmur, and indeed with cheerM* 
ness. At this time the weather "was more moderate, 
and a couple of spars were prepared for sheers, to get 
up a jury -foremast ; but as evening came on, the 
gale increased. We had seen nothing through the 
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day but the ship that hsd l^eit her aw^BMiaft, nfti 
«he appeared to be in aB gfeM wajat of Bfi8 ia tan ca4» 
ourselves, having fired guns of distrtpsik Belcwe 
night I was told that her jfofemast was gone. The 
Centaur laboured so rtaaxh, that I could acaree hop^ 
ahe woiidd swim tiU monuBg: hcvwever, by gieait 
«Kertions of the dMon-pumpa and baling* we helpl 
0ur own ; though our sufferings for want of wator 
were Tery great, and many of the people could not 
be restrained firom diinkuig salt-watra^ At di^ 
Jight ontiae nineteenth, there was no veaaeL in aiglife; 
«nd flashes from guns having been seen in the 
liight, we apprehended that the ship we la&d wma the 
.j^eeding day had foundered. 

'* Towards ten o'dtoek in the fbreno(»» the weatbv 
grew more moderate, the water diwrinisfeed in te 
hold, and the people were encouraged to xedimfale 
their efiBbrts to get it low enough to break a esds. 
of fresh water out of the ground tier. Sosae «i ^ 
most resolute seamen were emj^yed in the attei^ 
snd at noon succeeded with one cask, which, thevg^ 
little, was a seasonable relief. All the (^cers, pa0- 
£engers, and boys, who were not seamen by pnxfet- 
«ion, had been employed in thrumming a saM, winch 
was passed under the ship's bottom, and I thou^ 
had some effect. The sheecs were raiaed for the 
foremast, the weather looked promising, and the sea 
fell; and at night we were able to rdieve at te 
pumps and baling every two hours. By the mamag 
of the twentieth, the f(»e-h<dd was cleared of water, 
^sid we had the comfortable promise of a fine dif . 
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It prored so, and I was detennined ta make use of it 
-with every possible exertkm. I divided the ship's 
company, with the officers attending them, into par- 
ties, to raise the jury-foremast; also to heave the 
isw&t'dock guns overboard, to clear the wrecks of the 
fore and after-hold, to pr^are the machine for 
steering the ship, and to work ^e pmiq>s. By night 
the after-hold was as dear as when the ship wap 
launched, for, to our astonishment, there was not a 
shekel of coals remaining, twenty chaldrons having 
been pumped out since the commencement of the 
^ale. What I have called the wreck of the hold, 
was the bulk-heads of the after-hold, fish-room, and 
43pirit-room. The standards of the cock-pit, an im- 
mense quantity of staves and wood, and part of the 
Ikiii^ of the ship, were thrown overboard, that if the 
water should again appear in the hold, we might 
liave no impediment in baling. AH the guns were 
overboard, the foremast secured, and the machine^ 
which was to be similar to one with which the Ips- 
wich was «teered, was in great forwardness ; so that 
1 was in hopes, if the moderate weather continued, 
that I should be ahle to steer the ship by noon on 
4he following day, and, at least, save the people on 
49ome of the Western Islands. 

" But this day, had there been any other ship in 
company, I should have thought it my duty to quit the 
Centaur. The people got some rest in the night by 
relieving the watches; but on the morning of the 
jtventy-first, we had the morti^ation to find that the 
weather again tlyreatened, and by noon it blew |k 
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Storm. The ship laboured greatly; the water ap- 
peared in the fore and after-hold, and increased. 1 
"was informed by the carpenter, also, that the leathers 
were nearly consumed, and that the chains of th^ 
pumps, by constant exertion and the friction of the coafe^ 
were rendered almost useless. As we had no other 
resource but baling, I gave orders that scuttles shonM 
be cut through the decks, to introduce more buckets 
into the hold, and all the sail-makers were employed 
night and day in making canvass buckets. The 
orlop-deck having fallen in on the larboard sMe, I 
ordered the sheet-cable to be roused overboard. Th# 
wind, at this time, was at west ; and being on the lar- 
board tack many schemes were practised to wear the 
'ship, that we might drive into a less boisterous lati- 
tude, as well as approach the Western Islands, but 
none succeeded. Having a weak carpenter's crew, 
they were hardly sufficient to attend the pumps, » 
that we could not make any progress with the steep* 
ing machine. Another sail had been thrummed and 
got over, but we did not find it of use ; indeed, there 
was no prospect but in a change of weather. A large 
leak had been discovered and stopped in the fore- 
hold, and also another; but the ship appeared so 
weak from labouring, that it was clear she couM 
not last long. The after-cockpit had Mien in, the 
fore-cockpit the same, with all the store-rooms down ; 
the stem-post was so loose, that, as the ship rolled, 
the water rushed in on either side in great streanm^ 
which we could not stop. Night came on with tiie 
same dreary prospect as the inreeeding had don^ 
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fmd was passed in continual effort aind labour, 
yhe morning of the twenty-second arrived, with- 
put anything being seen, or any chimge in the wea- 
ther; and the day was spent in equal straggles to 
l^ep the ship above water, by pumping and baling 
^t the hatchways and scuttles. Towards night, ano- 
ther of the chain-pumps was rendered quite useless 
by one of the rollers being displaced at the bottom of 
Ijie pump, an evil which was beyond remedy, as there 
j^as too much water in the well to get at it. We also 
had but six leathers remaining, so that the fate of the 
vessel was not remote. Still the labour went on 
without any apparent despair, every officer partici- 
pating in it ; and the people being always cheerful 
and obedient. During the night the water increased ; 
^ut about seven in the morning of the twenty-third, 
I;was told that an unusual quantity had appeared all 
«t once in the fore-hold, which, on my going forward 
to be convinced, I found but too true. The stowage 
of the hold-ground-tier was all in motion, so that in 
a short time not a whole cask was to be seen. We 
were satisfied that the ship had sprang a fresh leak. 
Another sail had been thrumming all night, and I 
was giving directions to place it over the bows, when 
I perceived the ship settling by the head, the lower- 
deck i)ow-ports being even with the water. 

<*At this period the carpenter acquainted me that 
tbe well was stove in, destroyed by the wreck of the 
hold, and the chain pumps displaced and t(^ly use* 
less* There was nothing left but to redouble our 
efibrts in baling* but it became difficult to fill the 
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Imrkets, fitun ^w qusntily of staves, pkrnks, ancto- 
stocks, and yard^rm pieces, which were now waeshed 
from the win^ and floated ftom side to side w^ 
the motioii of tiie ship. Th« people, who» till this 
period, had laboi»ed as determined to conquer tiieir 
difficidties without a m«nniu*, or witliout « teaa-, see- 
ing ^eir efforts useless, raany of ^i^n burst into 
tears and wept like children. I ga^e (»ders tor fte 
anchors, of which we had two remaining, to be Chnwii 
overboard ; one of them, the spare anch<»', had hefln 
most surpnmngly hove in upon the foreoastie and 
ttid^ips, and gone through the deck, whoa, the ship 
lay down on her beam-ends. Every time of vistiBg 
the hatdiway, I observed that the water had in- 
creased, and at noon it washed e^en witk the eilsp 
deck. Tl» carpenter aspired me that tike aldp eoaid 
not swim long, and prq>09ed maldi^ rafts to floats 
ship's company, whom it was not m my power to «- 
courage any longer with a prospect of safety. 8<nie 
appeared perfectly resigned, went to ^^leir banffloocks 
and desired their messmates to lash ^lena in, inkers 
were securing themselves to gra^gs and smaSl rafti : 
but the most predominant idea wda that of putlag 
-(m their best and cleanest clones. The weatiifr 
about noon was eomething moderate, uBd as tills 
had been mentioned by the caipenter, I thought it 
light to make the attempt, though I knew our booms 
could not float half the ship's company even in #Be 
iireather ; but we were in a situation tocaleb at a stnnr. 
1 thffi*efere caBed the ship's company toge^er, aaid 
t^ tliem my mteiitnn, recomBMD(&^ tk«iii to n- 



ovaiii legilar and nhediont to their officers. Pjpepa- 
xatioiM wene immediately mitde for this pmapose; the 
booms were deaved^ the boats, of which we had three, 
namely, the cutter, pinnace, ^nd five-oared yawl, were 
-got -ever the Aide ; a bag of bread wa^ ordered to be 
jput into each, and any Uquors that could be got at, 
ibr the purpose of supply ing the rafts. I had intended 
myself to go into the five-oared yawl, and the cox- 
swain was desired to get anything from my steward 
that might be useM. Two men, captains of the tops 
of the fore-castle, or quarter-masters, were placed in 
each to }M:eyent any man from forcing the boats or 
getting into them, until an arrangonent was made, 
, I>uring the course oi .these preparations, the ship 
iRas gradually sinking, the orlop-deck having been 
. Ubwn up by the water in the hold, and the cables 
floated to the gun-4eck. The men had for some 
time fitted their occi^)atkHi of baling, and the ship 
was left to her fate. The weather again threatened 
in the afternoon, with strong squalls ; ike sea ran 
lugh, and one of the boats, the yawl, was stove along- 
side and sunk. As evening approached, the ship 
itemed little more than suspended in the water. 
There was no certainty that she would swim from one 
Bunute to another ; and the love of life, which I be- 
lieve was never exhibited later in the approach of 
d^atb, now began to level all distinctions. It was 
impossible* indeed, for any man to decdve himself 
with the hopes of being saved on a raft in such a sea ; 
besides it was probable Mut the ship in sinking 
ipould, to a certain distance, carry everything down 
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unth. ber in a vortex. It was near five o^dMc, whett, 
coining firom my cabin, I observed a number of yeop\t 
gazing very anxiously over tbe ^e; and lookhif 
myself, I saw tbat several men had forced tbe piA^ 
nace, and tbat more were attempting to get in. I 
bad thoughts of securing this boat before she migbt 
be sunk by numbers ; there appeared not a moment 
for consideration. To remain and perish with the 
8hip*s company, to whom I could no longer be of any 
use, or seize the opportunity, which seemed the only 
one, of escaping, and leave the people with whom, dn 
a variety of occasions, I bad been so well satisfied, 
that 1 thought I could give my life to preserve them — 
this was indeed a painful conflict, and of which I be- 
lieve no man can form a just idea, who has not been 
placed in a similar situation. The love of life pt^ 
vailed ; I called to Mr. Rainy the master, the aciy 
officer on deck, desired him to follow me, and imme- 
diately descended into the boat at the afterpart of tbe 
chains. But it was not without great difficulty that 
we got ber clear of the ship, twice the number that 
she could carry pushing in, and many leaped into the 
water. Mr. Baylis, a young gentleman of fifteen 
years of age, leaped from the chains after tbe boat 
bad got off, and was taken in. The boat fallu^ 
astern, became exposed to the sea, and we endea- 
voured to pull her bow around, to keep her to the 
break of the waves, and to pass to windward of the 
ship, but in the attempt she was nearly filled ; the sea 
ran too high, and the only probability of living, was 
keeping her before tbe wind. It was tiien that I be- 
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eame s^M^e haw little, if anything, our condition 
wa» better than that of those who remained in the 
•liip, at least it seemed to he only th^ prolongation 
of ia miserable existence. We were all together 
twelve in number, in a leaky boat, with one of the 
ggunwales stove, in nearly the middle of the Western 
Ocean, without compass, quadrant, or sail ; wanting 
great coat or cloak; all very thinly clothed, in a 
gale of wind, and with a great sea running. It was 
now near five o clock in the evening, and in half an 
bomr we lost sight of the ship. Before it was dark, 
a ))lanket was discovered in the boat. This was im- 
mediately bent to one of the stretchers, and under it 
as a sail we scudded alL night in expectation of being 
Sw^lQwed up by every wave ; it being sometimes with 
great difficulty that we could clear the boat of the 
Waiter before the return of tiie next great sea i all of 
1)8 half drowned, and sitting, except those who baled, 
at the bottom of the boat : without actually perishing, 
I. ^am sure no people ever endured more. In the 
Becoming the weather grew moderate, the wind having 
^lifted to the southward, as we discovered by the sun. 
Having survived the night, we began to recollect our- 
S^lve8, and think of future preservation. When we 
quitted the ship, the wind was at north-west, or west- 
lUffth-west, and Fayal had bore east-south-east, two 
hundred and fifty, or two hundred and sixty leagues. 
Had the wind continued for five or six days, there 
wjas a probabiUty that, running before the sea, we 
might have fallen in with some one of the Western 
Islands. Its change was a death blow to our hopes, 
for should it begin to blow, we knew there would be 
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no preserving life, tmt by running before "ttie seav 
which would carry as again to the northward, wheiw 
we most ailerwSLrds perish. On examining what raeoM 
we had of subsistence, I found a bag of bread, a smatt 
ham, a single piece of pork, two quart bottles of water, 
and a few French cordials. The wind contimted td 
the ' southward for eight or nine d«ys, and prtm 
dentially never blew so strong but we could keep tbe 
side of the boat to the sea ; yet we were always most 
miserably wet and cold. 

** We kept a sort of reckoning, but the son anf 
stars being sometimes hid from us fbr twenty-fbor 
hours, we had no very good opinion of our navigation« 
At this period we judged that we had made neai)y 
an east-north-east course, after the first night*8 ran 
which had carried us to the south-east, and expected 
to see the island of Corvo. We were disappointed, 
however, in our expectations, and dreaded liiat tl» 
southerly wind had driven us too far to the northward^ 
thus we now prayed for a northerly wind. Our con-- 
dition began to be truly miserable, both from hunger 
and from cold, for on the fifth day we had discorered 
that our bread was nearly all spoiled by salt water, 
and it was necessary to go to an allowance — one- 
biscuit divided into twelve morsels for breakftist, and 
the same for dinner ; the neck of a bottle broke off 
with the cork in it sensed for a glass ; and this fiUed- 
with water was the allowance for twenty-four homv 
t each man. The partition was made without any 
partiality or distinction, but we must have perished 
had we not previously caught six quarts of nht 
water, and this we should not have been blessed with. 
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fand we not ft^md a pair of ahaels in Uie boat, wbicii 
hf accadent had been put tbere* These were spread 
wbion it rained, and when thoreughly wet, wrongs 
into the kit wiHi which we baled the boat We began 
to glow very feeUe on this short aUowance, which Was 
rat^MT tai^ahzing than sustaining in cmr comfortless 
condition, and our clothes b^ng continually wet, our 
bodies were in many places chafed into sores. It 
fell ealm on ^ thirte^iUi day, and soon after a 
bfeeie sprung up tmrn the west-north-west and in* 
rDEwianl to a gale, so that we ran before the sea at 
tW rate of fire or six miles, under our Uanket, till 
we judged we were to the southward of Fayal, and te 
tktt westward sixty leagues ; but the wind blowing 
stvoiig, we could not attempt to steer for it. Our 
washes were now for the wind to shift to the west* 
wmrd. This waa the fifteenth di^ we had been in 
the boat, and we had only one day*d bread, and one 
bcrt^. of water remaining, of a second supply of rain. 
Oar sufferings were now as great as human strength. 
4saihi bear ; but we were oonTinced that good spirita 
w«ra a better support than great bodily steength, for 
oh this day Thomas Mathews, quarter-master, perished 
fiom hunger and cold. On the day before he had 
contained of want of strength in his throat, as he 
expressed it, to swallow his mcnrsel, and in the night 
grew delirious, and died without a groan. As it 
became next to certainty that we should all perish in 
the same manner in a day or two, it was some«vhat 
oemfortable to r^ect, that dying of hunger was not 
» dreadful as our imaginations had repres^nf^ 
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Others htA. oomplaiiied of tlie 8ai»B ^yv^p/h&ma W 
their threats ; some had drunk their own urine, aodr 
idl hut myself had drunk salt water. Hidierto de^ 
spair and gloom had heen successfully prohihited, eoA 
as the evenings closed in, the men had heen enooo^ 
raged, hy turns, to sing a song, or relate a stoiy, 
instead of a supper ; hut this evening I found it impost 
sible to raise either. As the night came on it M 
calm, and, about midnight, a breeze sprung up from 
the westward, as we guessed by the swell ; but theri 
not being a star to be seen, we were afraid of running 
out of our way, and waited impatiently for the rising 
of the sun to be our compass. As soon as the dawn 
appeared, we found the wind to be exactly as we 
wished, at west-south-west, and immediately spread 
our sail, running before the sea at the rate of four 
miles an hour. Our last breakfast had be^i served 
with the bread and water remaining, when Jdm 
Gregory, quarter-master, declared, with much confi- 
dence, that he saw land in the south-east We had 
seen fog-banks so often bearing the appearance of 
land, that I did not trust myself to heUeve it, and 
cautioned the people, who were extravagantly elated, 
that they might not feel the effects of disappointment 
At length one of them broke out into a most immo- 
derate swearing fit of joy, which I could not restrain, 
and declared he had never seen land in his lifb if 
what he saw now was not so. We immediately 
shaped our course for it, though, on my part, with 
very little faith. The wind freshened ; the boat went 
through the water at the rate of five or six miles ab 
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l^qur; -luadmtwQ hours time, the- land was plainly 
se&n by every man in the boat, but at a very great 
distance, so that we did not reach it before ten at 
night. It must have been at least twenty leagues 
&om us when first discovered, and I cannot help re- 
marking, with much thankfulness, on the providential 
favour shown to us in this instance. In every port^ 
of the horizon, except where the land was seen, there . 
was so thick a haze that we could not have observed 
anything more than three or four leagues distant. 
Eayal, by our reckoning, bore east by north, which 
cour$»e we were steering, and, in a few hours, had not 
the sky opened for our preservation, we should have^ 
increased our distance from the land, got to the 
eastward, and, of course, missed all the islands. As 
we apppoached the land, our belief strengthened that 
it was FayaL The island of Pico, which might have 
revealed it to us, had the weather been perfectly 
dear, was at this time capped with clouds; and it 
was some time before we were quite satisfied, having 
traversed for two hours a great part of the island, 
where the steep and rocky shore refused us a landing. 
This circumstance was borne with much impatience^ 
for we had flattered ourselves that we should meet 
with fresh water at the first part of the land we 
might approach, and, being disapp(nnted, the thirst 
of some had increased anxiety> almost to a degree of 
madness, so that we were nearly making the attempt 
to land in places where the boat must have been 
dashed to pieces by the surf. At length we disco- 
vered a fishing canoe, which conducted us into the 
road of Fayal about midnight, but where the regula* 
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tions of the part did not permit us to land until exa- 
mined by the health officers. However I did not 
think much of sleeping this night in the boat, our 
piKyts having brought some refreshments of bread, 
wine, and water. In tiie morning we were visited by 
Mr. Graham, the English consul, whose humane 
attention made very ample amends fbr the fbrmafity 
of the Portuguese. Indeed I can never suffici^i^ 
express the sense I have of his kindness and human^» 
both to myself and people ; for I believe it was his 
employment for several days, contriving the best 
means of restoring us to health and strength. It is 
true that there never were more pitiable objects ; fiff 
some of the stoutest belonging to the Centaur we» 
obUged to be supported through the streets tii PayaL 
Mr. Rainy the master, and myself, were, I think, in 
better health than the rest, but I could not wa& 
wi^out being supported ; and, for several days, no^ 
withstanding the best and most comfortable provisions 
of diet and lodging, we grew rather worse than better.** 
Of the company of the Centaur were saved Cap- 
tam Inglefield ; the master, Mr. Rainy ; Robert Bay- 
lis, a midshipman; James Clark, surge(m*s mote; 
the eaptain*s coxswain, two quarter-masters, one of 
whom died in the boat, and five seamen. There 
were lost five Hentenants, tiie captain of marines, pia^ 
ser, surgeon, boatswain, gunner, carpenter, ten mates 
acnd midshipmen, and all the rest on board. This 
calamity happened in 48° 33' north latitude, and 43 
2d' longitude. Captain Inglefield and the survivors, 
being afterwards tried by a court-martial, were honour- 
aWy acquitted of all blame on the occasion. 
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Ir vw on Hm HofSt of Msasik^ 179l» ibat Capteaa 
DoPVkL Woodward, tinon diief mate d the £iiCor{nriio, 
hiuiid firon Batavia to Manitta, kft the Mp in the 
stnols of Macasaar. He was sent m an open boat 
wilh five aeamen: two were Americans, namely, 
WiOiam Gideon and John Cole, itm latter a lad aged 
nittetoen ; two were BngHshmen, Gfteorge WilMamioa 
aoid Robert €^bert ; and Archibald HiUar, a Sooteho 
man. Woodward himse4f was an American, a mrtiver 
olBoflft(Hi» United States, a tall tiun man o£ a hat 
eeo^xion, tonparate in his habits, and capable of 
endHring great hardsh^. 

1^ Snterpriae had been six wetks trying to heat 
up the straits, and n^urly all the proviakms on boaod 
were eonsamed. On the day already mentioned tiiey 
haddeseried a strange sail, and thejurrand of the boat 
waa to endffikimir to purchase ^yisions. In their 
boat tiiey had n^her water, food, nor compass. They 
had an axe, a boat-hoc^, two pocket-knives, a useless 
g[wi, and forty dollars in money. Tb^ boat was a 
flmF-oared one without a saiL Ihey reaehed the 
strange vessel about sunset during a squall of wimi 
from the land and a heavy rain which, obscured the 
ijhaoaphere so that they could not see their Teasel, 
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wMe the ship they had hoarded had only just provi- 
sions enough to enahle her to reach China, whither 
she was hound. 

Night came on totally dark, and Woodward and his 
five men were advised to remain on hoard until 
morning. To this they gladly consented, seeing they 
had no chance of finding their own vessel in the 
dark. When morning came, the ship they were in 
was at the same place as on the preceding night, but 
the Enterprise was not in sight from the mast-head, 
and the wind blew fair to carry her out of the straits. 
Woodward did not wish to be carried to China, and 
therefore left the vessel, feeling, as it was, that they 
met very cool treatment. The master told Woodward 
it was a great chance if he ever found his own ship 
again, and gave him a bottle of brandy, but no 
provisions nor water. He added twelve musket car»» 
taridges at Woodward's request. It was noon when they 
pushed off from the strange ship on their forlorn un- 
dertaking. They were in latitude 9° south of the line, 
and they steered southward in hope of falling in wi& 
their own vessel. About twelve at night they reached 
an island, on which they landed in expectation of find- 
ing fresh water. They made a large fire, trusting theif 
vessel might see it, but in vain. In the morning they 
ascended the highest land in the island, but could not 
discover their ship. No water or anything fit to be 
eaten was fi)und on the island, and they re-embarkeii 
with heavy hearts, still continuing their course down 
i^e middle of the straits. 

Ihey continued to ply their oars until the secoikS 
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d»j without tasting anything but the brandy, which 
by evening was exhausted. The weather was squally 
and rainy. They all took their turn at the oars, 
WSitehing and sleeping in the same manner. Their 
complaints of hunger and thirst were now very great ; 
but, as is always the casO) the sufferers were most 
«amest for water. The third day was passed in una- 
srailing expressions of hope that they should find their 
ship, but the sun went down on their. disappoint- 
ment. The fourth day they looked in each other's 
faces with marks of deep anxiety and anguish. The 
£fth day was passed in silence, despondency, and 
^loom. The men gazed on each other ghastly and 
wild. Woodward had no doubt that ideas of the most 
4esperate and fearful kind were passing in their minds, 
and he was very apprehensive of the consequences. 

To preserve moisture in his mouth. Woodward him- 
self kept a piece of lead in it, from which he fancied 
be derived benefit. In the pangs of his hunger he 
swallowed a bit of wood. He also rinsed his mouth 
with sea-water frequently, but did not swallow it. His 
companions drank their own scanty urine. The bodies 
•of all of them had become hot and feverish, and their 
anouths parched. The night dews were cold and 
heavy ; but these seemed, on the whole, rather bene- 
ficial to them than otherwise, perhaps from the 
Absorption which took place by their skin alleviating in 
A slight degree their raging thirst. Woodward himself 
fiiej^ very little. 

One of the expedients adopted with great good 
jROBse, and practised with very excellent ^flfoct to relieve 
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limr svAeiags «8 long «v it «ms pawibto to ^o le, 
was that of tflffiag stones. Of tbase Woodwwd oeens 
to hav« had a stw^. He looolleoled Umt Oaptn 
iBflefi^ faa4 done the sanie when he escaped ftsln 
thewiedL0ftke€6iitaiiruil7d3. WoodnttidandUs 
ooBpanions at first eren sang songs. It ivlie^ 
their doqKNudeney, and prodneed fat the lime dHor- 
ftdness aiid tranqwUlitf . IngMekl's mrmti^ of the 
loss of the Centaur, fiolwel s acooant of the BladL 
Hole at Calcntta, and the scripture history of JooefA 
and his bntfaren,>he relatod o¥er and over i^am to 
Ins companions. Their attention seened fixed m 
them; they requested the repetition, and inqaind 
into Ike facts. The perseverance they displajFid, 
and, in tmUh ^Mir ultimate ppesen^ction, Woodwaird 
mamiy attribcrted to thus direitiBg tkeir thou^ito 
froBi their own calamity. Of course this oovU only 
ha^v been e^lcaoious during the first two or three days. 
What they began to look wild and ghastiy at eaoh 
other, it is probable Ike sUnies were not repeats^ 
Vfh9t a pnof of the power of tiie mmd upon the 
body! The story of Joseph and fatt brethuMi ilhwi 
ating the sul&migs of seaflsen on a wide s^ m an 
«pen boat, nearly peririung fix)m iiainine — ndiats 
vqwtery is nsa ! 

Woodward wms a b^iever in dseams, and he wm 
-aooording to hk own acoomst, much snppocted h^fiie 
4k» pefsuatton he should see his home and wile 
again: the conviction of this was fiomnont in his 
Bind dmmg aU liieir hardiAiips. 

JU JMigth, after sk days* oo nw o in tfan 
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.4udtig which time they ware near foimdmag, ewii^ 
to a heavy sqmall ffoia the aouth-west, which foned 
Ih^n to kee^ heiore the wind, the island of Celebes 
appealed in sight They lesehed to p> oa shore lo 
aeareh for semethiiig to eat. Afterwards th^ he^^ 
to proceed to Macassar, which they judged might be 
«hout three degrees to the southward oi the spot at 
which th^ then wen. 

They did net close with the land until day-hmah» 
when they saw two proas, or Malay boats, and rowed 
towaids them. Those on board put themsdves in an 
(^fensive attitude, notwitiietanding which the nearly 
feonished mariners aj^preached in hopes of obtaining 
feed. On making signs for some, the Malays, per- 
oeiying there were no arms in the boat, began to put 
4m their creeses or daggers. Still soliciting fbrsome- 
thing to eat, but in yain, three of the seamen got 
into the first proa and begged some Indian com, bat 
eould obtain only three or four ears. Woodward now 
•fimd the chief a dollar for two eocoa-nuts, which he 
took, but would not give tine nuts. Instead of doing 
aa, he came with another Malay directly into the 
fooet, and began foraging for money with a drawn 
diggarinhishand. Woodward took the ase to defend 
liimself, and the boat being cast loose, the Makys left 
iMr. They fired a pistol and snapped a musket at 
Woodward and his men without effect Keeping eff 
tern tiM first proa, they rowed towards the secend, 
whkik fivbade them to come near. Thek utaatMn 
heing despevate, they determmed to pull for the shen, 
W«adw»d toaded, hnt was soon obUgedtore-embadc, 
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on account of the proas sending down persons to 
attack him and his enfeehled men. Again they took 
to their hoat, and getting about four miles more to 
the northward, out of sight of the proas» they landed 
near some cocoa-nut trees. Too weak to climb them, 
they contrived to cut down three with difficulty. In 
the mean time the Scotchman, Millar, returned to the 
boat, to desire two of the seamen who were in it to 
come and assist while he kept the boat. The fourth 
tree was cut down, when a cry was heard fix>m Millart 
andj on going to see what caused it, the boat was 
seen hX some distance from the land, full of Malays, 
and Millar lyiiig dead at the water s edge. 

Woodward and the four seamen having lost every- 
thing, even to the best part of their clothes, fled into 
the mountains, and concealed themselves among the 
dry leaves. There they lay quiet the remainder of 
the day, having still to encounter hunger, wild beasts, 
and men. Not thinking it safe to travel in the day, 
they set out at night, and took a star, bearing south, 
for their guide. They soon lost sight of the star, 
owing to the underwood and trees, supposing them- 
selves right, but, to their mortification, they found 
they had only made a circuit, and were at daylight 
near where they had first set out, having gone round 
instead of over the mountain. They hid themselves 
as before during the day, and at night set out by the 
sea-side, in hopes to reach Macassar that way. For 
.six nights they thus proceeded, gmng into the woods 
to sleep in the day, where they saw many wild beasts, 
Imt none attacked them. Woodward was armed with 
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the boat-hook, the others had only the axe, two 
pocketrknives, and four clubs, which they cut in the 
woods. 

On the sixth day from their landing they were 
very faint, weak, and hungry. They had parted 
from the ship thirteen days. A little water found in 
the hollows of the trees, and berries gathered in the 
woods, were all their sustenance. Their feet were 
sore, for they were without shoes, and their bodies 
were lacerated with briers and brambles. Woowdard 
yras better than his men, keeping his spirits well up, 
and his mind constantly engaged. 

On the morning of the thirteenth day of their 
journey, they came to a mountain by the side of a 
deep bay, where, at a little distance, they saw Malays 
fishing. Woodward found some berries of a yellowish 
col-jur, which he ate heartily, but his companions 
could not touch them, yet three, of them ate the 
leaves of the bushes. 

They now consulted together upon taking a canoe 
from the natives and embarking in it, or contriving a 
raft on which they might venture to sea, to make the 
island where they first landed after they left their 
ship, a very ill-judged proceeding, when it afforded 
them neither water nor provisions. These schemes 
were frustrated by three of the party who had eaten 
the leaves of the bushes being attacked with pains 
in the intestines and vomitings, so that they uttered 
loud cries all the following night. In the morning 
these three poor fellows were objects of pity, looking 
more Uke spectres than men. Woodward did not dare 

VOL. II. R 
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to pity them, lest he should alfect their spirits, buthv 
addressed them roughly, toM them they would socn 
be better, and able to move again the following night 
He brought them about a pint of water firom the 
hollow of a tree, they complaining bitterly of thirB|i 
and he made them suck it through a reed. They 
were so exhausted, that, after taldng it, they lay down 
powerless. It wa&thus clear that proceeding to Ihe 
island as they proposed was impossible. It was thea 
agreed by all that they should deliver themselves xxp 
to the natives, except John Cole, one of the Ameri* 
cans, who said he would ra^er ^ in the woods thm 
be massacred by the Malays. Woodward here exerted 
his authority, but Cole came into the scheme wifli 
great reluctance. 

They concealed tibeir weapons in the earth, together 
with their solitary dollar, near a large tree whidi 
served them for a mark to find them again, and 
then set out for the bay where liiey had seen the 
Malays in the morning/ uncertain whedier life or 
death would be the result of tiie step. On arriving 
at the beach they could not see a single native. At 
length they found three giils fishing in a brook, wh» 
ran away at their approach. They followed them fix 
some time, and then sat down upon a fallen tree and 
waited the event. In a short time three men wen 
seen approaching firom the direction in which Ha 
girls had gone away. Woodward alone went to meat 
them, begging his companions to sit still. He pit* 
oeeded until he had come within a very short distUMt 
of them, when they drew their creeses. Woodwwi 



irfranced un^ he was nh&Bl% tvre yasris fifotn them» 
iHienlie fe!l on his knees tat9^ eravei mercy. The 
liiday« then shod& hands wifh him, loek away Ine 
bat and ent the huttons Arom his eoat, hat they <itd 
Ism ne ether mischief. They treated hie eompa- 
slens in the same manner. 

They gave Woodward fi^e coooa-nnts, and took him 
to a town eaUed Travalla, where they were all placed 
ftear Hie seat of judgment, and awaited the entrance 
eTthe rajah. He was a ti^, well-made man, with • 
fierce, wild look. He bore a creese with a blade twc^ 
Ihet and a half long, brightly polished. He had a red 
hsn^erehief on his head, a pair of short breeches, 
wild a ginBe round h» waist. He ixed his eyes on 
the seamen, and Woodward then approached him, so 
near as to place his foot upon his own head, as a 
token of Btdbmission. A consnftation toek place 
stnoRg the Malays, and the chief brought five pieces 
•f beetie-nttt, and gave Woodward one, as a token of 
fiModship. This made the mind of the eaptam « 
IMe more at ease. The afternoon approached, and 
Woodward and his companions lay down to sle^ 
When they awoke, they were conveyed to the rajah*8 
ksuse, and hsA some sago bread and peas provided 
fye them. A number of strange Malays came «!id 
showed great surprise at Woodward's height and size, 
he b«ing six feet and an inch. They had never seen 
a man so tall* The captives went to sleep until mom- 
iat^, when they were awakened by the concourse of peo- 
fle wfce Gsime to see them. A coooa-nut and an ear di 
Ijidian eom were thdr alkwanee at dinner and sup* 

b2 
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per. Thej were not pennitted to go' out, except (» 
bathe. Two men shortly arrived; one of thmi^ 
named Tuan Hadjee, spoke a few words of Englsdii* 
Moorish, and Portuguese. When he found who Wood^ 
ward was, and whence he had come, he asked the 
rajah permission to ransom both him and his oom- 
panions for a hundred dollars in gold-dust, but it W88 
refused. Upon this Tuan Hadjee went awaj; 
Woodward and his companions were now empk^ed ia 
making bread in the woods» but were hardly allowed 
enough to sustain life. 

A^r the expiration of two months, the prtsoneis 
were permitted to walk about the town during the 
day, but were guarded at night. Two of the men 
were seized with fever, and Woodward was left at 
home to take care of them. On returning (me day firom 
a walk, about a mile from the town, he found that 
Williams, one of his men, had killed a hog, which is 
held in abhorrence by the natives. They were hooted 
at in consequence,' and obliged to dress it on the sea- 
shore. They smoked the meat and hid it in die 
woods for a further supply. Peo{^came from aH 
parts of the country to see the whites. Notiiing mate 
was heard of the old priest Tuan Hadjee, but tfaey 
fbund he lived only eight miles off, in the town of 
Dungalla. 

At Parlow, on a bay of that name, the head njah 
resided, and the whites were conveyed thither. The 
sick men went in a proa, while Woodward and ^ 
others travelled with a guard ovm land. Their ftet 
were cut by the sharp stones, and the son 
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^fccetBiTely hot. They readied Paflow at ten o*clock, 
«mI were supplied with a hot suffer of rice and 
greens. On the third day they were conducted into 
l&e presiBi&ce of the rajah, attended by two thousand 
persons. A musket was brought, and they were 
asked if they understood its use, to which they 
answered in the affirmative. There "W^oodward 
eaoght a fever from the humidity of the rice-grounds. 
A woman behaved very kindly to him, gave him tea, 
a pillow, and mats, and sent him boiled rice. The 
rajah appointed a house for them, and an old womail 
tried to remove the disorder under which Woodward 
Utoured, by incantations. The fever soon got better. 
There was a Dutch port about seventy miles distant, 
tiie governor of which sent for Woodward, but he re^ 
ihsed to go, fearing he should be forced into the Dutch 
service; he rather wished to get to Macassar. . Wood- 
ward remained at Parlow eight months. The town Ues 
in latitude about 1° 30' S., or nearly so. Woodward 
waked permission to go to Travalla, the place which 
Ihey had first visited. He was sent in. a proa, the 
captain of which had orders to prevent his seeing 
Dimgalla, the town where Tuan Hadjee resided. 
They were fortunately becalmed when opposite to it, 
finnn which Woodward was able to ascertain its situa- 
tion with accuracy. On his arrival at Travalla, pro- 
vluoDs being scarce, he was kept upon green pompions 
for sub^tence, which weakened his health so much, 
be could scarcely walk. 

He now went to a village some distance off, and 
begged Indian, com, of which he got a few earf 




«0V and HMD, «mI pst tbam voder 
MMirity. He liieii took a Mi^, wbo fa»d 
to hmi,totlie spotwbefthe had Indwtdi bia 
paniens their boat-hook, am, and knitea, and tfaeae 
he preaented to htm. He toak eava, however, to aft> 
eiele the doUar Ibr iHuia ]iwpoaas. He i»0vidfid 
binieelf with a ipearofbaahoo»aiida^h«ttgh««aidad 
hy three men Ukd two woiaen, who slept m &e aaiBa 
house, ha got i^ aeere^, took \m tpeat nd waat to 
^e sea, hoping to stoal a oaaoe. He wieoeedad m. 
ia^og one, hot it proved to laaky, he was obliged to 
ftttback. He waa lortimMe enraigh to retwm to d» 
house, without hawig been ndaaed. Ho iSbtm ^ 
tttmined to make tha itttempt by ki^, tasd o M Miaadnil 
in raaohing Doogatta, just as the enwing o£ tlM <?aek 
mnnoaneed ihie mernii^. The town waa sivisundeft 
by a fenee of wood. No (»e was atiiiing» and 
Woodward bent hit steps into the heart of the i^aea. 
Hie first person he saw was a man owning out of the 
public buikUng, who fnoved to be the servant of Tuaa 
Hadjee, of whom he was in search. TfaemaB,whBii 
he saw Woodward, tamed baek, saying " Fvia. Satosi 
Puta Satan r whish meant «* a w^te deril is a^tiag 
there/' A man who hadsaen Woodward at TnmiBa 
th^ came out, and taking his haad, said, ** S toenwaa," 
meaning '*meaimate,'* and then led him to T^tao 
Hadjee. The priett and hit wife, a gad aboot aiacF- 
te^i years of age, then got up. They asked Woodward 
if be was hungry, and on his replying in the aiii«ma» 
tiipe, ordered him some riee and fish. Tha diatanoa he 
iuNl travelled was about nine milca. Ha wmt scaaedf 



mmfemtmiik any gaxmeiUs, loid what ha had^era liiU 
€€««imiB. Woodwaid presented his dollar to ^e priest* 
^ihe adding two more, hought him linen isa a ahift» 
jaeitrt, and a pair of trowsers. The chief of Travalla 
•MDt to DungaUa to dMnand Woodward, hut Tuan 
Hadjae and the riyah of Dungalla refused to deliver 
him vfk They told him that, in three months, they 
would convey him to Batavia, or to Macassar, and 
defked him to send for the fimr men from Patlow, 
.whb had remained there while Woodward went in the 
proa to Tnuralla. The old priest procured a slip of 
paper, and with a hamhoo pen he wrote to the men 
by the captain of a proa to come away to him secretly. 
They aneoeeded in getting away, and greatly to the 
j(^ of all, reached Dungalla in safety. They left 
Padow in the evening during a feast, and arrived at 
JE)ungaUa about twelve the next day. The distance 
was n<rt more than twelve miles. 

Tuaa Hadjee proposed to set off in a lew days, first 
making a short trip to procure some proviBioBS. 
Woodward ronained behind with the family of the 
priest. The four seamen were lodged in the house of 
•loibUc business, and food was procured for them l^ 
the ngah. Before the return of the old priest, they 
I^^M^mft short of provisions, and were obliged to go 
further up the country, where they were supplied by 
others of the same tribe. 

The nyah of Parbw, enraged at the rsfjah of Dun- 
galla for not delivering up Woodward and his men, 
made an attack upon the town. The people of the 
jj^lace ^ia their crops, and recalled Woodward and 
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men. Woodward being anned with a muBket, w^ 
stationed in a tower where there was a swivet-gan; 
which he was to use in their defence. In a skirmish 
between the two towns, eight of the people of Doia* 
galla were slain. The rajah now refused leave for 
Woodward to go to another town with Tuan Hadje^ 
telling him he must remain at Dungalla, and keep 
guaid. Upon which, taking the guns, and all they 
had belonging to the rajah, they returned them to Mm, 
Woodward saying he wished to go to Macassar. The 
rajah said he should not. They were now obliged to 
subsist by begging, untQ Woodward's patience being 
exhausted, he came to the resolution of stealing a 
canoe, and his men agreed to the plan. They w^^ 
however, surrounded by armed men, when they weie 
going to put thdr scheme into execution, and taken 
before the rajah. Woodward said they got nothing to 
eat, and were determined on that account to get away; 

Woodward, finding the old priest had proceeded torn 
place called Sawyah, followed him with the four men; 
and giving him the slip, embarked in a canoe, bid 
tiiey were captured on their way by a proa, and taken 
to the old priest, from their saying they were going 
after him. The old man gave them some rioe; and 
sent 'back the canoe to Dungalla. They remained 
some tiftie with him there, and he presented to 
Woodward an island lying in the bay, which he made 
him take possession of in due fbrm. They were soon 
after employed in making sago, at a place called Dum^ 
palis, which they bartered for fish or cocoa-nuts. * 

Tuan Hadjee went to a place called Ibmboo, and' 
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Woodward declined going witb him. He was to return 
in about twenty days. In the interim, a proa bound 
to SoK), one of the Philippines, touched at the place 
where they had been left, and Woodward agreed with 
^e master^ to take them to Solo. English ships 
oeeasionally touched there, and it was but seven days 
sail off. The master of the proa, instead of taking 
them to 60I0, took them to Tuan Hadjee, and disclosed 
their intrigue mth him ; Woodward then avowed his 
wish to proceed to Solo or Macassar. Tuan Hadjee 
was very angry, and after this treated them with great 
neglect. His conduct affected Woodward greatly ; 
even the natives seemed to shun them ; in fact their 
duplicity had operated so much against them in the 
eyes of the people, that they could scarcely expect 
different treatment. Woodward was moved even to 
teiLTS by their conduct. Tuan Hadjee then relented, 
clasped Woodward in his arms, and told him, while he 
had himself a mouthftil, he, Woodward, should not 
want The old priest then ordered them some supper, 
and they remained with him ten days. It is probable 
the old man dared not thwart the will of the rajah of 
Bungalla. Woodward therefore determined to seize a 
canoe, and get to Macassar at all risks. He went to 
Work and made five paddles. He then sent the men 
to beat out rice for the natives, who always paid for 
the labour with a share. In two days they collected by 
Ibis means between four and five quarts. They were 
unwilling to touch the property of private indivi- 
duals, and therefore planned to steal the rajah's canoe, 
Wt he had ordered it to be drawn up from the sea. ' 
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!• Tombooi where they then wese, W4iodwaf d boiP* 
xieired it te go out and fish. Ha caught atsven^ and 
ahared them with the people to whom the canoe be^ 
iM^d. Woedward tbui asked fo k at mgkU to ga 
Iflhing agaiiL. They refused the loon* m timating 
thai it was at his service for the day» but not the 
sights That nighty thexefeie, determined to steal ibi 
fianee» which was made Ujfit to tl^ stem of the pnoiw 
When all were asleqpi* Woodward went towards the 
jma, leaving orders with his men>thatif he suoeeeded 
in s^nng it, liiey were to come down to the beaeb a 
«mall distance o£ Woodward heard some talking in 
the pioa when he came up to it The oanee was £Mt 
to the stem, he entered it n^erthelesst havinga fiahr 
ing line in his hand, tlmt, if descried^ it might be 
thought he was going to fish. He remained undisr 
joev&red, and pushed off the canoe ; then he gpt it to 
the beach and took in his men, who had their little 
stock of pr(»rision, consisting only of lour quarts oC 
jrioe, and two of sago. The latter waa u n b aked. 
They had oon«derable difi&culty to procure a fira 
Woodwaod luckily had the blade of a IXUch knife and 
aflint^withsome tindermadeof theharkof a tree used 
£Dr that purpose by the natives, and they were thus £»• 
tunately able to make what they could scarcely havs 
done without, even in the warm climate of Celebes 
The natives were observed to sthke fire with a piece of 
china and a bamboo, but this was beyond their skilL 

They now proceeded as rapidly as they oould 
towards the south* calculating. Macassar to te 



Mmwrascams or suwrm wooowAKSh. tst 



I iboBt five iigiew in tfasi dkeetkn. After 
^ teie chiQFS at sea, a stnmg southerly wmd came oi^ 
jt «Ml tkey were necrly lost Woodwwd was in he]Mt 
i temako^ieftheteinseiBeffeoewlieveiioiiihabitJMti 
i «Mdd be foimcL Just as they imagined they bed 
loeeeeded, they ctisoovered a small proa making lor 
^ra witkall its power. Weodward taeked diroeHy^ 
\m the proa socri came ap, and ke reeognixed aU-the 
Malays. They asked whe|e he was hoand ; he re» 
|iBed to Mmcassar. They tokl him he mnst pot b»ck« 
$ l^ toek in ttieir soil, and wem nnming foefote the 
ft ^fM rieee by the oaaee. They then ordered Woo«U 
^ imiaadhismesonbeasd. The latter, seeiBg the proa 
Kt HIM weakfy manned, havmg only ire men, 'wetm 
|, dttemaaed not to be taken, they, ^ersfeie, rowed 
dbeetfy to windward. This the pioa, from her weight 
^. eeald not do readiiy, and getting up their sail, i^xf 
^^ nm iaite the famd. The oamoe was in great dangei; 
1^ ^ the sea was high, and it became necessary to g» 
•n shcBre. This they detonnined to do as &r as pos«^ 
iible ftem where Ihe proa had made the land. They 
veie de^ro«s too of awiiding any of the inhaMtante. 
Iftettag nene, they went en shore at Tannamare, alKMit 
Avelve leagues sooth of TravaUa. They laired* 
baided up their canoe, and made a &e, int^iding to 
Book some rice. One of the men having broke Ina 
fMik winle going along the beach to get a stiek to 
>^id it, w» seised by two Malays. One of them 
(n^Fed to be the captain of the proa which hadbniaght: 
Weoiwatd from Pailow to TravaUa. They had oen» 
^ M ^tabte diffieulty in getting clear of these bcmb, and 
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jumfiing ioto th* canoe, they pulled awif . ThayvVK 
IMMed the place where the proa lay which badchaaei 
them in the morning ; hut a heavy squall* thunder 
and lightning, coming on at the time, fayoured their 
eaoapc along shore in the dark, and also afiforded 
them water, of which they had none. When dqr 
broke, they found themselves a good distance, to the 
southward, and for two or three days saw nothing le 
alarm them. 

. On the eighth day they came to a part ef the 
island which appeared well cultivated, and thickly 
inhabited. They saw a good many towns, and pro^ 
in the harbours. At one retired place they landed 
to. procure some fresh water to drink with tbeir raw 
nod, and had just drunk a draught eacb when three 
canoes were observed ccnmng to the spot where tbsy 
had landed. They, therefore, pulled off again aad 
Irapt on all day. Just as the sun went down, they 
eaw two canoes fishing, and went alongsi^ them to 
inquire how far they were from Macassar. Seeoif 
that those who addrrased them were white mod, tbiy 
pulled away towards the shore, desiring their pw- 
aiaen to follow them. Two proas lay not Ihr off i^ 
ancluHr, and only one old man appearing to be on 
board, they asked him where the captain was : iv 
which* he came on the deck, armed with a spear, and 
called up two or three others also armed with spean. 
The captain, upon hesuing Woodward was bound to 
Macassar, said he could not get there fbr a month 
and a day. He then invited Woodward and his mm 
#n board the proa, which they declined, wished hini^ 
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^ood niglii,'and pushed ofT. The captain called to'a 
canoe i^m the shore to give chade, and four Malays 
aceordihgly 'set off in pursuit, who continued the 
diase until' ten or eleven o'clock,'* when they lost 
sight of them. Woodward now stood in again towards 
the shore. 

At daylight the next morning, two fishing canoes 
ran alongside. An old and intelligent man from one 
of them came into the canoe, and Woodward asked 
him how far off Macassar might he. He replied it 
would take thirty days to reach it, hut at last con-^ 
fessed it might he reached in two. Woodward noW 
d&ected his cocbrse along the shore. In the evening, 
a proa fkill of men was seen setting off from the shore. 
It soon came up, and took Woodward and his me^n 
prisoners to the town of Pamhoon. Stripping theta 
itf all they wore,- they were conducted to the house 
<tf the rajah,' where Woodward was examined. He 
told them where he was hoimd, and thdt he must 
not he stopped. ' The rnjah asked Woodward if he 
understood the use of a gun ; he replied in the nega^ 
tive, saying he was a sailor, and not a soldier. He 
thai showed Woodward ahout a hundred stand of 
arms, and wished him to remain and take Ihe charge 
of them. He also offered Woodward a wife, which he 
ako refused. Some supp^ was then sent to them, 
and they slept surrounded hy a guard of twenty 
Malays. 

On the following day, Woodward hegged the rajah 
would send them to Macassar, for if they were de- 



llManar. Tlw nfi^ tbsm ealMk ihm eaptam^ * 
pmmand told hini to ^et whsl h0 eonid finrtltt^ 
flMien» and if he oma\A get iM^ihig, terl«t #Kn gn. 
n» pffoa iR» not <^nte ready; «n4 '^Pwdvird ^w»«» 
overcome, that he became ill. The mn b\auud Ub 
•iHNitder and csmed a me, nd he Irad se etmtig a 
Ibver iiiK>a him when tbe proa waa ready t»«ifl« tia* 
1w was net able to atand ; tiwy, Iherefoie^ «med 
kin* and laid him o& Ite ban tek witfaoirt soneng 
ef any kind. Tbe aiglitB won eold inth rain, and 
Hie days hot. The tlvmght ef reaehing MacassBT 
akae kept him alffe. Pambooa, w h t ue thej wer^ 
^paa 01^ about ninety or a hundred nnles frou Ma^ 
eaasar, and is tliree days Ui^ reached a nnall idani 
ddied San Bottam, nine leagsraa frem Maeaasai!, 
when tfaey -were left two days on bovd ^e proa. 
They were not suffered to haad. Woodward at hot 
•eat one of die men, named WHlianis, by stealth, to 
till the n^ Ihat he was on board si^ and wanted 
to eome on shore. ¥^lliams soon getamed wi& the 
Ming« ^at the rajah would shortly semi for him. 
In half an hour afterwards an order eame by the 
vs^*s 0wn son to the captvn of the pnm, dessing 
hkn to let hk eaptii^es «ome on shore. They were 
uistmtly rdeased, and eradncted to the n^idi,to 
whom 1i»y related their story. He ordered them 
acme rice for refreshment, and commanded a proa 
to be got ready to take t^em to Macassar. Hiey 
reached Macassar the Mewing day, being the 0^ 



leoith of Juoe, 1795, ftfler Mb^ nkMtoan day« «ft 
Himr veyage fifom TonftMOi, whesev tkty«K«p«d, and 
two yean and five months in captiinly. 

At Maeassar, the itigiiv?ee were OMt kosplfeabljr 
me^yed by the Dutch gevomor, WiQnm Pitti 
Jaeobson, a natrre of Amstradom. Everythiiig thit 
the kindeat attention oould affiird to allemte the past 
niaeries of Woodward and hia men was kmshed vpon 
I2iem by tlna exccUent Dntdiman. He wevld not 
take a hiH for tiro expenses he had been at on their 
account, and only hoped there was nothing mota that 
would contribute to ^eir comfort. He shed tears at 
parting from them, on the first of July, and gaiv 
them letters to the goyomor of Batana. They also 
carried away presents from some of the people of 
Macassar, who pitied their misfortunes. Woodward 
reached Batavia on the eleventh of July. The oap^ 
tain of the proa was a Malay, and a very agreeable 
nan, so that tiie passage was pleasant The governor 
of Batavia gave Woodward an audience, and he soon 
acfter got his five oompai^ns engaged by the captain 
of an American ship, the Bets^, bowid to Boston in 
iSbe United States. 

Woodward found at Batavia Captain Saads, an old 
acquaintance, and embarked as his chief mate for 
Calcutta, on the twentieth of July. They urivod 
there in two months. At Calcotta, his sttury dictt* 
iating, and having friends, he soon got the oonmaod 
of a county ship ^n under repair. While thus 
employed, the very captain <^ the Enterprise, frou 
whose vessel he had three years before been lostin tiM 
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to tibe Ifttd aQd^aYed* wbenreioery lu^e af an Bsal- 
Anoe of moie thfui a hour or two .looger waft ^toi 
np. The«biy^ 80«oi afterward3 went to pieces. Cap- 
taia Pellew and Ms feUow aduentucer were tbe iast 
whtt quitted the-^vetsel. 

Mai^y -tlvipwreoks might daim apnoii^ to thatef 
.thePuttoa^ bothinregpect to date and to the distiesa- 
ing interest of the detail, and« therefi)re» have a jn^ 
jDlaimVto precede it in these pages ^ hut a few Jbona 
before it was penned, the announcement A]n[>eared HuU 
ihe hereic saviour of the Dutton's crew, and the eon- 
^^leror of Algiers, had ceased to heLong to the ILidng. 
Jhafe^ent seemed todemand for it the preferenoe, as a 
bumble record not less ^f the fortunate escape of the 
erew,thcui of .the heroic humanly jof.tbeii.presene^ 
who is gathered to his fathers. 

Gn the third of January, 1807v, the Nantibis slocf- 
of-war WM *sent to England with despatches from 
Admiral Sir Thomas Louis, at GonstantinQide. A 
j&esh breeze took her safely through the DardaneDcfl;, 
and she soon reached the Greek isluids. The ab^ 
<^was appioachiug Negr(^at, and the UAYigatioii in 
.that part of those narrow seas nequijred the greateat 
Attention. As the wind blew hard* the pilot recom- 
mended that the vessd should lie to imtil the next 
morning, as night was iq[)proaching. They ahi^Md 
ibeir ooume for Falcon^a^ which with Anti-Milo t^ 
made in the evening. The weather was too hazy tD 
descry the island at Milo. The pilot now jefiigned 
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CafttBin Pahn^r oomrnamded IJbe ^tatikis, mid 

^ving se well «seeirtsi»Bd 4iiB siMMttiMi iroia t^e 

'Ciglrt'Qif TiAeenera, and eager tOfMcesdiaBiNpicajrms 

'^sBiMe upon M& ^vc^age, laid down 4he 'onine ifor 

iJie ship during the night, and weirt 'h6h>w to goTto 

%ed,iB7hich1ie had not done for threenighjlB.preeKliDg. 

'^Ihe -night ^as^ dark, 'hut with kglttiiing*ao ivnid, Hksit 

%7 its sdd landmighthave^been eaBil3r«een mt^ oonfii- 

€erable distsnee. The gate 8^1 Jwihe ae d y and the 

^lihip'went nkie knots an hont. The«eawa8 high, 

«Rd the lightning oontimted briyiaiit, when ahofot haif- 

"pofit two in the morning Idftf land w9b seen, which 

was supposed to he Cerigetto, and'lton^mtdi om- 

chided from thence that .all was lig^t The ihip*8 

Qoorae was naw changed in aider to pass tiiat ishuid, 

vnd <^e continued on the same point until half«past - 

four, when Ihe cry of ^ Breakers ahead ! '' was'iieard 

^from those on the lodL-«ut» toad tiie -ship sttvck 

-fkhnest immediately afterwards. 

The shock was very violent, for Ihe vesael had heen 
gdng at a rapid rate through 'd&e water. Tfaoseiiii 
bed were fkmg out, and rushed iaamadtaftaly xxfon 
deck, w^re 'they were ohliged to hold an by the 
lagging to aaoure themselYes. The ladders below 
quickly gave way, fiir 4i» crater rudifid hi ^a|Mily» 
and unfortunately some were left atrv^^i^g m it. 
Hie captain, who had -not ^ne to bed at raU, aaine 
ftpon deck, mid instantly ssideatuiiBed .to removevs. 
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much as i^ossiMe the general alarm. He then weBt 
hack to his eahin, and destroyed his papers and pn« 
vate signals. Hie sea lifted up the vessel, and tlien 
let her &11 with great violence on the rock. The 
crew were now ohUged to take to the rigging, wli^« 
tiiey remained exposed to the spray of the sea and 
the cold of the night. They could not see the length 
of the ship around them, they only knew they w^e 
among roeks and amid a stormy sea. They hitterly 
bemoaned their utuation, and some broke out into 
lamentable cries. The lightning had ceased, and 
the deep darkness which prevailed rendm^ th^ 
situation mote terrible from its uncertainty. About 
half an hour before break of day the main-miot 
fell over upon the rock, and by this means they were 
enabled to get upon it The giving way of the mast 
caused great confusion and loss of life, as well as 
grievous injuries to many of the crew. Capta^ 
Palmer remained the last on the wreck, and from 
this circumstance was much hurt by the violence of 
the sea before he left the vessel, and then he must 
have perished had not the seamen ventured through 
the surf to his assistance. The boats were knocked' 
to jneces, except the jolly-boat, which they endea* 
loured to haul in, but could not accomplish. - 

The ship lay between the crew and the sea» aaf 
dieltered Ihem for a considerable time from the soHl 
As she was torn away piecemeal by the waves, th^ 
became more exposed, and their situation ooBM 
Jiuently m<ne dangerous ; in fact they soon disoovetfd' 
that the^ must, at all hazards, quit the rock on whieh> 
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tb^y bad taken refuge, for another, a little distance off, 
wliioh was larger. The first lieutenant, watching 
the reflux of the waves, got thither safely, and the 
rest resolved to follow his example, for they could 
remain very little longer where they then stood. 
Seme in crossing were severely wounded, and the 
survivors suffered more in seeking this second refuge 
than they had in escaping from the ship. A quantity 
of wreck and of loose spars was driven into the 
interval hetween the rocks, among which they got 
^itangied, and hurt. They were most of them 
withcMit shoes, their feet and legs were torn by 
the rocks in a dreadful manner, and covered with 
blood. The daylight fuUy disclosed their terrible 
situation. The ocean around was strewed with wreck, 
and many of the crew were seen drifting away on. 
spars and pieces of the ship, only to perish by more 
piotracted woe than that of their comrades, who 
were already beyond the power of beholding more the 
agonies of suffering humanity. Those on the rock 
could give their friends, who were thus floating, no 
asaistanoe. All this misery had been the work of less 
than two hours. Within that time they had been 

' proudly careering over the deep in all the pride and 
Bdcuri^ of a British ship-of-war. Now some gave 
themselves up to despair; others, with wild and 
affirighted looks which spoke the sensations which 

^ passed within, seemed as if they could hardly yet 
QB^dit the fact of their existence, while a few brave 
hearts, whom no danger cx>uld shake, resigned them- 
selves to the will of Heaven, and with calm intr^« 
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dU^"' set tliemselvett to raaion inwaxcBy upon t^w 
aotal Mtoatioiit and upon the bestmeans^of allevialing 
tfaMT ovm; dntn8sea» and thx»e- of thek ooinrades* 

Ttkey wer« oait awaj^tipon a ceial rook naaiijF IovbI. 
wi^ ike ocean^ abovit three hundred yards long: by 
two hundred l»oad* The nearest i^land&weBe'Cfirii^ 
g<ri;io and Paca^ distant aboot twelve milss.. Cms 
gotto lies»nortb*we8t of Gandia. 

It was reported that the small boast aad^Mreral wane 
had escaped fi»m the wreck. This Tra» not kaowa 
tO; be the fikut^ oak the snryivon on the rocfe.relied' 
m«re npon^ being relieved by some pasraig viesseL 
They, contaved to* hoist up a long pole witil a si^sdJ 
of. ^iirtress at the top« They were unfoiEtuiiately toff 
fa)i &cm. the neig^boHrmg ialands ta be see& from, 
them, l^e weather, waa very ookL Ice had beeor 
seen upon deck the. day before the shipevrreok* Ac 
fin wa^r thenibre kmdled by using a kmf<l. atida 
flia^whiohoau&of the sailors had.i&hi» posaesaioB^, 
b)&OK»aiis^f some d^mp ptfwrder: which had oomeon? 
thft rook in.afaacreL A. species of texub wa» madft 
with pieces of sails and boardit which had oome en. 
sbwe from, the; ship» and. they weoe thus enabled te 
dry a few of the dolhes which they had ^tvied. 

The night whieh £>lk>wed was long« droiea'jf^ and. 
com£»rtieBS. The fire, was kept vsp dyuring tbe hoHfSt 
of daxloiesft in Ml vigour, in 1^ hope of ite being 
seen and understood to be a signal of disteess^ 

The rumour was oorrecl thaJt a boat had. tosAq fi&. 
escape from the wreck.. When the ship struck^ «. 
SQ^ whale-boat ww hanging wQi. thbft vossd'^ 
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xfxmetev, into wlMelrftmaiter^s imto, Snitibrfh^ ooxh 
swain, and nine men, getting, lowered themsdvei intD 
liav sea^ and iortunatdy wece enabted to got cloor of 
the ship*. They rowed fborleagnoB tiuoH^ a hemvy^ 
flbay and roaclied tiie ^bnd of Para, whifib is wata^ 
bal»tod except by atuse/pf and goato belonging to thot 
peiqpie of the neigfabeuring iskmdsi T&ey eouM taid: 
no 'WBteE, esusept a small quantity o£ uain whida had 
lodged in a hxAe of a sooki. barely suffioientfbr tiieiit 
Hie. They saiw the flre^w4ueh had boon kindlod^byt 
tiioir shipmatet during tbo nig^ and tiioBco btf^tni 
tot think some of thorn must, have snrvived» contifary) 
to their expcetatioHS. The coxswain^ impressed witMr 
tbe idea, proposed attempting l^eir relief, and pmK 
amdedfbur of the nine men to acoompany him. At 
nine in the moniing, the seeond day>* th^ leadbed 
t]ke rods, and were leceiRred witli should of 'joy. TImt 
ctnoBwaui and his little osew werO surprised toroeasos 
wamj of hift comrades aliTo. The surf ran. higby aad> 
anreral people imprudently traed to brave .^ it« Thet 
ama w ain laboured to induce that captain to oomeaway,. 
hut ke refused^ desiring him to wve his oommdeSi. 
^ Notr Sniitiu!* said Cai^ain Palmer, ** save yonr ship-' 
mates^ do not mind me/* it; was ^nn judged j^estt 
ta embark the Greek pilot foe Oerigotto, where there: 
wese some fishermen who wonld dosbtless' do theiit 
liest to lelieTe the wants of those on the xeck». 

Soon after the boat departed, the wuad increasec^ 
and everything indicated an approaching storm, ki 
two hours it blew a gale ; the sea rose and put out Ihar 
fixQ oa the rock, and compelled the people, ninety in 
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imniber, to seek the highest part of the rock fc/r n 
refuge, for there only could they obtain security. 
There they passed a night of horrors, only preserved 
from being swept away into the surf, by a rope fash 
tened round the summit of the rock, and holding &st 
by each other. The fatigue they had previously suf- 
fered rendered them very unequal to such a struggle. 
Several became delirious. Others, wanting strengtli 
to retain their hold, relaxed their grasp, and 
perished. . They were under fearful apprebensicms 
every moment that the wind would come more round 
to the north and raise the sea higher, in which ease 
Ihey would all be swept away. Nor were these aU 
the sufferings they had to endure. Many of the un- 
fbrtunate men were much bruised. One of them, m 
crossing between the rocks, at an improper moment, 
was dashed against them so as to be nearly scalped 
and was a dreadful spectacle. Even he lingered 
through that terrible night to expiro in the morning. 
Hunger, too, began to enfeeble the bodies of tiie 
suniv(xrs, and despondency at the little prospect of 
ultimate rohef, from the very rational fear that &e 
coxswain and his boat had perished in the storm, as 
they could not have got near Gerigotto when the gale 
arose. In the morning the scene was deplors^le. 
The bodies of many lay around lifeless, while others 
were seen in their last struggle with mortal paint. 
All night the sea had broken over them; some 
were victims of cold, among whom was the car- 
penter. 
As if these sufferings of the body were not enougb 
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to tiy tlie utmost <^ human ^ulurance, ibsy saw sooil 
liAer daybreak a vessel coming down before the wind» 
aad steering directly for the rock. They made ev^y 
sig^nal of distress their miserable means permitted ; 
aor were tl^y unseen, for the ship hove to and hoi^ied 
out a boat. All was now joy* They made prepara- 
tions, as far as th^ feeble powers would let them, to 
get rafts ready to float out to the boat. . It came 
within, pistol shot of them, full of men dressed as 
Europeans ; they gazed upon the poor sufferers ; the 
person steering took off his hat and waved it, and 
tiaen they rowed back to the ship. Nor was this the 
only barbarism of these people ; they employed them- 
selves the whole day in picking up the floating frag- 
ments of the wreck in sight of the unfortunate sur* 
yivors on the rock. A more disgusting act of bar- 
barity in civilized men can hardly be foimd in the 
history of naval disasters; few savage tribes have 
ever shown such inhumanity, and many a very dif- 
£^rent example. 

They had now no hope but in the salvation of their 
boat. They looked for her all that day over the beau- 
tiful ocean around them, but they looked in vain. 
The prospect of death was more than ever present* 
DeqKmdency and thirst renewed the workof m(»:tality* 
Some drank salt water; madness and death very 
i^edily closed the scene with these. Another night 
approached. The weather was more moderate, but 
scarcely less cold than before, and they crowded 
close to each other in hopes to keep in a httle warmth* 
covering themselves with their few remaining rags. 
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1Bm» fimiiiuithiMv of tiMM iviM- ivmpr m a ttiUiOF of 
uttdntM frma Immg dnmk nit waAM^ pi^mDdtod tb» 
fair iHm iPire aUe firois fiN^wtting thm anflbringw 
in ■wuimtiiij mm. At im^igbt» the ftutiiiftil oox*- 
smim hadod them ftom tile sea, aadf tokl th»in a^ 
fiihHig vessel would take* then off in tiie uuaoiog^ 
VieTeffy ftom tbe roek waBo% '"'Watoir! watee K* 
bvkil^at vaiBs; ttoboat hadsene in eartiimi yeeietoy 
b«t I h eee eoaM not he coBveyed thio«gh tbe Sufis' 
Yet Iboogh the eeswratnee. of h^ was 80»etiiiB^ 
aad tbe Htemuig arose wil^ a aan^ of spSeadour 
lnMiiiig upon thew Khr the- ilss^ tisM^ they eoaidJ 
aeenokleBiwqiol net hoa*. It was the feMtbiMomiagv 
a«d' famkkB as mil as thiist; was husy anong' tbttmiM 
Nalora eoakk suhimt herself ne longer to the le**^ 
seaet of hahit oi^ Ae kfaid Met euotioiis* of the hsavl- 
J!b» hody of a yoimg man- who- had died the pi^a*' 
ceding night dkl thes» poo? wifeie i s «e as food, fiielL 
ashing^ in thp honesty of their noble heaits, a psp- 
don of Heaven for the most venial sou they eoidd^ 
cnamitL 

What i^ief wm af&ided by ttiia alimeirt is vaU 
knoinir hut soon the hottest qpkits^ saah undnr their: 
h aK fahq m. The* eaptais, who was o^y in- his tweaity- 
siacth yea^ togetlies with hiafifsl lientenaotrdiad tiuyb 
dlQT. He- had' endeave«iffod to oomfoit the fSoiSums* 
tethe leetmoMent Of the hnrt he had reeehred in 
geMing to-the^roek he never' onee oomplaiaed ; and 
to the hot aiomeni exh^ited that fortitude hy which- 
seaae nrinds, from their undying en^gyi show thei» 
iliuM|ih over bedily ruin*^ 
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Hhey^ bad. now to pasft another night on ihe rock^ 
aad some of them began to advise the construction of 
a isft to float themsdves to Gerigotto. Ibe chance, 
of dflowmng it was better to run than abide incfvi- 
table* death from hunger and thirst. A number of 
large spars were lashed together for the purpose,. 
Tl&ey) launched the raft^ and the surf in a few mi* 
nutea broke iM to pieces fl\fe, who were becom«' 
d^perate» trusted themselves to five smaU qpars, and. 
being, carried out to sea were never mooee heard; of,n 
and most .probably perished. 

in the afternoon the coxsif^ain again appeared. He 
had found great difficulty in prevailing i^n the* 
Greek fishermen to venture their boats»firom the- 
dread, of th& weather, nor would they permit him to ' 
tai^ them. He regretted the fate of hia comrades^ 
bu;t encouraged th^n with the hope that if the next 
day was fine Ihey^ would certaiidy come., Twelfi^eon 
fourteen, of the men on the rock now plunged im-' 
patiently into the sea^ and. very nearly reached the 
boat. Two. got so fair as to be Uken in, and one waa 
drowned. The rest fortunately succeeded in regain- 
ing the rocli« Had they allreached the boat they must 
have sunk her. The weakness of those on the rock 
now- increased, and towards* the evening of that day 
it: seemed as if few could survive through the night* 
A . faeling of annihilation,, as if he was about to be 
utterly extinguished, one of the sufierers described a& 
being felt by himself; All his senses became con* 
fused, he lost his sight in a great degree. He gazed 
toiKaidat the setting sun, and fdt a full conviction h% 
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should behold it no more. Others, of stronger frames 
than his own, succumbed during the night, yet he 
survived. This is one of those unaccountable results 
in similar circumstances, for which it is difficult to 
assign a cause. In the meanwhile all seemed to 
consider the next morning the last of their existence ; 
atid while thus thinking, the Greek boats appeared. 
Water was quickly landed, the suflferers drank 
largely, which seemed to convey instantaneous invi- 
goration. The taste they described as beyond any- 
thing dehcious which imagination could form. 

There were one hundred and twenty-two people in 
the Nautilus when she was wrecked. Of these, fifty- 
eight had perished, namely, eighteen who were 
drowned when the vessel struck, one in attempting to 
reach the coxswain s boat, five on the small raft, and 
thirty-four of hunger or thirst. Fifty-one now em- 
barked in four fishing-vessels for Cerigotto, where 
they were landed the same evening, making all to* 
gether sixty-four who survived, including those taken 
a^ay in the boat. They landed at a small creek in 
Cerigotto, and had some distance to go before Uiey 
Touched the habitation of their friends. They then 
sent to Para for their comrades who had been left 
there by the coxswain. The master's mate and his 
companions had drunk aU the fresh water they could 
fihd, and lived upon the sheep and goats, and 
drinking their blood. They were in a state of great 
anxiety respecting their frierds in the boat 

The poor and humane Greeks could give the suf- 
fers no medical assistance, but they treated them 
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with all the hospitality in their power, and with the 
^eatest care. Shirts were torn up to bind the limhs 
of the wounded, who were anxious to reach Cerigo, 
of which this island, inhabited by twelve or fourteen 
poor fishermen's families, is only a dependent j they 
were all in extreme poverty. Yet poor as they were, 
tliey shared their coarse bread with the sufferers, 
jformed of pease and flour made into a paste. Now 
and then they raised a little kid. They manu&ctured 
a spirit from com which the sailors eagerly drank. 

They were eleven days at Cerigotto before the 
Greeks could venture their frail boats to sea. They 
then reached Cerigo in safety, bidding a grateful 
adieu to the famihes of their poor and kind deliverers. 
They were hospitably received by Manuel Caluci, a 
Greek native of Cerigo, who devoted his whole means 
to their service, in return for which they knew not 
how to express their obligations. All the inhabit- 
ants, /Vom the governor to the lowest class, exerted 
themselves to welcome and recreate these unfortunate 

men. 

They were three weeks on the island of Cerigo, 
when hearing that a Russian ship-of-war was off the 
Morea, at anchor, being driven in by stress of wea- 
ther, they sent to her commander soliciting a pas- 
sage to Corfu. The master set out himself to visit 
the ship, but was so unfortunate as to be blown on the 
rocks, where he nearly perished. The Russian vessel 
at last called at Cerigo, and took them to Corfu, where 
they arrived on the second of March, 1807. It is 
hq>ed that the kindness of the poor Greeks of Ceri- 
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.gotto did not go unrewarded. The unfortunate crew 
of the Nautilus had no means of recpiiting their l>«De- 
Tolenoe. What a contrast did the conduct of these 
poor people present to the unfeeling wretches who 
3>a88ed the rock, jilundered the wreck, and left so 
inanjrl)raye men to perish I^ 



Loss of tht' American ship Commerce, 1815. 

^Giihridtikr'in Junct, lfili»,itsviQ^« obsw >af ten 
ivnd Mt fiitt €m:the retorn vo]»9e on ihe tireBtQr^lMad 
«f August, in that yesuc, itttenfling to toudh »4t Ifae 
.Cape ^ Vcrd islanda, and take on board a «argo4f 
Malt. At Gibraltar atpasaengar vnm taken en boar4» 
mo. old Spaniaxd, named Antonio, a ^native of Neir 
Orieana. 

After doubfoig Cape Spartel, tiie iveatbor get in 
f^rery iuu^» bd that the ooafit of Africa waa not easy to 
%e distingaiahed, and timy wece unable to trust ^ 
•tiie observations ^vbtich they had taken. The captain 
ontended -feo •sha|ie his course between Palma and 
JXenenie, wiriiing to :&11 in with the Canaries, ihb 
jfond being ikvourable. At noon, on the twen^ 
tn^falh of August, ihBy :tDok an iobservatioB, anA 
tfound they -were in 27° SO' north latitude. The euft* 
vents had oarried them beyond thenr intended 'oourse, 
«akL the Caaianea were passed wi^ut being descried, 
aK>.ihat Ihey imagined they had gene through tte 
Ipaasage they inteDded,ms the wind had continued to 
,be .good. They weie barely able to make their obee»> 
station fiom the obscurity of the atmosphere, whidi 
inoseased towards night. After cavefhHy «L«nisniii|^ 
ih» catoilations, andnot enlythe captain but two other 
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officers having made them ako, they were naturally 
thought to he correct The course was then changed 
to the south-west fbr the Cape de Verd islands, the 
Airthest east. As night came on, the atmosphere 
was so dark that it was difficult to distinguish the 
extremity of the howsprit. Soundings were tried, 
but no water was found at the depth of a hundred 
fothoms, and the course was continued. Not feeling 
easy, the captain desired the vessel might he kept to 
the north-west, and all be prepared for anything 
that mig^t occur. It was ten o*clock in the evening, 
. when, not apprehending danger, the vessel tacked and 
went five or six knots with a good breeze and a high 
sea. In a moment the sound of breakers was heard, 
and all hands were speedily upon deck. Imagitfm 
that it was a gust of wind coming on, the sails 
re^ed, when all at once breakers were se^i to 
ward. At first they were going to drc^ aneW^ 
although nothing dangerous was observed ahead. Tba 
ship, hurried on by the current and the wind, thed 
struck with such violence, that those who were stand- 
ing on the deck at the time were thrown down. Every 
effort was made to get off the ship, biit in vain, and she 
became fixed upon the rocks. All hope of saving 
her was speedily abandoned. The crew made ev^ 
exertion, and when it was no longer possible to exeit 
themselves for the preservati(m of the vessel, they 
got up some proviuons and set the boat afloal» 
.and the eaptsdn, named Riley, with one of his men, 
got into her on the lee side of the ship. They were 
scarcely clear, when a wave almost filled the boa^ 
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yet, after being for some time beaten about, they 
succeeded in making the land, which was only five 
hundred yards distant. They had taken the precau- 
tion to carry a rope on shore from the ship, by which 
means a hawser was dragged to land and a commu- 
nication opened between the vessel and the shore* 
The long-boat with provisions was attempted to be sent 
on shore with two men by this means, but it was 
upset and borne upon the sand by the waves, which 
ran exceedingly high. A few of the provisions were 
jucked up and saved. The crew easily reached the 
land by means of the hawser, and by the assistance 
of those already on shore they were all preserved. 

The provisions and water were placed under a sort 
c^ tent, which had been constructed with the oars and 
two small sails. Their hope was not to meet with 
any of the inhabitants of that inhospitable coast, but 
by getting time to repair the injuries of their boat, 
or building a new one, to put to seii again when the 
weather became fine. By this means they trusted 
th^ should reach some European settlement. Their 
hopeff were doomed to disappointment. While they 
were drying then: garments, an Arab was seen ap- 
proaching. Captain Riley went towards him with 
every sign of friendship that he thought the savage 
would understand. He made a sign in return, that 
the captain should remain where he was, and then 
set about pillaging his property. He was old, but 
hardy and vigorous, and was soon joined by two 
women of hideous appearance, and a girl of eighteen 
01* twenty, of a good figure. There were besides half 

TOL. II. T 
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acbzen ddMreir, from six to sixteen; yearsof ago^ 
stark saked. They had a heavy hammer with them; 
an axe, and long- knives, which hnng^ in sheaths hy 
their sides. They forced and emptied the boxes an4 
tnmks, and carried the contents to ^be tcfp of tixe 
sandhills on their hacks; They emptied a mattress 
to^ wrap them in, and were much amused at seemg^ 
the feathers of the bed fly atbout in the wind. Thef 
wrapped their heads, for an instant in the laee* reSM 
they pillaged, and bound their legs np- m the sifll 
handkerchiefs,, and then added them te^ the gen^ai 
stock of pillage. 

Although Captain Riley and his men were wrthoot^ 
arms, it was easy enough to have routed* and drmn 
these savages away with what they had at band, but 
there did not seem to remain any mode of eseap» by 
sea or land, and, if driven oflF, they woi^ hardly haw 
failed to retinm with their companions andpvt liMh 
whole of the ship's company to dealit. Tliey thfere»* 
fore suffered them to plunder as long as- they ^eosed 
anything but the few pro^sions they had saved, whidi 
they determined to defend to the last nKHnent. 

About mid-day ^ae sea became ealmer, and ene ef 
the men went to the ship and pioeured' sobm- na^ 
and tools to mend the boat, about wfaieh they emp^o^^ 
themselves until night, durifug which time a g^aidy 
armed with- spars, was l^pt ronnd the tei^ Th» 
savage Arabs contrived nevertheless to steal GB9 €# 
the saiL^ which covered it. They attempted te ttkt 
the other, but Captain Riley opposed thesK Thef 
menaced him with their hatchets cmd then w«at (A 



M ftre^ waft now- made^ and seew of their prorisioiw 
-were cookect. Two men were left to gaard the toBil 
TvlvDe Hie rest riept. it may easily he oonjectured 
iSbmM they scarcely dosed their eyes. At diKwn oT 
dkf the old Arah again appeared, acctompaoied hy 
the two ^dTBalesr and two young men^ He was armed^ 
nHh » lance, which he hvaiidished abiyre hi& head. He- 
ordered Captain RHey and his naen to go towards their* 
fbapy and pointed to a troop of camds which was seen 
approaching ftom the east. The women set up loud 
borwlings/and threw sand in the air to induce 1^ 
oamel-driyers to approadi. The old Arah^ then went' 
a»d drove the guards froi» the tent^ while Captain 
Biley raft to the edge of the sea ibr a small spar to 
perry the hlows of the lance. The Arab then made a 
signs^ to the cam^-drirers that he dM not want as- 
sfitaace, fearing he should be obliged to divide the^ 
booty with them. 

Captain Riley and his men now assembled round 
tlie boat, which they tracked along in the sea by means 
ai the hawser. The crew got into it too suddenly, 
and the waves filling it, the boat sunk. They then 
took the long-boat, which had remained upon the 
^lore, and, embarking one after another, they suc- 
ceeded in gaining the lee side of the vessel, which 
1m>ke the waves off, although it was half fhll of water 
when they reached her. They now got on board, 
the captain and another remaining in the boat to 
empty her of the water. The Arabs, in the mean 
time, having increased their number by two youths 
armed with scimitars, went to the tent. The camels 

T 2 
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pame up, and thej began to load them with the sal 
and the provisions to carry them away to the interior. 
The old man now went down to the shore, and, 
breaking the barrels of water and wine which had 
been left there, let them run to waste on the sand, 
He then, with the help of his family, collected the 
trunks, boxes, books, nautical instrmnents, and al 
that had been before preserved, and set fire to them. 

The crew now saw that their provisions and water ^ 
being gone, they could only hope to e£fect their escape 
in the long-boat, although it made a good deal of 
water and was in a very bad state, or they must remain 
in the vessel, which the waves might destroy hefcste 
night, unless, indeed, they chose to perish by the 
hands of the savage Arabs. They now expected to 
see them appear in greater numbers with fire-arms. 
There was also a chance of their soon being al^ to 
reach the vessel, for a bank of sand had formed fitHa 
the place where she struck to the shore, which was 
nearly dry at low water. There could be no hesita^ 
tion on^'which course to take. They therefore secured 
some bottles of wine and pieces of salt meat. They 
had but two oars left, but made others out of planks. 
They then*attempted to put off the boat, when a wove 
struck it, filled it with water, and drove it away the 
length of the ship. They hastened to get it secured 
again, two men being employed in emptying it> and 
two iuj^keeping it off from the ship to prevent its 
being knocked to pieces. Even the hearts of the 
barbarians, who had been the cause of the mischi^y 
they^^unfortunately imagmed were excited to pity. 



'V 
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Tbey came down to the edge of the water without 
weapons, and made signs to the crew to come on 
^oie. They addressed themselves more particularly 
to Captain Riley. To inspire confidence, one of them 
went and fetched a skin of water, and made signs 
that it was fiilL All but the old man th^i went 
ttway, and he came into the sea as far as the armpits, 
making signs to c(Hne and drink. Tormented with 
thirst, and with the idea that there was no oUier 
mode of securing water, Captain Riley went on shore, 
took the skin, and handed it to his men. After that, 
the old man made a sign that he wished to come on 
l>oard, while the captain awaited his retum on thus 
shore. 

There appeared to be no other mode of saving their 
lives but by the aid of these savages, it therefore 
■eemed best to try and conciliate them. The chil- 
dren, the young men, and the women, lifted up their 
eyes as if to make heaven a witness of their sincerity. 
On reaching the shore, the old man took Captain 
Riley by the hand, and cried, Allah Akbarf He 
was suffered to go to the vessel, and the captain 
remained with the Arabs. Their curiosity seemed to 
be unlimited, and they testified the strongest signs of 

•mity. 

When the old man came over the side, the captain 
ealled to his crew to keep him back until he himself 
was free. The noise of the sea prevented his being 
lieaxd. The Arab examined the hold of the ship, asked 
if there were any taffetas on board, or money, or fire- 
arms, as well as he was understood ; finding none, he 
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«otnmed ^ ilie toad. Wh«a be iMd agot jMiar 4p 

jneet bim. Th» t«ro yo«ilta> 'Vbo wawea «iM2hMd&flf 

.bus* beld biaarsM tbat he abenM ^t stir. At i4v 

jMine laamenfcAbe women end even tbe cfeiMiWfi tnrae>i 

4bekkAiTes«Md&ftnoe8«fMnst.bis Imo aim! bmaifi 

,lMkuig tbe Biest ^eveoioBS gamMeft^ ibeir ^jip^af- 

i«M»e i«M.be9wiid inugmatftOB huoMe. Tbe -o&d iwiii 

iMsed tbeiieptaia by tbe bak and ta^ up a-ecinte. 

CSeptam Rilay gave bineelf ^ fo lest, md 

laended bis ^imt to bk Madder. £[U air 

.vitbeiU abowiii^ iear» seemed to aivest tbem in 4beir 

fMeiMcei. Hie eld man bavbig pnsned tbe fyJmUer 

lightly over tbe neck of bis sbirt, but not witbflit 

.eutting it ebgbt^, let go bis baii; and ^aade «ig]is 

.ibat be sbould order aU tbe aaaon^ in tbe dup to ^ 

_aent asbore. Tbe seamen, vAiosam wbat took |4aas 

firom tbe sbqp, swore tbat tbc^ wei^ eooie ^asbosa A> 

4Mrenge tbe captain, armed in tbe beet wajriii£^ mv 

, able, if a baar of bis bead was toucbed. 

Wban tbe eld Arab bad kt ^o tbe captain, and iimff 

saw firom the sbip all was not as bad as tbey feared* 

rene oi tbeca came aleog the bavwer and ^asked wbat 

tbey were to do. Riky teld lum to bring aabore all 

the money they could find in the ship — the neieerof 

ftbe waves prev^ited their understaoding, Ibst he 

. added they were not to let it go uatilbewasathbevty. 

Tbe laon^, a thousand piastres, was aceardin^ 

brought on shore in a bucket, which was made toslido 

along the hawser. It was taken by one of the yeuj^g 

men. Tbe old man all tbe while held tbe ixxat d 
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hsA mmiUr to *the cajKiuii « brwuit The ^money was 
brought to^lum astd emptied> in ike eomer of his gar-> 
memt. Hanude the captain xke a&d follow thaoiy 
Jioldh^ hiB«niiB, as fiu: aa two hiUa of sand, about a 
wDi^le of himdEad yards &om the shore. They there 
ikeipt him inih all their weapons pointed towasds him 
«iitil tiiey ascended the smnioit «f the Minds^ and 
fisade hkn sit ^wn amoo^ tlnm. The old man 
iy^ided the. piastres into 4hree lots. £jach Arab then 
ivxfffMBd lip his lot in some piece of theiplundeied 
ifiktiieB of the esenic. WMe this was going hxl^ they 
iiad let go flflie cf the captain^i arms, who, determining 
r4it all chenoes 4o .escape, made a jnotion with Jhat 
soik^ect at « tioM when all eyes seemed te he tuiaed 
^tMBhim* Ib mn instant one 4af the youths struck lat 
• lum with a sabre, fie ehided the blow by threw- 
.ing himself with his beMy on the ground. The 
' jiouth was ^ing to strike again, but -the eld jaian 
ribihadehim. 

The money thus divided, they were preceeding 
.Mand with the certain, holding his arms, when the 
4be«ght fitmok him to tempt their a¥iuioe again, ^uid 
-thas get once -more to the sea-side. He told them 
by signs that the crew had still money Je£t on board. 
Tkey seemed pleased with the intelligence, and in- 
•atantly reversed their route, after sending the money 
. they had recdved into the interior by one of the young 
men. When about fifty fathoms from the shore, 
they made the captain sit down, and held his arms, 
commanding him by signs to order the money on. 
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shore. He very well knew there was no more in ^ 
Teuel, but thought that, if he cocdd get AntotilE^ 0fle 
of the company in the ship, on shore, he ahoiild be Md 
to escape. He hailed the crew, and made i^gns fot 
one of them to coime to him, but they esteemed lis 
situation so dangerous they had no inclination to ven- 
ture. Matters remained in this state for an hoar, he 
being constanlty threatened wi& death. The Arabs 
made him call with all his strength until he became so 
hoarse, that those who were near him coiM seared^ 
hear his voice. At length one of the crew, in whom 
compassion had subdued fear, named Savage, came 
along the hawser, and was coming on shore, when 
they would have seized him, but the captain maib 
him understand he must keep out of the reach of the 
Arabs. As he did not understand what was saii, 
the Arabs, who supposed the order was to be givtti 
him for the piastres, made the captain approadi 
nearer that he might understand ; Savage then re- 
turned into the ship. Antonio the Spaniard then 
came from the vessel straight to the captain, who 
had by this time been withdrawn to a little distance 
from the sea. The Arabs, deceived in their desne to 
see the money forthcoming, began to rifle his gar- 
ments, and struck him and tortured him that he 
might die slower. He demanded his life npen 
his knees without softening them. In the desire to 
mitigate their ftiry, the captain told him to make 
known to them by signs that he had buried jnastres 
in the sand near where the tent had been. TOs 



^ms l3ie f«et. l^Then Antonio had gtron them t9 
i«id«ntand this, some of them went to the plaee 
4^oli was deingnated» and began to search. 

Captain Riley was left sitting between the old 
«afvag» and the stoutest of the two younger. The 
flpet where the others were searching was some 
little dktance belttnd. The two guardians of the cap^ 
ftaifif heanng a noise among them, haying loosened 
iSbmt held of his arms, turned their heads to wheno^ 
it proceeded. He watched ibe movemcoit which thett 
emieuty had caused, and springing on his legs in a 
noment, rushed to the shore, reached it in an instant, 
•ody knowing he was pursued, at the cri^al moment 
ftuig hhnself with all his strength head foremost mto 
Uie sea, remaining bebw as long as his breathing 
would aUow him, and then raimng his head, he saw 
ifae Arab about ten feet from him up to the ehin in 
water. He flung his lance just as a wave was passing 
over the captcun's head, which drove the Arabs back 
cm the beach. After fresh efforts, the captain sue* 
eeeded in reaching the vessel, and was speedily taken 
in, so exhausted as not to be able to observe what 
paraed on shore. In the meanwhile, the Arabs who 
had pursued the captain stood hke statues on the 
beaoh, until they saw that he had gained the vessel 
and was safe. They then ran to where poor Antonio 
the Spaniard was, and killed him with the blow of a 
lance, after which they plundered him of all the 
clothes he had upon him, and went away into the in- 
terior. 

The captain and crew were much affected at the 
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mA^.iSbe iMiinftiMiwtn Amfennia. TIte cff*»» ^c iMn J 
^MBielf of being the^ttse «f hii^imtieu^mliX^m 
not witho«/t * gOML awmy g ofw a witg fl «rilh . hknnB i f, 
JtiMtt lie hc^ywn to o8ii«d«r iie vms^^iftBr all« tat .the 
fininteaiiQml iMteiMMfl^ It ^ms air 

4hm tol«w«OBe^MMM»Ba£Br4kek.fd|p»eE«oiirA^ 

■Had Ape irai .n» «htn>e tif Bniw f pi fiwro IJMir hirffl 

<te*A mnr llw ak^'mlk : |[iMlit iv^ 



Attenpt The dnpVialta 'ware igM^^ «i.3bi«l^ 
'4]i» dodL VM taieai^;«p, «»liis^ aj wp wi ri it4fc4d|y 
xttight be &tal to «Qy ^tep'tiMj -fiboMkd wMtMe •^jfMD. 
^Pfffttatn JUlej namr,got Mor7» aiid.£ywid)«Hd«r wal^ 
^fl.aft«kof tkftt neoesutiy article miih-Hys bui^g Jiit 
JTliey ^eotrived to^fuU iipthiSfMidilUlAtttof U a^nsll 
jMn^ wlucdi'iiReuUL oaataki-fiixterai qmrte; iJmy fUdo 
£fMt suseooad in tine beat, <>ut ef mkkibi i^y darnk* 
tt«igether with fsoaae |iieoeB of gait pock* ^a Ikse.ifg 
weighing about iwen]^ .poKUwlfi, about fQwr t^ouais 
weigbt of ^figB, whidiiiad beea iuj«red by^tke s»t 
;aiid four buodrod uaelefis jpiastres, mlidtii eae-^f Ons 
. men brougbt &om the<0hare,-wke8i be .bad <|j^(meio 
nbcing back two broken loaars. 

Ga|»taia Riley bow «iicoufaged bis mAO^and M 

. ihom that beavea «till watdiod over theia. fie 

prayed fervently to God for protection, and -mm 

-alttti^wardft they all antbasked dumg a<toB^pc»Mry lull 



^en tiiey hoisted a sail. Thegrw c gejfyftbmt a wwfeder, 
icttdihe UmiI iMd 4oit her inei, bttttthe unnd was 
,fiwr«!uiMe, and the^r kopcd Iby ite ml HoaMbl^Oi^e 
' I B^ iad or. Tfasfy sleeicid iiM .be«t *wltk «]i oar; vm- 
.fiNlmiMjr ^dief fa«d ii0 etniiaes. Theism meat 
f dam ^Bd 11» ai^t^wlMBh fQik'itedii«s«aMBdiii^ 
«4«it ,*^e>«Md 'BMe, «nd i^ fl OM tMM tt d>te .be Aistii 

.teng ^aniod iqpen tiM ndis «p|iich tee ibe -ooatt 
-Cte i^wAnt wifS fery hacy, and tiieywet oii i nce a oc 

iqMM W L fettidtetespfinther inm the shoB^han tlify 

^^Aeeind, Attiltaatvii iWritkaf nisflfog aiiy«tMBin.«f 

■g we h wiilwriBam^fhi^itbeyiiMghtcigacty^lwigsteek. 

'^QnlbeltiirtjF-fiistiof .August tibe wi»d died ftv^fTy 

Ttat dte ateosy^iefe VMu^etfll landed with a ^esBte- 

xnid fog. The pig being nearly dead iior wantpf 

*m9Aef, tiiey hitted itrfWM^nrii^the bleed, whidi'they 
% 4iai^ They divided «|i]ally the ti««r aadiintestmeS) 
••tff'wbieh theyiate a portioaTaw, ito ^appease in «oiae 
ri4^iee thfisr ilerndile thirat, whidi had heooaie the 

0fteieiiunQ»peirtable, ieam thdr being oUiged to work 
•^«eii8tently'a(t the ears. Nig^tcame «nd thjeatened 

'a sltrm ; Ihe -aea came in-se fast, they wwe otUiged 
f^ hale eoBtinnayy, and that night iihe boat «ras hitlf 

fidl, so "ttiat they ejpeeted -e^ery w«7e would engulph 
rthem. The U^tinttg, wbiueh was \;»ry nvid, flashiBg 

threu^ the intense 4atk«ess of the night* imcreastd 

tiae hcHrrws ef : their sitmaiion. The boat oreahed aad 
.seemed dMifoiutig in all parts. The crew wore /fo 
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ftitigned that several of them ceased to labofiar 9itf 
more, resigning themselves to their ftite and nocM» 
mending their sonls to God. 

All the next day the wind continued to lilow B 
storm, and did not cease on the fi>lk>wing night. Tlieff 
khour fiettigued them exceedingly, tiie water g»ied 
upon them, and their provisions rapidly dfmins^ied. 
They began to give up all hope of meeting a vessel 
at sea, or of being able to remain nnteh longer lA 
Iheir present situation. Captain Riley Tepresentedi 
to the crew that, by remaining at sea, they musit M* 
fkBibly perish, and, come what might, it woidd be 4$ 
wen to die on shore ; that Providence, in its msdaiBf 
might yet send them on the shore where Hiey weie 
cast away, because that might be a means by whidli 
tiiey might be restored to their families. The cotttpanf 
all applauding the captain*s opinion, they eliuigtl 
their course. 

At six o'clock in the evening of the axtli of Sep- 
tember, they were still out of sight of land, and they 
could not hope to remain afloat another day. The 
crew gave themselves up to despair. Fortunately, on 
the morning of the seventh, land was seen at a grest 
distance; but the sight reanimated their inking 
spirits and worn out bodies. It appeared a pe^rM 
level, without the least trace of elevation ; andCaptidi 
Riley thought, from its aspect, it must be tiie GtMt 
Desert, where death alone would be thedr kH. A 
rapid current, attended with a no»e like that ef A 
tide forcing itself through a narrow passage auiif 
rocks, carried them rapidly towards the coast. Thif 
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jMiehod it about nuiset* and ditooTered' that it wa» 
foaaaA o£ lurecipioes which rose to a great height above 
the sea. No beach waa seen, nor any path by which 
they might gain the brow of the heights, Riley thought 
it- best to keep a| sea, and drive along the eoast until 
4fkyUght GMne and disclosed some spot where they 
might disembark without the danger of being 
dcowaed in the siurf which hroke frightfully on the 
l|ind« The others were for disembarking at all risks. 
Tbey were then very near the shore, and seeing a 
SfnaU spaee, which looked^ like a sandy beach, they 
H^adie iot it at once. An enormous wave bore them 
otEk, and retiring, left them high and dry upon a UtUa 
•pot of 8and» not much larger than the boat itself 
Qn aU sides pointed rocks arose, against which the 
iea \wikB with a horrible noise. They were grateful 
%f> heaven that they were preserved in a situati<»i» 
in which nothing short of a miracle seemed to have 
i»ved them from death. 

They got out of the hoat, and earned, above the 
ipach of the surf, the water and provisions which they 
hftd left. The hoat was now staved completely. 
Zhey knew not how they were situated. They 
^ould see .over their heads enormous masses of rock, 
Vhioh. also shut in the view on both sides. Want of 
tfwroise had made their limhs rigid, and their bodies 
were attnmated from lack of food. They were so 
&tigued» that they could hardly speak to be undec- 
UpocU and their mouths were parched up. From the 
pesition of the coast on which they were, Captain 
iUley thought they must be close to Cape Bianco. 



2M*- ampwvmmmAWB vmiksram At ssa. 
^atltiapltd with ^»» of' 1i» people' «»<fa«ife-<»lft» 

copcv m pirtb to tb» avniatl of tk^ ftmifiBe, b«fe is 



Thef ratanedttotlim eowradss^ il Itoing alvea^ 
difky aoid feuMA.tliwa^p g B p g iB gttawrbed ^ntlMs ami^' 
amoog tlM rookie Tboj tiiBiriMd CM KM^tbeir pi!»^ 
8«rvatiQti« 9mA pra^red fw z, €MitkiuaBoe of ki» good*' 
nM» to ^Mn, Hm^ tiMft Irii «^6ep> uid ^sjoyoA »■ 
pnfiMmck shMftbor untii day bMba 

Om Hm ttglUbof Septembo', a* dayli^lit, b«iiig» 
ifAteskei by tMr skwpv l^cy ooMidled what via 
bwt t»be draro. Thinf detaRsiiMcb t<x Imw baMad* 
everyduBg' which might eQibamiathaorpwgfassy aai^ 
to endaavauar to- ad ^an a e eatlwasdr » Ite hopa «f 
findnig' sMae spot whef* they iai^t:dig fiip waiUi^ 
while tbey had- QtoeogHi left for tlnit.'paipos^ ot €ba' 
to gain the smmnit ofthe preupioaataMfrthem, whoa- 
they might find some herbs os pteator'tha jaice of* 
which HUgbd satiate the nging thiia* wi^oh ttr- 
nenied than bow mere than wWf ia cansaqaeaee ot 
their having eatoD senae laassela which they nal^ 
with on the rooks, taA wha^ wata flKoeamafy atltr 
Utoy agreed to keep taga^er, and to rondtraaeh odMr* 
aU the service- i» their pewvr. They then di w d rt 
the wartmr whi^ they had left, each patting it iatoa 
bottle, and» toking theirsaU meatoa their bac^, tiMf 
set out eastward. They buried their pi a a to a o hi te 
sand, convinced that their money was oEia oafaia flf 
the bad treatment they had ahaadyreeeifad. DttMf 
thflirixtaroh.they weialxokl tatlsahato^aBa pdoto# 



Xca»*oy9Si«c0»MsncBu 209 



d ti Be c Mw L a g a ia tx^Hx^Twy edge of tlA miu OAem 

tor the neck m'wvrter, and «%M!gedlf't9 dito^ totlw roota 

t» prevent the' wftfes fhym c ag i ying Kbem awajr* Tte 

force of tlte cunreBto-and tke eMithiiied action of tiiei 

scft' upon this eoast perpetually mdenMned it, and' 

imme i we masses of rock, sand and gra¥e¥f<rti-ftQ»i 

abore and cohered the heaeh, leavhig kMervato he*' 

tw«eR tbem^ whish Captam RUey aad ha bwd wsi^" 

obliged to cross. Ifa one phwe they elhnhed » ridge* 

of- rock forty or fifty feet Mgh, which was not more' 

than eight inches broad. Yet higher, large hloeks of^ 

stofoe hong loosely orer their hefMis, detached f^rem 

oHiefs stiB higher, which seemed ready to r(^ down* 

and crash them to powder ; a ftAae^ step woiM hare 

bieett Ikted. Thehr shoes were rendered useless, and' 

t^eir feet were icnt and hloodf , while the snn^s rays 

darted with intense heat upon their suffering bodies,. 

86 that they were scarcely aUe to smtaia it. Not a- 

breath of air stirred beneath these perpeiKlienlar cltt ' 

tveoc^ their btnmmg blood. 

Tims in laborious efforts to proceed, the day passed 
aiway, and night came upon them without bringing* 
them relfef. In qpite <^ eTcry eftirt> they oould not 
gain, in the whole day , more^than four miles of distance^ 
and their strength was completely exhausted. They ' 
saw upon tiie rocks numerous dead insects, which 
tey thought had been unable to gain the summit of* 
the prec i p ic es , and had died of want. Hence they con« 
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thiAed liiat thej abould find above iAma. scmfi am^-^i 
\mb, at toast, which would afford thorn lumriflluBi^ 
0iifficieiit to exist They found themselves that 
night in a situation where they could rest better than 
ihey had done on that which {oeceded it The place 
was about a hundred feet from the sea, and tiiare 
they lay down after eating a morsel of salt p(H^ or 
lather greasing their mouths with it, and moistening 
Hmr throats with their own water. After suj^lica- 
ting the Almighty to have pity on them in their mis- 
fortunes, they went to sleep. During the night, the 
temperature was so cold, that when they awoke, their 
limbs, were stiff and dead with the chilliness and 
4ampness of the atmosphere. 

They set out on their march in the morning with 
renewed h(q»es, and in a little time discovered a 
sandy beach of considerabto extent, firom which« to 
tlie summit of the heights beycmd, the path appeared 
Qasy. They hoped to be able to procure water at this 
place which might be drunk, by digging in the sand 
near the edge of the sea, and suffering it to filter 
ii^io the hxAe, a measure they had recourse to with 
success in the little islands of the Bahama bai^ 
When they got near the place, they were arrested in 
their progress by a ledge of rocks which they could 
not climb, being as lofty as the cliffe above them, and 
the extreme termination of which jutted out into ths 
sea. The waves broke upcm it with violence, and had 
undermined a portion of it in their attack of agsi 
upon its base. Here then seemed to be a bar to 
their proceeding, which was insuim^unti^'l^ 'At 



LOSS or TRB COmiSRCB. 2t9^ 

fimgih Captfthi Rfley discovered a roek which had 
h^€n detached tnm the cliff above, and had fallen 
into the sea at a place about half way round the 
pcritit, that was itself undermined and assailed iWi- 
ously by every advancing wave, which it broke into 
fbhimes of foam. The piece of rock which had fallen 
from above was left dry when the waves retired, but 
l^en they advanced, it was covered with water. To 
Hhis rock Captain Riley ran when the surf retired, climb* 
ittg up and holding fast by it until the wave passed 
over his head, reached the cliff, and broke, when, 
having retired, he ran to another rock, and awaited 
upon it the recoil of the wave in the same manner : 
he thus reached at last a rock, which the waves did 
not cover, and then the beach. His companions, 
Observing the mode which he adopted, on imitating his 
cfiKample, met with the same success, and at length 
tiiey all gained the sandy beach, and dug, but in vain, 
kk search of water. That which came into the pit 
tiiey excavated was as salt as the sea itself. 

Whilst his comrades tried an excavation in another 
i^ot, Captain Riley mounted the cliff towards the- 
land, and succeeded in reaching it What was his 
horror to find an immense plain of desert land, ex- 
t^iding as far as the eye could command on every 
fide I Not a tree or shrub broke the melancholy 
uniformity of the arid view ; not an herb showed its 
leaf, nor a blade of grass waved in the hot breeze that 
swept the inhospitable and parched surface. The 
sight so overcame his feelings, that he fell to the 
gionnd devoid of sense or motion. When he came to 

YOI4. II. u 
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himseHl he wu^om^tisM-btfoiefaA etmkirtwoiikmt: 
v^uaneibvata heww« He felt a dienidfid anA^limp* 
Jig tbinit assul him*.aiid he was.ohligiod to laere le- 
cofme to the rervoUing extiamity aheeiir a&iisd ta^ 
teohtawi amecaeirtagy eeieataoaef hieto twm tr Be* 
spair seized upoD hkn, and he felt a temiilatkiB to fliag 
nimself into the sea as soon as he readied i^ aad. 
thus termiaate his hmriUe sufibnng; bvt then cwno 
to his mifid his wife anddiitdren, to whom he wu^ 
bound to r^i]^!, if possible ; the thought that ho had 
escaped so many dangers abeady, and that ha 
might escape t1» present ; and finally, theknowledgs 
that his comrades looked to him for an exam]^e of 
equamnity. He ther^ore descended to the beach 
to refoin his men, and, finding a plaee osk tho ^K»e 
favourable for a bath, he went in and remained fiv 
half an houn This he found to refresh him veff 
much, and almost to reanimate him. He joined his 
men in a livelier manner than they expected, and flung 
himself on the sand, being fatigued, whilst tb^ laid 
themselves down around bin, to know what he had 
made out tram the top of the cliff. He at first evaded 
the communication of the bad inteUigenoe to them* 
and advised them to bathe, as he had done, be^ 
fore he conducted them to the diff. They tfaDughA 
they should be unable to dimb it, f<Hr it looked ei^ 
ceedingly steep and rugged. They then lay dowK 
in the shadow of a rock, which kept off the bumiiig 
rays of tlw sun. The air was so hot, it was ilifT Ht^ 
to breathe, yet they slept soundly for about twohonnii 
during which a slight s^^breeze cameen, \i4iichiittr 
parted a little strength to their enfeebled Umha» and 



i 






Althouf^ Caytoin Rifeybad prepased his eomrt 
panaomt fw tho dismal sif^itbat was to inaai. thorn 
efFaa, the lone perapeelive <^- the hoimdlaas aad ouaet 
nlDte daaart waa too much for tkanu Theythxeir 
thMnsebras on the groimd. ** This -is enough/' thagr 
^riad, <* here we must die 1 We haiw na hope t^ 
meet with water or prowions* or humaa heinga, no 
not even wild heaats — for nothuig can exist here 1 ** 
Bitter tears ran over th^ humt and care*w<»n cheeks^ 
which, strange to atLf, seme of them were detected 
iinc<ma«iou8l3r conveying to their mouths in the agony 
of thirst. Captain Riley ^Lhotted them to proceed 
into the int^ior, saying that aid might yet he oh* 
tained ; others seccmded the advice, following on t9 
tlie top of the cliff, The sur^EMse of the ground was 
hard as flint, composed of a mixture of sharp st(HMS» 
gravel, and a reddish earth. They found a dry stem, 
wfaidi scnnewhat resembled a parmip, and before 
night saw some small holes which had evidentily 
been excavated for the purpose ci digging it upu 
At first they thought they might be the work o£ 
aaatuMls, but there was not the least traoe of any ta 
be seen, and it was much more likely they were 
fiMrmed by the hands of man, a hc^ that served to 
animate them to exert their efforts to the last. 

By the aid of stones and bits of stick they got away 
tiie earth from around some sms^ roots which tasted 
Id&e celery, but they could not find aiongh to satisfy 
their appetitea. About sunset they a«w the footafe^ 
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^f a camel, aod ftuicied they also saw (me of a ntan; 
They now hegan to feel that another day oi thirst 
must terminate their sufferings, yet they saw no 
more jBhance of getting water on the morrow than at 
that moment. The despondency which was in ihar 
hearts was but too plainly painted in their &ces. The 
sun had gone down, when they descried, about three 
miles off, what appeared a plain of sand. They went 
towards it as quick as they could, in the hope of 
sleeping upon the sand, the ground where they then 
stood being hard as rock. Clark, one of the men, all 
at once called out, " I think I see a light.'* It was, 
indeed, the light of a fire. The effect was electrical ; 
hope seemed to revive in all their hearts. Captain 
Riley told them, in approaching the natives, to take 
Hhe utmost precaution, and give them no alarm. 
They descended to a siuidy spot, and fell asleep, all 
except the captain, who could not close his eyes 
between hope and fear. 

On the nineteenth of September, at day-break. 
Captain Riley awoke his comrades. He told them 
there was no doubt the Arabs would make them 
prisoners, but he hoped they would spare their lives. 
He gave them the name of the Consul of the United 
States at Tangier, and advised them, if they ever had 
tiie power, to write to him an account of their situa- 
tion, and to request him to inform the consuls and 
merchants of other nations of their situation. He 
exhorted them to be resigned, and to remember the 
interpositions of Providence which had already taken 
place in their behalf, since their shipwreck. 

They now set out, and had scarcely got over the 
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ht^ irregularities of the sand wMch were in front of 
them, when they saw a considerable train of camels, 
and a numerous body of men assembled in a sort of 
valley, formed by the sand-hills near the sea, and the 
elif& on the other side. A steep path led to the 
summit of the eminences. The Arabs seemed to be 
occupied in giving water to their camels. When 
they espied Captain Riley and his men, two woB&en 
and a man came with all speed towards them. The 
captain and two others advanced, and when they 
met them, threw themselves with their faces to 
the ground, and implored their compassion by 
signs. The man had a scimitar, and ran towards 
Captain Riley to cut him down, on which the captain 
prostrated himself anew. The man then proceeded to 
despoil him of his clothes, the women seizing the 
two others for the same purpose. A troop of Araba* 
about forty in number, some on foot and some oh 
camels, came up at a very quick rate, when those 
who had plundered the seamen threw sand in the 
air, and uttered loud cries, which were afterwards 
fbund to be a sign of hostilities. The Arab who had 
taken Captain Riley seized also the cook, named 
Richard, and having put all the clothes in a covering 
which he took off his own shoulders and placed the 
bundle on the back of the negro, made Captain Riley 
and the cook understand by signs that they belonged 
to him alone. 

As sooh as the other Arabs came up, those on the 

camels dismounted. They began to pull Captain 

.jtiley and the negro, first one and then another of 
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tbem, each saying he hmd Hie best rigit te tHien. 
They soon came to blows, their lai^e soimitars flssfacid 
in the air, blood flmred, and horrible woimds weie 
inflicted by these savages on e«ih other. Captaiii 
Riley feared he should be cut to pieees among then. 

When the dispute was e^r, the crew were ^vided 
among the troop, and the negro and Captain Ritoy 
were committed into ^e hands of two old women, 
who drove Hiem wil^ a stick towards the camels. 
Captain Riley showed tiiem his dry and parched 
mouth. On arriving at a well, one of them ca&d 
another female,- who brought a large wooden bowl fttll 
of water. Thay made them go on Hieir knees, and 
phmge their heads in the bowl as the camels do. 
Captain Riley drank nearly two pints of tins w«tar> 
whidi was as Mack and disgusting as bilge-water in 
« ship. They then emptied tiie bowl, and pat into 
it a Mttle sour cameVs m8k, which the detain thoi^iiit 
delicious, and &*ank until his stomach was ao ftaH 
that a dianiuBa followed the indulgence, but it weat 
<away without leaving any ill efibcts. 

On asking for sometiiing to eat, theyoofuld get 
nothing from the Arabs, who had no provisions iat 
themselves ; and they appeared sorry ^y had none 
to offer. Upwards of a hundred persons were round 
the well, men, women, and children, and not kas 
than feur hundred camels. The sun shot its burning 
rays upon the unfortunate Americans, so &at their 
^skin was brown as if it had been roasted. The ATabs 
drew the water for their camels which drank enor- 
onous quantities. About ten o^doek in tixftanonatoSi 



stask nalBed, jmt beMnd the bump, by the hair of 
whieh tibey wese obliged to hold fast. They bade 
«dieu to each other in an affecting manner, and 
'toaSL leave of Captain Riley in the kindest way. 
!rhe Aiabe, so far from interrupting them in their 
l«avetaking, shoi^ed that tkey felt moved by the man- 
lier in ^hieh they conducted themsdves. 

Three of ike ship's company, the negro, and Cap- 

/taki Riley, remained with another troop of Arabs. 

After helping them to draw watea: for the camels, 

'tiKy filled a number of skins to go on the backs of 

. tiie amm£ds. Baskets were placed upon them for the 

womMi and children, and then they .proceeded to 

SMNmt up the aaeent. Captain Riley and the seamsn 

tlraveMed on foot, being employed to drive on the 

camels. The sand beneath was fine, and at evesy 

. sl^ they sank up to the knees. Captain Riley was so 

'fiitigued he feared he should be imable to reach the 

'4ap of the emmence, and sat down for a mmnent on 

'tiie^sand, on which his master applied the stick upon 

4dm so vigosQUsly he was .glad to proceed at any rate. 

When they got in view of the.deaertr they halted to 

.-jr^resh the eamels. 

They were much amazed with the trouble it cost 

tiie seamen to dimb the eminence, and laughed as 

'tiiey beat them to make them go cm. Their wives 

and diildren, who w^re on foot during the ascent, 

Boonted it without the least diffioilty, but the camels 

iW&te covered w^ foam. The Arabs now made 

LfreAmericaBs get on the camels. That on whi(^ 
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Captain Riley was mounted had soaroeljr aa^bii^ 
but skin on his bones ; the back, shaqi and haid w 
the blade of an oar, made him suffer dreadfuUf . 
The Arabs were very curious to know where Captaiii 
Riley had been shipwrecked, and he tried to satisfy 
them. The men instructed the women in the route 
they were to take, and they set off on ftiU trot to the 
westward. The women were on foot, and weate «»- 
gaged in making the camels travel as &st as possible. 
The movement of these animals, hard and irr^ukub 
rubbed the thighs of the sailors so much, they w^e 
soon smeared with blood, while the burning African 
sun covered their bodies with blisters. It seemed aft 
if every shock of the animals would dislocate their 
limbs. Starved and thirsty, they saw night a]^roadlb 
but the women who drove the camels showed no 
intention of stopping. Captain Riley and his oan^ 
rades begged them to be allowed to get off the cameli^ 
but they paid no attention to thdr request. The 
ofddness of the night stanched the blood which c«ae 
ih>m their wounds, but increased the pain of their 
blistered skins. At a moment when the camels wan 
going very fost, the eaptain and his men let th^tt* 
selves sUp off* the animals at the risk of breaknig 
their necks. The manceuvre did not excite any pi^ 
in the Arabs, who made the camels go faster itmh 
before, so that they were obUged, in order to ke^ ixp 
with the animals, to run over sharp stones which ci^ 
their feet and bathed them in blood. In this state 
Captain Riley *s firmness left him, and he was o& 
^e point of endyng his existence. The suflinings In 
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»adi his conmdes endured made them atler {neicing 
ories. The camds were stopped, fearing they might 
he lost in the darkness of the night ; they were made 
to mount again, and the animals were urged forward 
with the utmost speed until midnight They then 
halted in a hollow ahout twenty feet under the level 
of the desert, and were made to sleep naked in 
the open air on the hard ground during a chilly, 
hunud wind from the sea. They now received from 
the woman ahout a pint of camel's milk each, fresh 
flhrawn firom the animals, which was a cordial to them. 
.They lay as close to each other as they could, hut 
Captain Riley did not close his eyes. 

About eleven o'cbck the next day they received 
jitom their. female guardians a little more milk, and 
set out again, when, after a considerate journey, they 
readied some tents in a valley, and found their maft- 
.ters there. Some dispute arose about them, and the 
negro and ci^»tain remained with their old masters, 
while the others were claimed by fresh owners. Some 
womea, who came to see them out of curiosity, spat 
jxpon them in scorn. Upon arrivmg the next day in 
« small valley, the Arabs, on seeing the state of Cap^ 
Im Riley s skin, were touched with pity, and put up 
a tent for him to sleep under. Captain Riley found 
jtwo of his comrades at this place, who had been sepa- 
rated just after they fell into the hands of the Arabs. 
About one hundred and fifty men were seen seated 
in ocMA^wer^tion, aj^^Nurently about the Americanft. 
X)nQ of the old men addressed Captain RUey, as well 
M he Qould understand by signs, about his oountry. 
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"wlMre he ^iras ri dp wi6eiced,^wiiftt tlie eM^w», adS 

to mbMt natm Aey bekmg^d. Cftiitam Riley m- 

']plMd, as /weil as he cauid, that tkey^were Engtiih^ 

indnating die position ef tlie country. The Arabs 

paid great attention, and sometimes seemed to h^ 

•tlie (dd man to comprehend what was said. . likeeld 

man asked if Captain'Riiey knew anytiimg of tiie 

' Bmperor of Marocoo. He replied " Yes," and endea- 

^ovred' to make tiiiem understand, that if Uiey woaM 

omduct him thitfaer, he would pay them a ranaam 

for himself and coB^>aznotts. l^My riiook th^ heads, 

• and said they had nothing to sustain theif oam^en. 

the road. No rescdt beneficial to tlie aeamen arose 

ifrosrthis eonversatioii. 

Obtain Riley, on the twelfth of Septomhes, hxviag 
iidlen kito the hands of< a new matter, was seat «> 
^bfivethe oamals. Alter -proeeediBg abent m haas, 
his £Mt beottne so cut by liie sharpsloi^s aver whkAt 
<fae pawed, tiMt he stooped fifom their tendenMas 
tua^ he was aeariy douMe. Hamet, his Arst master, 
who was passmg on^« camel ^le same way^noswig 
him m aveba plight, approached the ether A£ab»4aid 
took the ooveiingfixNn his sho«dders aod gaTe it hna^ 
than coming up to Oaptam RH^, made iHS'^anel 
kneel, placed <a pieee oi skin behind l&e saddle,^!- 
tesmg it to the girths to pre^nt it ^khng (^» asJd 
then bade the eaptam mount. He continued his 
peo^iess wi& fovr m^i well M^med and mounted. 
13afo sun shot its burning rays upon the eaptainU 
haie headend naked body, so that it seemed as if hil. 
^rfsnll were buistinginto a hundred piocos^ au 
jras the pain he sustained. 



T]ie7Tst(q^ped in a snail yaHey where there were 
hal£ a dezen tents pitebed. The &miiy of Hamet 
seemed oveijeyed to see Mm. He desired Gaptam 
Rdey to come towards the tent, hut 'the womoi anfii 
ohddren woifiki not let him ap|m)a^h them. They 
strnck at him with a stick, and threw stones toward 
hsra. Hamet ga^e him some milk and water in u 
bo^l, i^ich was a great relief. At night the negro 
aaived with the camels which he had heen made to 
oondiKt. Another of the seamen, named Hogan, also 
came up. They were all liuree the property of 
Hamet. The cahin-boy had become the property df 
an ^d Anib with a yery bad conntenanee. Hamet 
was of a whiter complexion than most of the Arabs 
Mew He made his captives sleep on the ground 
without any i^eliter, but he brought them warm milk 
two'Cnrthie&times during the day. The next morn- 
ing they set out ^m foot. 

'• Captam Riley saw ^ne of his comrades namdi 
Wittiams upon a camel. He was in a pitiable con- 
d^imi, said he fett he thoulddie, and begged his re- 
B i emb rai ice might be earned to his wife and children. 
'His master came up at the moment, and ordered 
tlie effiD^l to move on. RUey bade him farewell ; the 
vaSBtrngs of -Williams^ were so great, liiat he almost 
• Ibpgot his own in 'wewing him. Riley had delayed* 
about a quarter of an hour, and was obliged to nm 
to overtake ^e camels. His master saw him, and 
made the camels halt until he came up, when he 
shook his stick ever Riley's head as a threat in case 
he remained bdiind -again. He then tdd his coni^ 
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rade and Riley to dnvh on the eatnete lat last as 
tbey were able. In an hour he came up to R3^ 
again, and made a sign for him to ap^poach^ He 
was joined by an old man of tall stature, black is a 
negro, and of a most villanous oount^iance, aecom- 
panied by two youtiis, his sons, and otiiers. After 
fltriking a hard bargain, the stranger purchased Ril^ 
and took him away. He was on foot, yet walked as 
fast as the camels. He never ceased to urge Riley 
to follow quicker, which in his mis^able state was 
impossible. He then went behind him with a stick, 
and struck him to make him go faster, but the hffl^ 
rible pain in which he was, prevented his increasing 
his pace. One of the youths, still more cn:^l than 
the father, made him carry his double barrelled ma»- 
ket, and the old man then ceased to beat him. 

The desert appeared over its far spread extent like 
the sea in a dead calm. Camels could be seen even 
at the utmost distance, if above the horizon* AboHt 
four o'clock they halted, and Riley resigned the 
musket and burthen he had been made to cany. 
Hia masters ordered him to he down in the thsSs of 
their tent He a^ed for water, but could not obtak 
any. The Arabs went to their prayers. Tiunkii^ 
to move the hearts of the women, Riley explained to 
them that he was dying of thirst. They i^t at him, 
and drove him away from the tent, and he vis 
obliged to remain in the burning sun until ni^ 
came on. The male Arabs who had been abaeit 
came back at sunset and said their prayers, in whidi 
Xk& women and children took no part. One of ^ 
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seamen, named Clark, airived with some camels. He 
was in a deplorable statei and said he drew near 
his last hour. Humid cold succeeded the heat of the 
day. Riley begged the Arab to let them sleep under 
a comer of the tent, to which he seemed to give his 
oonsent, but the women prevented it When the 
camels were milked, about a bottle of excellent milk 
was given to Riley and his comrade, and when the 
women were asleep, one of the youths, called Omar, 
told them to come, without making a noise, under a 
oomer of the tent, where they slept soundly until 
morning. The women, when they awoke, were going 
to drive them out, but the old Arab forbade them. 
They remamed all that day at rest, and were per- 
mitted to remain under a comer of the tent. A 
piece of skin was thrown to them for a coverlid, and 
water and milk were given to them. This rest, and 
two nights of sleep, recruited them a Uttle. The 
Begro insulted them, and wanted to make them leave 
tiieir shelter, but the old Arab chid him. 

The next three days they travelled south-east, about 
Uiirty miles a day, evidently in search of something 
to nourish their camels. The valleys or hollows 
became fewer and less deep. Dry thorny bushes alone 
were met with, on which the camels could not browse 
but with difficulty, though they bit off branches as 
large as a man*s thumb. Their milk diminished, so 
that the allowance to each person was shortened. 
The water, too, was nearly finished. These Arabs 
possessed four mares, which were thin as skeletons, 
and obtained nothing but milk and water. Riley 



aod bk ftifflaiT^^^ WOT> beaotte-Ba w«ak>ani dutn^tiMf' 
OMild haidly keep their logSt As ih» Arabs fiuflb gs A 
tbem to sleep under, the tent^ aady indeed,! rtmukk 
under it after it was pitdaad, whioh was geaer»^ 
done about two o*clook in th» day, they bad uoMuQ 
else to. do but to coUeet what tbeytcould find fytSatik 
at nigbt&lL The Arabs were asneaily starved as 
ibeir slaves. They searched under every buak in 
bope of finding some plant whiob could be 
One kind which they devoured was ^KtreB»ely 
another resembled a tasteless onion» but these 
extremely rare. The Arabs now commeneed a 
retrograde march towards the sea.. In a naixow 
valley they found some bushes about two feet bi^i. 
Riley met with some snails, most of them diy and 
dead. Those which were alive he ooUeeted and grilled, 
inviting his comrade to partake. Theyw^feaweleMBe 
resource, as, except a small measure of milk, i^bef 
had received nothing for twenty-four hours. On the 
twenty-first they quickened their pace. Th^ bodies 
became more and more shrivelled i^. They enoovoi- 
tered five others of the crew that day, who seeoMd 
worse off than themselves. They were empteyed as 
camel-drivers, and paid with blows. Riley and lai 
comrade were left in idleness by their master ; be poe^ 
sessed fifty or sixty camels, and appeared to be a seii 
of priest, as the other Arabs came to him flU}*i^1lt4»' 
perform their devotions. About the middle of -tib» 
day, two strangers appeared upon camds loaded w^ 
merchandise. They dismoimted^ and sat under tiir 
tent. The Arabs had gone out 1«ith Hum cemoia. 



twrai ani»4» emnh far pluBcbr.* llie ; sli angm apt 
piBttBed to.^mefohaiits tnuting, and hM^ a/OOBTee* 
sk^^aoQ with tbe wom^i respeeting their goodsk. Oaa 
of th« womsa, in whom Boley had n^er seen saxf* 
^•atiment oi pity, now came to himt and. told hiia 
ih»t Sidi Hamet'was »hved with goods &om Mar 
cecee, and if he chose, could buy him, and giT» 
l^m an (Opportunity of seeing his wifa and diildren, 
again. 

Riley ixick an (^[iportunity of going to the tent of 
Sidi Hamet to beg some water, showing him his 
IKurehed mouth. Sidi asked if he was the Reia<»r 
Captain, and he made a sign in the affirmative; 
when, though his brother Arab refused to give Riley 
llie water, Sidi took the vessel, and pouring out 
ab(»it a bottle, said, " Tcheroub Reis ! '' (Drink, Cap* 
tain). Riley drank about half, and begging the 
blessing of Heaven upon Sidi Hamet, was jretiring' 
to his tent to take the rest to his comrade Clark, who 
lay nearly expiring for thirst, when Sidi Hamet wanted^ 
him to drink it, but pointing to his comrade, the come 
passionate Arab^uffered him to take it. 

At the return of the Arabs, about two hundred in 
number, they held consultations. The crowd of com» 
pany in the tent forced Riley and his companion to 
ale^ in the open air. The old Arab brought them 
about a pint of milk each, the first food he had given 
them for three days. They concluded from this he 
was unwilling they should die, as he had an opportu«^< 
nity of disposing of th^n. The next morning Sidi 
Xfamet deftised Eiky to sit by him on th» ground.^ 
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The latter had picked up a few A^ibic words, and 
generally guessed the purport of tho <:onversatiQn. 
He asked his country, to which Riley repued English, 
and that he and his companions wished to return 
home. Sidi was touched with compassion. Riley 
begged him to purchase himself and companions and 
take them to Marocco, where he had a relation who 
would pay a good ransom for them. He said he 
could not do that, but could bring them to Souarab, a 
walled town and sea-port. He asked some questions 
about the Sultan of Marocco, and asked how much 
tiQoney Riley would give to be conducted out of the 
desert. The latter immediately counted down fifty 
small stones, indicating as many piastres for each of 
his crew. He then asked how much should be given 
for himself above the fifty piastres. Riley replied a 
hundred would be paid by his friend at Souarah, 
Sidi Hamet then said he would buy Riley, but if he 
was deceived, he would cut the captain's throat. Riley 
in vain tried to persuade him to buy one of the crew 
named Horace, who had been very ill-treated. He 
objected on account of the difficulty of conducting so 
many across the desert. Sidi desired the utmost se- 
crecy as to the negociation. 

Riley now visitied three of his comrades, all of 
whom were in the troop. They appeared in a most 
deplorable condition. He -gave them hopes that 
the excellent man would buy them all, and Sidi 
Hamet put many questions regarding them to Riley, 
who did all he could to interest him in their favoar. 
On the twenty-fourth, the tribe began to move to the. 
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north-w6st, md cbe two merchants moved with them« 
Xhe next day Sidi Hamet gave the old Arab two 
ivoollen blankets, a piece of blue cotton, and some 
ostrich feathers, as the price of Riley. The cabin- 
boy, named^ Horace, was bought on the supposition 
of his being Riley's son ; and the three men, named 
Savage, Clark, and Hogan, were, after much diffi- 
culty, purchased by Sidi Hamet. A camel was killed 
that night by Sidi Hamet for food ; it was a mere 
skeleton, and the other Arabs stole the greater part 
of the flesh. What little remained on the bones was 
cut off the next morning and hung up to dry. About 
mid-day, Horace, the cabin-boy, was brought to Riley 
nearly dead of hunger and thirst '* Reis,** said 
Sidi Hamet, " behold your son ! '* A little water, 
found in the stomach of the dead camel, was given to 
him, which he declared delicious. Soon after Bums, 
another of the sailors, made his appearance, and Sidi 
Hamet purchased him also. In the meanwhile the 
Arabs so besieged the carcass of the dead camel, that 
at night not fifteen pounds of meat were left. The 
bargain had been concluded for the purchase of the 
seaman Hogan, but his owner made a fresh demand 
of another blanket, alleging he was more robust than 
the others. Sidi would not be thus imposed upon, 
besides he had not a blanket left, and the poor 
fellow was driven away by his master with blows of 
a cudgel. His body was frightMly attenuated and 
covered with sores. 

Preparations were made the next day for setting 
out. A pair of sandals was made for Captain Riley 
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and each of Us men, and a smidl ki^- Mag tm* 
pended round the capftam*s neck as a mailb: of 
tmction, he had the camels, baggage, aad 
entnisted to his charge. Some of the cm^ did lAt 
betieye the Arab would condvct &em to ^Beaare^ 
Sidi said, on the other hand, that he had expended adl 
he possessed, and that if Captain Rfley had irot-told 
him the truth, he should be a mined man. He said 
his own brother was a bad man, having at first done iffl 
he could to hinder the purchase, and then baTiBg 
consented to take a share in the speculation. 

On the twenty-eighth, at day-lnreak, they d^^arted 
to water at the spot where they were first fleen. 
The camels had been then eighteen days wi^MBt 
water, and the well was two days* journey distamt 
Just as they were about to depart, Robins, anotiier 
tailor, made his appearance wi^ his master. Snii 
had no means to purchase him, but Riley tdd bam 
that, on recovering his liberty, he would take menis to 
purchase him and the others who remamed behnid, 
and begged him to assure the odiers that ranaiiitd 
of the same thing. The crew had oonsiirted of tn 
persons besides Riley and Antonio, who was 
namely, Williams and Savage, first and seoood 
Porter, Robins, Bums, Clark, Barret, and Hogan, 
seamen ; Horace Savage, cabin-boy ; and the n&gto 
Richard, cook. Of these. Savage, Boms, Hoiaeo^ 
Clark and the captain were purchased by Sidi, and 
set out for Souarah, leaving five whites and tie 
negro behind Ihem. Sidi and his brodwr were 
mounted on two old camels. Sidi p^Med Savflge^ 
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^Aorai, Mid Hostc0, upon anotber large one ; 
.and Clark upon another. They were jcHned by a 
jiyaimg Arah who had been the master of Savage, 
tmad all proceeded on at a heavy trot. They stopped 
an a hollow, ^ere Sidi gave Riley a piece of clotii to 
coTer him, whidi he declared he had stolen, and that 
be could not raise asother piece for Horace, on whidi 
Itiley kissed his hand as an acknowledgment. Savage 
JBiid Horace had a piece of goat skin each added to 
.what they had remaining of covering ; Bums had a 
miserable jacket, and Clark a piece of old doth, so 
that they were well clothed to what they had been. 

After two days of fatiguing travel they arrived on 
Hie edge of a deep gulley, which appeared to have 
been once the bed of a river, or perhaps an arm of the 
«ea. It was at least five hundred feet deep. After 
Icmg «earch, a place was found whore the camels 
eould descend. All dismounted, whoi they had giM; 
down the worst part of the declivity, two of the ArabB 
being in front to fix^ water with musket in hand. 
ISidi Hamet kept Captain Riley by his side, and the 
•camels were led in a string behind. All were equally 
4B«fiero*s, having had nothing to drink ^m the even- 
ing before. Sidi Hamet again alluded to the ran- 
dom and to Riley's promises. Having searched fbr 
jaearly an hour, he made a sign for Rfley to mount 
•Vhere he was, near the foot of a precipice almost per- 
pendicular. On reaching him and not seeing ^the 
.iRrater, Riley began to weep bitterly, thinking tiiey 
«1f6Te all about to perish of thirst. He pointed to a 
4ikit in the vock below them, and there was the wator» 

x2 
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bat the deft was too precipitous to enter; at fifll^ 
feet further on, however, there was easy access to it. 
Riley drank abundantly, and found it excellent ; th6 
others followed his example. A great bowl was 
then filled and passed upwards to those above, and a 
goatskin was filled for the large camel, which it 
emptied fifteen times, taking down at least two hun- 
dred and forty bottles. Sidi Hamet said the animal 
had not drunk for twenty days. The others drank 
nothing near the quantity in proportion to their size. 
Two skins of the water were filled and carried away, 
and they continued their journey eastward. In many 
places they found the ground encrusted with salt in 
this dark hollow, which was, if possible, more dreary* 
than the desert. They mounted with great difficulty 
to the desert again, on account of the camels, that 
ascended with great hazard. On arriving at th0 
summit they were tormented with hunger, being* 
reduced to an ounce of dried camel's flesh a head. 

On the thirtieth of September, they proceeded ra- 
pidly, and not long after a camel was seen at a vai$ 
distance, a mere speck in the horizon, and about 
sunset they came up with a troop, who invited Sidi 
Hamet and the rest to their encampment. Thes(S 
Arabs had some of the clothes which had been lost 
in Riley's vessel when they were cast away. After 
heing very civilly treated by these Arabs, they set out 
«gain, taking a kind leave of the hospitable tribe. 
On the fourth of October, the surface of the desert 
became more sandy and appeared moveable ; it wit 
heated by the sun to a burning temperature, Erom 
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fibme places hills of sand were seen at a distance. 
The wind oftentimes whirled the sand in their faces ; 
even the camels were distressed hy it, and sunk into 
it so deeply as to make the journey fatiguing to them. 
On the sixth they saw the sea. Seid and Abdallah 
stole two camels, and robbed the owner, whom they 
Ibund asleep on the sand. They turned the camels 
loose again, taking from them a sack of com. The 
owner of the camels came up, and charged them with 
lt>bbing him, when they restored him his goods. 
< In this manner they continued their route day by 
day, sometimes nearly famished and at others scantily 
tlipphed. On the fourteenth, they reached the coast, 
which was bordered by a perpendicular cliff from two 
to three hundred feet high. They also met with a 
woman who spoke a httle Spanish, and was very kind 
to them. In one place Savage was near being sacri- 
fi€;ed to the ferocity of the Arabs, but was preserved 
by Sidi Hamet The country began to improve. 
Troops of camels were frequently seen and arms of 
superior workmanship. At one place Captain Riley 
was questioned by an Arab who understood a little 
Spanish, and discovered that Souarah was the city 
Europeans call Mogador. On the twenty-first they 
traversed a number of defiles, and on the twenty- 
second were regaled with some excellent fish. Ihe 
next day they fell in with an excellent reservoir 
built by a charitable man and admirably adapted to 
its purpose. They reached a pleasant valley on the 
twenty-second, and remarked that, in the desert, tiiey* 
bad seen no instance of sickness among the Arabs, 
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laaA the monent ih»y enjtoved the o«ltimted hoA UMp 
bed i^dieatieoe te use their skill to owte tfaoe» -\9li»; 
WBfe dseeseiU hem^ as all BuropeaiiAare^ takMi fots 
I^hysioianB. At a vast distance- an ^evaled sfoi^ waa^ 
i^ea above d>eecean4is thef^-toa veiled over the stuaoii^. 
oCa hill. It looked like am. idand# Sidi Hamat saidL 
ii was Souarah, aad that it was •tea daya^ jeiHM^r 

Ob the twen^-thixd, the Acalr Seidibecaiiia> 4^faa»<^ 
Qriflome, aiwalted Horace the oalmi^hof, and thaea^ 
ened to kill Mm, and Sidi had difficaUy to afipaaavi 
him* They were hoeptably treated by; an old 'Asab^ 
&r the fifst time, with nvoie than they oould'.eat; 
Sidi Haowt took withr hioa. a strong yeun|^ maa» 
naned Ben Mahommed, asr he feaced to. piooaat 
alone with his brother. Another Arab^ziainedi Sidi 
Mahomn^, also joined them. Sidi Hamet, after iHm 
repast, announeed that he should set oat for Seoaialb 
the next day with Sidi Mahommed, and requeeted-st 
letter to Captain EileyV. friend* saying, he hoped har 
was^ not deceived; if he were, Rfl^-i^MMild dia»>axidr 
his comrades be sold. Seid and Ben MaheiMBed' 
were to remain to take care of them darings Sidi- 
Hamet's absence. Captain Riley knew no <nia aJb 
Mogador, but ventured a letter, detailing: his miserabler 
situation. He addressed it ^' To the English, Fraiieh». 
Spanish or American ccmsuls, or to any Ghristian 
merchants at Mogador or Souarali.'' Sidi Hanet^ 
then departed. 

They remained seven days, treated in a horrible' 
manner lest they should escapot^ Sidi MahoBomedt 
r^umed <m the eighth day. C^^tain Riley^ wa»* 



ifBttBsjr at wbai laigkt-^ tba result of hO' joniiMf. 
j[e ontwod. wi^ a, Moor, who iaqvited in SfagHilt 
l^em aim caftam.didk Hope and fot aintiikd fate 
^ad . hift oomi^aMOiu by traraSi Tho- l^feor aat^d tbt 
^^pteifit if'' he- spoke Spanisii, ^» r^ jing. ia tkar 
^i&aaat»70i he said, *' I aBirconie>fiom Megador ; «ft 
Engi^hian has road your It^tfib^hoBt^iimunt 
lie faaa. pai4^ your ransomtto Sidi HlkiBet».aad laadoi 
mm sot^^?ilfaMit taking loaveK>f rnjmi^ anditoityw 
%» hMr» tcaT^dled day and nigM to. come to^yMU** 
Hie Mter haiidod€aplaiQ BIley a letter, wUeh hotiti 
1^ c^laki and nale wove too mnh overeeme tm 
tioed for some time. It was ftnmiMr* WUUIre^ tket 
Sei^h CbnsuU saying he had sent to Ci^[itattK 
BJMyv.hy. Reie-el-0)S8UBi» who would reeetre. ther 
mfitma ordecs> and that he had agreed to pey SW 
Sbfnet nine hnodeed and tweaty-five pieslMS upo&t 
Hwi nrriTal oi the xsaptain and hia-cemiades at Meg»^ 
40r. Ifei WiUshire had retemed Sidi Hamet- as a; 
faiWBtsgn until their arrivaL He recommended tiienftr 
tb trvwk by easy joumeys, so as not to fatigue them* 
a^ves, and had sent pvoivisions and garments Urn 
^aemk Tears of joy ran down the poor captivesV 
fineeatthis intelligence. They saw their sufferi&gfr 
aeer a:clo8e» and were grateM to God for it 

Hie. next morning they set out with Seid, ther 
bcother of Sidi Hamet, the Moor. Ben Mahommed^ 
Stidi Mshommed» and Sheik Ali, an Arab of note 
wkh whom they had recently- made an aoquaintaneei* 
All were armed. Sheik AU was the head of a pow^ 
mcM tribe, and could oomnand tea thousand moot 
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when he pleased. He had married the daughter of 
Sidi Hamet. He said he could not conjecture at 
irst why he travelled m company with the English. 
He suspected him of no good design on seeing it; 
They slept at a town called Schlema, the first night; 
and the next day saw Mount Atlas on their right. 
The wind hlowing from the snowy summits made 
them quake with the cold. Sheik All wished Cap- 
tain- Riley to remain with him, and offered him his 
daughter in marriage. At a town called Stouka 
they were delayed at the gates, and suffered much 
from the cold wind. Reis-el-Cossim at length UM 
Hiem, that Muley Hassan, the friend of Sheik Ali, 
lit his instigation,- had determined to keep them 
there until fifteen hundred piastres should he 
paid down for their ransom.. Reis-el-Cossim was on 
liie point of returning to Mr. WiUshire with the 
news, when Sidi Mahommed came up and said, that 
Muley Hassan and Sheik Ali would not suffer him 
to go, fearing he might cause a war with the Sultan. 
Si^ Mahommed, seeing Riley cast down, said, " I 
will go to Souarah, and take a letter from the Reis- 
el-Cossim and Riley to Mr. WiUshire. I will remain 
with him as an hostage. I have two wives and seven 
children, houses* land, and beasts ; I shall he a more 
valuable hostage than Sidi Hamet. He who is your 
friend will come and free you himself. God is mer^ 
ciful ! I win get you to your family." Captain 
Riley kissed the hand of Sidi, called him his frither, 
and hoped Grod would recompense him. Reis-el- 
Cossim ran to find the Reis Muley Haaaan. Tho 
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Aeis and Sheik All each asserted their right to thd 
Americans. The Reis then interrogated Sidi Mar 
hommed and Ben Mahommed, who gave testimony 
in favour of Reis-el-Cossim. The Reis then said 
that Sidi Hamet should return to decide the point 
and face his antagonist, and that, till he came. Cap- 
tain Riley and his companions should he kept in th« 
town with Reis-el-Cossim. They were then cent- 
ducted to a house next to that of Muley. A mat 
was spread for the Arahs, and Captain Riley with 
his men were placed in a corner among the haggage. 
Armed men were planted at the doors of the house 
^uid the gates of the town. 

Burns and Clark were very much cast down, and 
so feehle, that they cried like children. It was imr 
possible they could have travelled further that day« 
^md a httle repose was necessary for them, though 
ahey would not see the delay in that point of 
■view. On the second of November, paper was 
brought, and Captain Riley wrote to Mr. Willshire 
the exact state of things. A letter was also written 
by a scribe from the Reis. Seid, Sidi Mahommed, 
and Ben Mahommed set off with them, promising to 
return in four days. Sheik Ali also went away, saying, 
in four days he would return. Reis-el-Cossim assured 
Captain Riley and his men their detention would 
not be long. He added, that he had gained the 
flood- will of the chief Muley Hassan, who ruled there. 
He consoled them with arguments and eloquence 
which astonished them, and made them view him 
with respect* He so concihat^d Muley Hassan 
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^9wwrii&ibmm, aubt he Mst^Min- eggs ^rnd ^idMi, 
'flud wiood to oook them, togetiier with po&tedft. 
Fram these ■ they made^soiq>, -whaoh 'was oi gpfgiatim 
liee to their enfeebled etomadis. Muky .sad te 
Heis would taato :&e -^ish, and were much pleeadtt 
•witih it. Mnley ^aaean mede C&ptain Riiey- partadle 
•f his repast ; inqiiiied about hiafamily , and renderai 
•him all the service in his power. The aecimd day an 
tdd man amved to whom Reis^-Cossim had wntMu 
He brought mcmey to pay what had been fasid iipm 
ihe credit of Sh^k Ali, and two baskets of provisiQBS. 
Reia-el-CoBsim had so won over Muley Hassan, thit 
he would not suffer payment to be made on behalf Jif 
Dm captives, and gave his word he would protect 
tiiem. He even offered to escort ibem witii.^B 
.guards to the frontier of the Emperor of Maroeoo. 
Reis ei:{»»S8ed himself satisfied with Hie prine^ 
word. On tiie following day, he went to a fairaear 
Stouka, and afterwards to a Haidyi, who had madea 
-pilgrimage to Mecca. Every one regarded bos woid 
as ssOTed. Reis bought an ox, and seat ^s Ha4}i 
Jialf, and the other half to Muley Hassan. In tib 
evening, tiie Hadji called upim Rdls, and offered 
M& services. Reis begged him to force Sheik 
V^o was so powerful a man, to suffer them to tratA 
quietly to Santa Craz. The Hadji promised his aid. 
On the third of Novemberj Sheik Ali returned aloat. 
The Hadji counselled him to conduct Captain Rd^y 
and his friends to Santo Cruz without loss of tiBii» 
as anotiier Sheik, whom he well knew, .would 
ihenu After this. Sheik AU sought Mi:^ 



• tiOSS eW VSB COKIIBBCB. 316 

and tned'io fetfai»«0BBeBt tocor^off buroaf^VM 
lit night, which the 'Moor leased* Seeing himielf 
Ibfled, he sought out theKeis, and offNredto condbitt 
tlie captiTes to Santa Croz, and on their Tisit to Sidi 
Hornet arrange the affair anneahly. -Reds was not 
to be ontdone ; he consented to go if Mmley Hassan 
wotQd procure tm escort, whk^ he agreed to do; 
and he actually sent two hundred horsemm to p9»- 
jtect them to Santa Cruz irem any surpnse on the 
part of Sheik Ali. 

They left Stoukaon camek, and passed a tolerably 
good country ; reaching Santa Grsz or Agadir bcfioie 
sunset. Rds did not wish to enter until it was night, 
fbr fBar of insult, and they stopped about a mile ftam 
the town, which they entered before it was quite dark» 
and found the streets filled with Moors of all ages* 
who grossly insulted them. Some old men, however, 
were more polite, and addressed them m a language 
half English and half Spanish. 

After supper, Reis recommended Captain Riley to 
be vigilant, as he suspected iresh treachery on the 
part of Sheik Ah. He went away, and soon learned 
that the chief was intriguing with the governor. He 
recommended Captain Riley to rise, and that they 
shoidd all set out to get four leagues from the town» 
where they would be safe. They marched as quickly 
as possible, and had made about three leagues wboi 
Ihey heard the feet of horses approadung through 
the obscurity of the night, and were fortunate enough 
to find it was Sidi Hamet> and his firiends, with torn 
Moors, sent by Jdr. Willshire to pay the money and 
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leceiYe tl^ captives, bringing mules for the porpose 
Tlie money was counted out by the chief Moor to 
Sidi Hamet« and the captives being given into his 
hands by Sidi, they joyfully proceeded to Moga- 
dor with three of the Moors. They were rejoined 
the next morning by Reis-el-Cossim, Sidi Hamet, 
Seid, and Sidi Mahommed, the chief Moor who 
had gone to Santa Cruz; Muley Hassan*s escort 
and Sheik All returned home. The Sheik was 
fiirious at being outwitted. The next day they came 
in sight of Mogador. What their feelings were at 
seeing a vessel lying in the port, with the English 
flag flying, may be easily imagined. Captain Riley's 
emotions were almost too much for his strength. 
They passed the palace about two miles from Moga- 
dor, and thought the scene around them was en- 
chanted. Mr. Willshire welcomed them with the 
American colours, and came out on horseback to 
meet them. His kindness to them they acknow- 
ledged with tears of gratitude. 

Captain Riley found a letter from Gibraltar, an- 
nouncing the payment of the ransom money, which 
Mr. Willshire had advanced cm their behalf. The 
captain and his men left Mogador on the fourth of 
January, and reached Tangier on the nineteenth. 
On the twentieth of March he arrived at New Yort 
Of his four companions, two took a passage in the 
same ship, and two arrived soon afterwards. The 
rest of the crew, except two who died in the desert, 
were ransomed by Mr. Willshire. 

I'ondon t— W.CMmn, Stamfoid-sti««t. 
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